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"PREFACE. 


B* LOVED Children, find- 
ing that my health was 
greatly impaired before I retired 
from buſineſs, it behoved me to 
ſtudy its preſervation, which I- 
was ſenſible could not be repair- 
ed, but by open air and rural 
ente therefore, at lei- 
ſure hours, I thought proper to 
compoſe the following Ess avs 
and MiscELLANEoUs pieces, pur- 
poſely for your edification; 
which I have made as ſhort as 
poſhble, i in order for their better 
retention. My ſole deſign, 
in theſe Seth's Wir was to 
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diſcourage Vice, and to promote 
Virtue. The inſtruction of 
youth being a matter of the 
greateſt conſequence, how heavy 
then muſt that charge lay upon 


parents ! what bad examples are 


frequently ſeen for want of that 
inſtruction! What a ſhocking 
ſentence was pronounced upon 
old Err, for that neglect! When 
impiety and wickedneſs are * | 
dently ſeen daily increaſing, it 

becometh all good men to en- 


deavour to put a ſtop thereto. 


How ſtrenuous has our graci- 
ous Sovereign been in exerting 


his prerogative, for the better 
- obſervation of the Lord's Day, 


and the checking of vice and 


1mmorality ! And what a wor- 


thy character does that gentle- 


FRE FACE. v. 


man bear who was the firſt pro- 
moter of Sunday Schools If my 
weak endeavours have anſwered 
any purpoſe, for your better in- 
ſtruction, I have only exerted 
the talent given me, and even 
fallen ſhort of my duty. May 
the God of Grace enable you, 
not only to read, but to practice 
theſe leſſons of morality. A 
legacy (in my eyes) far exceed - 
ing all others to be left you by 
your earthly Father, 


J. F. 
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FLIGION being a worſhip due to the 
Deity for our creation and preſerva- 
tion, which all nations on earth by ſome 
image, cultom, form, or manner, adore ;. 
it pleaſed the Supreme Being to give his fa- 
Yourite people the Jews, an excellent code. 
of laws for their better x government, as well 
as a great number. of rites and ceremonies 
alſo, which they were ſtrictly commanded 
to perform; but, M length. of time, not 
only their laws, but alſo their rites and 
ceremonies, were fo deviated from, or cor- 
rupted, that at the fullneſs of time our 
bleſſed Redeemer: appeared on earth, in 
order to renew the covenant, and inftitute 
a4 better code of laws, not by annihilating 
the old law, but by improving and amending 
it where deficient, which is called the Gof< 
pel, which was ſealed with his blood, and 


which was divulged over all the world by 
8 * his 


of the nativity of JasUs CHRIST, ought 
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his Apoſtles, in order for mankind to em- 
brace. How happy muſt that nation be, 
who hath embraced, and holdeth faſt that 
heavenly form of doQrine, fo far excelling 
all others, that there is no name under 
Heaven whereby we can be faved but the 
name of the Lord Jes Us CHRIST. 

Let us then, who have embraced Chriſti- 
anity, hold faſt our profeſſion without wa- 
vering or diſſimulation; let us not only 
peruſe the goſpel precepts, but practice 
them; for he inviteth all mankind to come 
to him, to take his yoke upon them, and 
then they ſhall find reſt to their ſouls; for 
he 1 Is faithful that promiſed. 


II. CHRISTMAS - DAT. . 


HRISTMAS-DAY being kept on the 
twenty-fifth of December, in memory 


to be held in great reverence by Chriſtians, 
as there is not a feſtival in the church equal 
to it. For as the joy in heaven, on the 
morning of that day, was uſhered in to the 
mepherds by a multitude of the heavenly 


hoſt, ſinging 9 to Cod in the 
higheſt 
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- higheſt degree, and to the earth peace, 
and good will toward men; kow great then 
ſhould our thankſgiving and joy be to him, 
when it was ſo celebrated by the heavenly 
hoſt, and all for the benefit of ſinful mortals! 
But how much to the reverſe, do many 
act when they revel out their Chriſtmas in 
the greateſt luxuries and extravagancies ? 
and inſtead of making it a holy ſeafon, as 
directed by our church, it may be properly 
called the moſt debauched ſeaſon of the year. 

Let us, my children, lay aſide all pleaſures 
and follies, ſo much practiſed amongſt us 
at that ſeaſon, and let us ſtrive to keep tha: 
ſolemnity with more aweful regard, by ob- 
ſerving the precepts of the holy goſpel, and 
living more peacebly one with another; ther: 
we need not fear but that after this frail life 
is ended, we ſhall have our everlaſting abode 
in the manſions of bliſs and happineſs, with 
our bleſſed Redeemer, the Prince of Peace. 


. 
* 


III. GOOD. NID Ar. or the CRUCIPIS. 
| ION of our Saviour. 


OOD-FRIDAY, being the day on 
which the immaculate Lamb of God 
| A 2 ſuſſerea 
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ſuffered the. moſt ignominious Death; for 
the ſins of the whole world, ought to be 
kept in great reverence by all Chriſtians, 
with the moſt fervent devotion, and molt 
grateful affection. Let us but conſider 
what deſtruction mankind had brought on 
themſevles by their heinous. offences, and 
tranigreſhonsg ſo great indeed, that no 
_ atonement could be made, but by the only 
Sacrifice, of the Son of God. How aſton- 


iſhing is this ſcene of benificence and love, 


in the infinite mercy of God, by ordaining 
ſuch means of grace for fallen man. And 


How condeſcending in the fon, to leave the 
realms. of Glory, and ſubmit to human in- 


Hrmities, as well as the moſt excruciating 


tortures of the moſt painful and lingring 
Death, a puniſhment only due to the vileſt 


Malefatters ; all which he freely ſuffered in 
order to deliver mankind from the domini- 


on of Sin and Satan. 15 

O goodneſs ineffable, and inconceivable ! 
we are loſt in the thought of this great 
condeſcenſion of the bleſſed Son of God. 
If our eyes were fountains, we could not 
weep enough for the ſufferings he endured, 
purely to conquer thoſe dreadful impieties 
that the wiles of the Devil, the world and 


PS, IP. 
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the fleſh, had ſubjected us to. Let us be 
S oratciu} then, and imitate as far as we are 
able, the exemplary life and inſtruction 


given us, by this great captain of our Salva- 


tion, Let us conſider his meekneſs; how, 


when he was reviled, reviled not again 


when he ſuffered, he threatned not; but 
kindly interfered with his father to extenu- 


ate the Guilt of his blood thirſty murderers. 
Let us learn of him patience and humility, 
and we ſhall enjoy perfect Tranquility of 


mind, we {hall then baniſh all hatred and 


malice out of our minds, and live in peace 
and amity one with another. Let this grand 
ſacrifice be kept with a becoming ſolemniiy, 
for it is that alone on which we rely for 


pardon of our own Sint. Vet I cannot help 
reflecting how careleſsly we. negleQ the 
performance of this day's duty, ſet apart 


by authority for ſo dyvine an inſtitution. 
How, does the laſt. collect for that day 
pray for all Jews, Turks, Injidels and Her- 
cticks, that God may take from them all 
ignorance and hardneſs of heart, and 
contempt of his word? But how few attend 
divine ſervice to put up this charitable peti- 


tion. God grant that thoſe ations may not 


riſe up in judgment againſt us Chriftrans for 
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the careleſs neglect of our duty. In former 


times, after authority had worthily required 


"I 


Cood - Friday to be obſerved as a day of de- 
votion, and ſequeſtered from all worldly buſ- 


aneſs, it was religiouſly obſerved, by all ranks 


of people. But how different is the practice 
of this age, when ſcarce a Tradeſman, 


mechanic, or huſbandman, will leave their 


Employments to attend divine ſervice. 


IV. © EASTER-SUNDA, or the RESUR- 
5 |  RECTION gf our Saviour. 


* 


O* this day we Chriſtians commemo- 
| rate the anniverſary feſtival of our 
Saviour reſurrection, which for it's anti- 
quity and excellence, challenges the pre- 
cedence of all others, as on it's veracity the 


aith of our religion is wholly grounded. 


The four Evangeliſtis have cleared up this 


miraculous event, on whoſe authenticity 


Chriſtianity is fo ſolidly fixed, that it is 


neither in the power of men nor Devils to 


overturn” it's eſtabliſhment. And how 


have all the Apgſtles proved this, by not only 
enduring a life of perſecution for it's 


fake, but laying it down alſo. What mir- 
1 acles 


* 
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* 


acles were they enabled to perform for it's 


| * propagation, and how did they empower 


others to do the ſame publicly, and fre- 


quently in the eyes of the whole World; 


which the bittereſt Adverſaries of the 
Chriſtian faith never attempted to deny; 
ſo that truth in the end triumphed” over 
error. What religion then is there on 
earth ſo well eſtabliſhed, whoſe founder 
is the Almighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace? | | 
As Jesus CHRISY is then rien from the 
dead, and become the firſt fruits of them 
that ſlept. Let us keep this feaſt, not with 
the old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedneſs ; but with the un- 
leavencd bread . of ſincerity and truth. 
For Cax1sT being raiſed from the dead, 
dieth no more: death hath no more do- 
minion over him : for in that he died, he 
died unto fin once: but in that he liveth, 
he liveth unto God. Let us therefore reck- 
on ourſelves to be dead indeed unto fin : 
but alive unto God through JesUs CHRIST 
our Loa D. For ſince by man came death, 
by man came alſe the reſureclion of the 


dead. 


6 — . 


eee 


Cour hg. . <r 


NEE nn Sg at 2 


8 MISCELLANEOUS; ESSAYS, 


dead; For as in Adam all die, even ſo in 
Cu is {hall all be made alive.“ Halelwiah! * 


It 1s to be regreted, that when a reformation 
took place in this &i»gdem, our divines ſhould have 
faffercd the days of the week to continue their old 


ſuperſtitious names; more particularly this great feſ- 


tival, which ought to have been called, the reſurrec- 


tion of Cunisr. Was a heathen to aſk, why the. 


Chriſtians called the days of their week after 
ſuch names? And to receite for anſwer, that the 


ſeventh day, or the Sabbath, was called ſunday, becauſe 
it was dedicated to the ſun, monday to the moon, and 


alhthe ſucceeding days to their peculiar Gods! what 
would he conelude from our religion which acknow- 
ledges one God only? That by t de names of tlie days 
of our week, we held in great veneration as many 


different Gods, or we would never have called the 


days by fuck names. | 
The months of the year require the ſame 
e | 

The Quakers have reQified theſe obſtacles. 
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v. WHITSUNDAL, or the, Deſcent of the 
_ HOLY GHOST upon the APOSTLES. 


ls folemn feflival: of the Chriſtian 


: church is obſerved: on the fiftieth day 
after Eaſter, in, memory of the deſcent of 


the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles; giving 
them power to work miracles, and a com- 
miſſion to preach his goſpel to all nations; 


which was in the ancient church, one of the 
ſtated times for baptiſm, and was, called by 
them Whit-Sunday, becauſe thoſe that were 
baptized, put dn white garments, as types 
of that ſpiritual purity, they received in 
baptiſm. By the Jews, this feſtival is called 
Penticgſt, and obſerved at the ſame time, in 
memoty of the law being given them, fifty 
days after they came out of Egypt. Now, 
as they kept this feſtival with great ſolemnity 
for the law delivered them by Moſes, with 
what ſolemnity ought we Chriſtians to keep 


this feſtival, for the goſpel delivered us by 
the meſſengers of JIxsus CHRIST. 


| More- 
over, how does the Holy Ghoſt, poured on 
the Apoſtles, after the aſcenſion of their 
Lord and maſter into heaven (which on this 
day we commemorate) ſtrengthen and con- 


rm. them in propagating the ſame! - What 


greater 
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greater miracles would we wiſh to ſee in the 
eſtabliſhment thereof, than a ſet of illiterate 
men, preaching to all nations, in their own 
languages, the wonderful works of God ! 
Let us then obſerve this feſtival with 
great thankfulneſs, by obeying the com- 
mands of his Holy Goſpel, which he hath 
given us on the conditions of ſalvation z-and 
though he is aſcended into heaven, there to 
remain in glory till his ſecond coming, yet he 
will not withald his holy ſpirit, for the aſſiſt- 
ance of thoſe, who ſtrive to do their duty. 
To Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, be glory, 


for ever, and ever, Amen. 
vi. CHRISTIANITY. 


RIS TIAN TTV 3s fo glorious a title 
chat its followers ſhould ſeriouſly lay 
It to heart, and eonſider well the principles 
on which it was eſtabliſhed; for on the well 
or ill performance thereof depends their fy- 
ture happineſs or miſery. How bleſſed 
mult they be whb have not only embraced, 
but perſevered in that heavenly profeſſion: 
But how curſed mult they be, who, after 
having embraced it, turn apoſtate, and 5 
? | ad; 2 1 
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cify cheir bleſſed Redeemer over again! It 
is not ſo light and eafy a matter as ſome ima- 
gine, to be a real and devout Chriſtian; 
yet our bleſſed Redeemer invites all that la- 
bour and are heavy laden with ſins, to come 
to him, and he will refreſh them. That is, 
he will teach and inftru@ them in the ways 
of meeknefs, gentleneſs, and mercy, and will 
change their former burthenſome ſervitude 
into a reaſonable obedience of his precepts. 
Now in order to attain theſe gracious 
promiſes, in the holy goſpel, we muſt lay 
aſide all earthly vanities and follies, ſet our 
affections on things above, and not on 
things below, and make it's, precepts our 
entire ſtudy. and delight, without variation 
or diſſimulation. We mult be ſtrong, reſ- 
ſolute, and unconquerable, nat carrying on 
an obſc ure or hypocritical profeſſion; but 
all our actions and expreſſions maſt continu- 
ally ſhew that we are the diſciples of Chriſt. 
We muſt. hold no confederacy with any Juſt 
or known ſin, we mult be true to our promi- 
ſes, juſt in“ all our dealings, charitable to 

ö the poor, ſincere in our devotions, in what- 
' ever form or manner we chuſe to ſerve God. 
\ Thus, by giving all diligence, by righteouſ- 
3 neſs and holineſs, we may make our calling 
and election ſure, B 2 VII. 
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VII. . The LOVE F GO D and our 


"NEIGHBOUR. 


HE love of God, and the love of our 
* Neighbour, are the two greateſt com- 


mandments of both the Law and the Goſpel. 


It need-not be enumerated how great our 
love ought to be to him who giveth us all 
the bleſſings and comforts of this life, as 


well as health to enjoy them, if we are but 


careful enough to preſerve it; but as he 


made us free agents, and left happineſs or 


miſery to our choice, we, through the frality 


of our nature, embraced the alluring: plea- 
ſures and vanities of this world, and for- 


feited that happineſs ; yet {till we have an 


advocate with God, who took pity on us 


miſerable creatures, purchaſed our redemp- 
tion with his blood, and freed us from fin 


and deſtruction, by renewing the covenant, 
on condition of diligently fulfilling the com- 


mands of his . goſpel. 


Let us, therefore, love our bleſſed Re- 
deemer with all the powers of both body and 
ſoul, by keeping his commandments, for 
they are joyous and not grievous; and then 
we ſhall not fail to love our neighbour alſo; 
for love is the fulfilling of both the law and 
the goſpel. VIII. 


— 
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vill. PARENTS DUTT, and CHJL- 


DRENS OBEDIENCE. 


Eare commanded by our great Cre- 
Y ator, to hanour and obey our po- 
rents, that our days on earth may be pro- 
longed; which is a duty ſo highly incum- 


bent on children, that they are never able 


to diſcharge it. For what child is able to do 


as much for his father, as his father hath 
done for him? The parents care never 


ceaſe till they are bereft of life ; neither 


ought it; for, as our Heavenly Father is 


continually pouring his bleflings on us with- 
out exception, ſo ought we upon our chil- 


dren ; for the old law impreſſes us to be 


continually inſtructing them, and Solomon 


tells us that if we ſhew them the right way 


in their youth, they will not depart from it. 

Thus, by bringing them up in the fear 
of the Lord, they will continue to obſerve 
that ſtrict obedience due to their parents, 


and will, at all times be ready to aſſiſt 


them if required, as far as lies in their 
power ; and thus, by children fulfilling the 
commandment, their days on earth will be 
prolonged. | | 


IX, 


2 
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they only ſhew you the intrigues of folly 
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IX. READING the SCRIPTURES 
5 and good BOOKS. | 1% 


UR bleſſed Redeemer admoniſhes his 4 Ir 
diſciples to ſearch the ſcriptures, for 


in them are contained inſtruction how to 


gain eternal life, as well as miſeries and 


woes pronounced to thoſe nations that ob- 
ſerve not their contents. What greater | 


favours can any man ſhew to his fellow rea- 


tures, than depicting the vices of the age, 
and repreſenting their follies in their proper 
colours? All the prophets ſent to the once 
favourite people of God, were fraught with 
theſe inſtructions; and the apoſtles them- 
ſelves gently rebuked thoſe nations who 
were addicted to prophaneſs and idolatry. 
Let me intreat my children, at leiſure 
hours (but more particularly on the Sab- 
bath day) to let the word of God, or ſome 
godly book, be frequently peruſed; and let 
me alſo beg that no Romance, Novel, or 
laſcivious Comedy, be in your poſſeſſion; for 


and wickedneſs, which probably you would 
not have harboured the leaſt idea of, had 
they not repreſented them to you. Let 
ludicrous books, too much * 

this 


of 
* 
1 
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| © this age he ſhunned and rejected; and 

 X£lves, to win over thoſe who are too much 
I inclined to peruſe ſuch pamphlets of folly 
and ſenſual pleaſure. . 


ſtrive, by ſhewing a good example your- 


X. That RELIGION cannot be of 60D, 
which allows MEN in any WICKED- 
NESS; N | 


AME light of nature teaches infidels to 
'F worſhipa deity, to be juſt, to honour 
their parents, and the like. Now, though 
Chriſtianity hath brought greater light into 
the world, it never meant to put out any of 
that natural light that God hath infuſed into 
our ſouls. Is it not ſhameful to ſee men, 
where Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, committ- 
ing ſuch fins. as heathens would abhor? 
Men pretending to higher degrees of know- 
ledge than their brethren, yet practiſe co n- 
trary to all the rules of decency, and hon- 
eſty, How do the heathens exclaim againſt 
ſome Chriſtians, who boaſt of the- noble 
rules that the new teſtament hath preſcrib- 
ed, yet have neither deſire nor inclination 
to put them in practice, becauſe of the vi- 

| | clous 
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cious life they chooſe to purſue, which hath 
got ſuch an aſcendancy over their paſſions, 
that they will not give themſelves time nor 
leave to think, or reflect at all; nay they 
never ſpeak of happineſs, but. with'a fleer, 
nor of miſery but with an air of defiance, as 
they hate the light of the golpe!, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. 

I this be the liberty of conſcience that 
ſome unthinking people proteſs, may the 
God of mercy open the eyes of ſuch barba- 
rians, that they may fee. through their 
follies, and repent, before they go hence 
and be no more ſeen. 


\ 


Xl. FORGIVING ONE-ANOTHER. 


JP ORGIVENESS of treſpaſſes repreſents 
F ſo much the character of our bleſſed 
deemer, that it is one of the moſt ſerious 
petitions in the prayer he has taught us ; 
h bor he ſays, if we do not forgive one- another, 
our Heavenly Father will not forgive us.— 
Ho far different is this from the Jewiſn laws, 
where it is an eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for. a tooth ! ſo much more then does the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity - excel all other 
inſtitutions. 
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"inſtitutions: Yet how far do we find thoſe 
who call themſelves Chriſtians deviate from 
this Divine command of their Lord and 
Maſter! for the maxims which the Jews, 
and other nations had eſtabliſhed, are be- 
come prevalent even amongſt the profeſſors 


'of Chriſtianity, as is evidently leen, by 


the great hatred and malice ſhewn to one- 


another. 


Since our eternal happiueſs depends on 


our fulfilling this command, we muſt lay 
:aſide all animoſities to one-another, and be 
willing to forgive our enemies as well as our 
friends; and then if we make it the con- 
duct of our lite to for give one-another, 


ve may reſt aſſured (if we die in no fin un- 
repented of) that our Heavenly Father will 
forgive us our treſpaſſes; for on no other 
principles can Chriſtians expect eternal bliſs 
hereafter. | | 5 


or PUBLIC Pre” PRIVATE 
DEVOTIONS. 3 


UBLIC and private eue are ſo 
becoming all ranks of people, that 
they have been practiſed from the creation 
G of 
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of the world to this time; yet ſome alledge 
they have not opportunity ; others do not 
chuſe to find any; but what excuſe can a 
man have for not lifting up. his heart to 
God, even in the midſt of his employment, 
or at any hour of the day ? It muſt be allow- 
ed that if a man be never fo regular at hrs 
public and private devotions, and do not 
make his conduct in life agreeable to the 
laws of God, his public and private prayers 
will be found deceitful, and avail him no- 
thing. For our blefled Redeemer tells us, 
that not every one that calleth him Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, but 
he that doth the will of his Father which is 
in Heaven. Thus we plainly ſee; that to 
_ obey is better than ſacrifice: and to hearken, 
than the fat of rams. 

It is not to be doubted then, but that the 
well thinking man will not only make the 
law of God his chief delight and ſtudy, but 
will always be frequent at public and pri- 
vate prayers at all times, and on all occaſions, 
when required, except bodily infirmities 
prevent him; for he is aſſuredly told by his 
bleſſed Redeemer, that where two or three 

are gathered together in his name, there 


Will he be in the midſt of them, to hear and 


accept 


N . — 
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accept their prayers and thankſgivings, 


when devoutly performed. 


— —_— 


KIll. HONOURING the KING. 


Hus the King, obedience to 
magiſtrates and the laws of the land, 
are the duty of every ſubject in every ſtate. 
— Where theſe are obſerved, the nation 
flouriſheth ; but when evaded or diſregard- 
cd, it will be in danger of falling into a- 
narchy and confuſion. The increaſe of wick- 
edneſs occaſions the legiſlature ſo often to 
make alterations in the laws for the better 
preſervation of juſtice and equity, as well as 
for puniſhing of vice and immorality, - and 
probably, when they do all in their power, 
they may {till fall ſhort of their expectations. 
> Were CHRISTIANITY better inculcated, 


the laws of the land would be more revered; 
juſtice and equity would ſooner be eſtabliſh- 


ed; and we ſhould readily and willingly 


conclude with our great Apoſtle, that lov- 
ing our brethern, fearing God, and honour- 
ing the King, is the duty of every Chriſtian. 


C2 IIV. 
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XIV. MATRIMONYT. 


ATRIMONY being an inſtitution 
_ eſtabliſhed by God at the creation, 
for the propagation of our ſpecies, ought to 
be ſeriouſly conſidered, as the contract is 
not only ſolemn but honourable.. The 
firſt miracle that the bleſſed Jesus did, was 
at a wedding; which plainly evinces to all 
Chriſtian ſocieties of people, how great a 
regard ought to be had to it. Yet in how 
little eſteem is it held, when ſuch numbers 
not only evade it by incontinent practices, 
but even the marriage bed is too zrequently 
defiled! Moreover, the great number of 
illegitimate children that are deſtroyed, as 
alſo many who have better fortune to be 
reared up, yet are afterwards left to ſeek 
their bread, deſtitute and abandoned; and 
yet there are Chriſtian nations who allow 
polygamy, and licence bawdy-houles, 

Loet us, my children, in order directly to 
fulfilthis great command, obſerve the goſpel 
precepts, and ſhould you chuſe to lead a 
lingle life, you mult obſerve the ſtri& chaſ- 

_ ty there required; but if you cannot con- 
tain, it is better to marry than burn. To 
avoid fornication,” it is requiſite that every 
man 
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man ſhould have his own wife, and every 
woman her own huſband ; then we ſhould 
adhere to the creator's: precept, even to 
leave father and mother and cleave unto his 
wife; and what God hath joined together, 
we thould not be deſirable to put aſunder. 


XV. FORN!CATION and ADULTERY. 


DULTE RY, by the old law, was pun- 
iſhed with death; but our bleſſed 


Revere forgave the woman taken in 


the act, not omitting telling her at the 
ſame time, to go and fin no more. By 


this example is ſhewn the condeſcending 


love of our Saviour, in pardoning the peni- 
tent. But let us not forget, that he enjoin- 


ed a more ſtrict obedience to chaſtity in 
his goſpel, than the old teſtament had done; 


by felling us that whoever looketh on a 


woman to luſt after her, committeth adul- 


tery with her ia his heart. How little is the 
precept regarded in this age, even amongſt 
thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians! For 
fornication and adultery are not only fre- 
quently and glaringly practiſed, but laſcivi- 
ouſneſs and lewd expreſſions very much 

made 


„ MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


made the topic of common converſation, 
Nothing is ſo expedient, to put a ſtop 
to thoſe vices, as matrimony. Let not even 
the pooreſt ſort of people be diſcouraged 
from it; they need not doubt if they enter 
into it as the ceremony of the church com- 
mands, with prudence and diſcretion, but the 
Supreme Being will not only pour his blefl- 
ings on them, but enable them alſo to ſtruggle 
through this world with comfort and ſatiſ- 
faction; ſo that inſtead of being beholden 
to a pariſh, they may become more helpful 
than needful, as well as a bleſſing to ſociety. 


XVI. LASCIVIOUSNESS and 
WANTONNESS. 


 ASCIVIOUNESS and wantonneſs pur- 
ſued to extremes, hurry on giddy 
youth quickly to deſtruction. Were but 
a book, entitled the Eng/ifb Onania, peruled 
with care, the unthinking debauchees would 
there read the conſequences of ſuch wicked 
inclinations. 'The fair ſex have been too 
frequently blamed, for - thoſe numerous 
- diforders attending ſuch lewd practices. I 
believe unchinking youths are more 
A blameable 
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blameable as their ſeducers, as well as for 
their own manual and nocturnal pollutions. 
It is evident that modeſty is more innate in 
the ladies than gentlemen. How apparent 


is it that the fair ſex are frequently deluded, 


and debauthed by the intrigues of artful 
men, who, as ſoon as their paſſions are 


gratified, turn them adrift, deſtitute and 


abandoned. Where are they to flee to for 
ſupport? Either to the charitable aſſiſtance 
of the magdalen hoſpital, or the forlorn 
ſituation of a bawdy houſe! I wiſh the in- 


creaſe of theſe houſes, fall not more ſeverely 


on the male than the female ſex. 

Till religion be better inculcated and the 
laws of the land more ſtrictly executed, 
there will be little progreſs in the prineiples 
of morality, for drunkenneſs and debauch- 
ery are the fountains of all wickedneſs. 


4 


IVI. FOLLIES f YOUTH. + 

IEE follies of youth being early imbi- 
bed, it not only becometh parents, but 

all thoſe who have the care of their educa- 
tion, narrowly to inſpe& as well as correct 
them. There is not a writer in the old 
N teſtament 


* 
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teſtament, who has left behind him more 
leſſons of morality for the obſervance of 
youth'than Solomon. He begins his book 
of Proverbs with their inſtruction, and he 
ends his preaching, with deſiring them to 
remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, before riper years come on them; 
for if they forget him in youth, they will 
not remember him in old age. And, in- 
deed how ſhould they ? For it is ſaid, that 
it is as eaſy for an Aihiopean to become 
White, as a wicked man to become good, 

Now as the education of youth is of ſuch 
great importance, it beyond meaſure be- 
cometh parents to loſe no opportunity of 
inſtilling good principles into the minds of 


| their children, and be continually inſtruct- 


ing them in their duty to God and man, 
when they fit in the houſe, when they walk 
by the way, when they lie down, and when 
they riſe up. For it is the only means of 


making good Stateſmen, as well as good 
Chriſtians, „ 
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XVIII. The FOLLIES of the AGE, too much 
increaſed by COMMERCE with Igolatrous 


Nations. 


1. is allowed, that every, nation that ſtrives 
to extend its commerce, not only adds to 
the benefit of the ſtate, by increaſing the 
number of inhabitants, but enriching indivi- 
duals by their diligence and induſtry. Yet 
it is too true that we imbibe too much of 


their fullies, We need not wonder what 


enormities thoſe people run into, who have 
not the word of God for their guide; 
(though the Almighty leaves no kingdom 


deſtitute of ſuch knowledge as is beneficial 


to their future welfare and happineſs) no 


doubt but that thoſe nations, which have 
adopted ſuch ſcenes of folly and wickedneſs, 


muſt be ſenſible that they have deviated 


from the paths of virtue and godlineſs. 
This however, ought to be no rule to the 


European nations, who have embraced 
Chriſtianity. Inſtead of imbibing their fol- 
lies, they ought rather to correct or adviſe 
them to the contrary; for it is a ſure maxim, 
that evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners, and good communications correct 


evil manners. 
D W __ 
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Let no nation, or people, that have em- 
braced Chriſtianity, think that they are to- 
lerated to commit wickedneſs, becauſe the 
neighbouring ſtates with whom they are 
connected, purſue ſuch follies ; but rather 
let them thank God that they have know- 
ledge to do better; and let them ſtrive 
with all their power, to bring thoſe bewil- 
dered people to a better ſenſe of their duty: 
knowing aſſuredly, that they who convert 
a ſinner from his wickedneſs, ſhall them- 
ſelves cover a multitude of fins. 


XIX. PROFUSION and PRODIGALITY. 


ROFUSION and Prodigality are ſo op- 
poſite to humanity and charity, that 
nothing diſgraces Chriſtianity more. t 
prodigal laviſheth away what ought to aſſiſt 
the induſtrious poor, and he who ſquander- 
eth away his treaſure voluptuouſly, and re- 
fuſeth charitable actions to the diſtreſſed, 
may properly be compared to the rich man 
in the goſpel; for the ſole uſe of riches 
ſhould be to do good with them. What 
woes did our bleſſed Lord pronounce againſt 
the rich, who made not a proper uſe o _ 
riches : 
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riches! And how much did he condemn 
thoſe who boaſted of their charities | There 
is more danger in riches than poverty ; for 
the poor man hath only the good of his own 
ſtate committed to him; but the rich are 
intruſted with the welfare of thouſands.— 
And be affured, there is more delight in 
being without what you have given, than in 
poſſeſſing great riches, without knowing 
their uſe. | 

The only happy wiſh in this Tife, is Agar's, 
and leaſt liable to temptation ; but if it 
pleaſe the Almighty giver of all things, to 
beſtow his favours more abundantly upon 
us, let us not throw them away profuſely or 
extravagantly ; but make it our chief ſtudy 
daily to do good with them; for we mult 
be accountable for their miſapplication. 


XX. FALSE and COM MON 
| SWEARING. 


Pall the vices that mankind are liable 
to, nothing is ſo ſhocking or difagree- 
able to the ear, as falſe and common ſwear- 
ing. There are not wanting many who de- 
light in cheating, tricking, and defrauding 

911 their 
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their neighbours ; nay, for the ſake of filthy 
lucre, ſome will not {tick to ſwear their lives 
and fortunes away. How ſhocking, that in 
the place of public judicature, there are 
thoſe unfortunate wretches to be found ! 
Moreover, Common ſwearing being ſo lightly 
and inſignificantly thought of, is become far 
too habitual and frequent a practice. 
Theſe vices are entirely owing to the 
heedleſs neglect of parents correcting their 
children in youth. How many of them do 
we find frequently ſwearing, when ſcarce 


capable of ſpeaking plain ; and if no educa- 


tion or inſtruction be given them, in order 
to eradicate that vice, when they come up 
to men, they will be in danger of not ſcru- 
pling to take a perjured oath. | 


xxl. DUEL LING- 


T MUELLING having become faſhion- 

able, it would be greatly worthy the 
legiſlature's notice to interfere, and if poſſi- 
ble to put a ſtop thereto. When Cæſar 
received a challenge from Anthony to engage 
him in fingle, combat, be calmly anſwered 


the bearer of the meſſage: If Anthony be 


weary 
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weary of his life, tell him, that there are 


other ways to death, beſides the point of my 


ſword. What an example of diſcretion 1s 


here ſhewn by a heathen ; one. would na- 
turally think then that Chriſtians ſhould act 
more prudently, as our religion teacheth us 
not to teſiſt evil. Let thoſe deſperadoes 
think what they pleaſe. All duels or fingle 
combats are murders ; though . they are 
never ſo much blanched over with honour- 
able pretenſions, their uſe is ſinful and their 
nature devliſh. It were greatly to be wiſh- 
ed, that quarreling and fighting ſo frequent 
amongſt the inferior claſs of people, could 
be diminiſhed alſo ; as it. would not only 
prevent a great number of animoſities, but 
more firmly cement the ties of humanity 
ſociety and friendſhip due to one another. 
It may be alledged, that if never fo ſevere 
laws were made on that head, it would be 
difficult to reſtrain the profligate and aban- 
doned. It is true, the bad feed is ſown in 
youth; and when ripened: into manhood, 

will ſcarcely be eradicated. | 
It is required of parents then, as well as 
Pe wrap ſeverely to correct thoſe un- 
der their care, when found guilty of ſuch 
revengeful and turbulent wy! ma (as ſome 
| | will 
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will be found more prone to them than 
others) and when they approach to puberty, 
that ſtrict education and correction will not 
be forgotten. | RS 


XXII. BAD COMPANY. 


OTHING ought to be more avoided, 
by youth, than bad company ; as no- 
thing is ſo dangerous ; for evil communica- 
tions corrupt good imanners. It has been 
often the deſtruction of many unfortunate 


wretches. Solomon frequently cautions his 
ſon to avoid their inſinuations, by bidding 


him not to enter into the path of the wicked, 
nor go in the way of evil men.— For, ſays 


he, their feet run to evil, and they make 


haſte to ſhed blood. Now, had he not ſeen 
the conſequences attending their actions, he 
would not have ſo often repeated theſe in- 
ſtructions to his ſon. 


No better advice than his can be given , 


to youth, for he requeſts them to put away 
ſorrow from their heart, and evil from their 
fleſh ; and tells them that childhood and 


outh are vanity. And he ſays alſo, that 


if they will cheer themſelves up in the days 
| | of 


K © 
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of their youth, and walk in the ways of 
their heart, and in the ſight of their eyes, 
yet they muſt not forget to remember that 


. Gop will bring them to judgment 


— — 


XXIII. ACTIONS and EXPRESSIONS. 


F mankind would but have a ſtrict regard 

to their actions, as well as expreſſions, 
and conduct themſelves according to the 
beſt of their knowledge, it would not only 
ſhew a good example to others, but greatly 
add to their own and neighbour's felicity. 
And how far example prevails beyond pre- 
cept, 1s daily ſeen among us; for how ready 
are we to ſet at nought, the inſtructions of 
our teachers, who adviſe us to refrain from 
vices they may probably be guilty of them- 


| ſelves! Never conſidering that they are 


frail as well as we. It is true, that to whom 
much is given much is required ; for he that 
hath five talents muſt be anſwerable for five; 
and he that hath but one, only for one. Let 
us not conclude then that education alone 
makes men good; if that were the caſe, 
what would become of thoſe who have not 


been fortunate enough to get any! Our 


thoughts. 
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thoughts muſt be guarded as well as actions 
and expreſſions; for the royal preacher tells 
us,“ that he that deviſeth to do evil, ſhall 
be called a miſchevious perſon ; and the 
thoughts of fooliſhneſs is fin.” 

As we are all, by nature, full of frailties, 
and equally liable to temptations and follies, 
let us not bury our talent in the ground, 
but ſtrive with all. our might to improve it. 
— Then we would make religion our chief 
conductor, and our actions and expreſſions 
would frequently teſtify it. 


XXIV. BACKBITING, CALUMNY, 
_ and SLANDER. 


ACKBITIXG, Calumny, and Slander 
being ſuch prevailing evils, it is im- 

ſible to evade their cenſures, what man- 
ner of life ſoever we purſue. You can ſcarce 
converſe with any body but the queſtion is, 
what news? And there are many who in 
repeating a tale increaſe it ſo quickly to the 
higheſt degree, that in the morning it is 
-onlypetty larceny, but in the evening felony. 
Or ſhould you be at a viſit with your 
friends or neighbours, and then declare 
your 
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your ſentiments candidly and openly, ſhould 
ſome of the hearers be of a different opini- 


on, either by putting a wrong conſtruction 


on your expreſſions, or for want of a memo- 
ry to retain them, or better abilities to 


define them, you are then liable to their 


cenſures; for there are ſome of ſuch per- 
verſe and obſtinate tempers, that nothing 
their neighbours ſay or 0 can pleaſe 
them. 

Would every man ſtrive to improve the 
talents given him, attend with care to his 
daily employment, and at leiſure divert 
himſelf with ſome innocent amuſement, he 


would ſoon be convinced to lay aſide tatt- 


ling and backbiting, and be clearly ſenſible 
that it is better to do good than evil, and to 


be, filent rather than ſpeak amiſs of. his 


neighbour; © For the Lord ſeeth not as man 


ſeeth : For man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 


heart,” 
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XXV. DRUNKENNESS. 


CAE all the follies that the human race 
are ſubject to, nothing degrades them 
more them Drunkennefs; tor the drunkard 
employs himſelf in eraſing the illuſtrious 
ſignature of reaſon which God ſtamped 
upon him in creation, as the prerogative of 
his nature ; and alſo makes himſelf incapa- 
ble of his duty, while he is ready to commit 
every ſin to which a temptation offers. How 
far it is prevalent in this nation, is daily 
ſeen in all taverns, places of amuſement 
and diverſion, and particularly amongſt the 
inferior claſs of people. The Supreme Be- 
ing does not deny us any of the comforts 
of life, provided we uſe them ſo as not to 
abuſe ourſelves thereby. How delightfully 
might we enjoy a glaſs with an acquaint- 
ance, if friendſhip and ſociability were the 
only defired objects! 
As the vices and. miſeries of the lower 


_ claſs of people, chiefly ariſe from the multi- 
plication of public houſes of entertainment, 
numbers might be ſuppreſſed without any 
hurt to the revenue. And if the characters 
of thoſe to whom licences are granted, 
were ſtrictly ſcrutinized, it would be we 
be 


ti 


. 
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beſt means of putting a ſtop to ſottiſh diſſipa- 
tion and of ſaving numbers from beggry and 
deſtruction, 


—ͤ ͤ—•— 


XXVI. GAMING. 


O* all the amuſements of life, Gaming 
is ofteneſt attended with the muſt fatal 
conſequences. The ladies, as well as gen- 
tlemen, have greatly imbibed the pleaſure; 
nay indecd, we find many in all ſituations 
who have ſucked in the infection, ſo dry, 
that they have frequently been undone by 


it. How many might be named that have 


loſt both fortune and life thereby! 

Were the covetous deſire of winning 
money, as well as the dangerous conſe- 
quences attending the loſing it, ſeriouſſy 
conſidered by all ranks of people, their 
diverſions might be deemed Pleaſures; but, 


without that regard, theſe amuſements muſt 
be called Follies, 
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XXVII. COVETOUSNESS. 


FNOVETOUSNESS, when it ſuper- 
aboundsò in any perſon, is termed Idola- 
try; for where the treaſure is, there will 
the heart be alſo. Our principal treaſure 
ought not to be on earth, but in heaven; 
and if riches increaſe, we ought not to ſet 
our hearts upon them. The ſcriptures in- 
form us that the love of money is the 
root of all evil. That the rich fall into 
tempration, and a ſnare, and into many 
fooliſh and hurtful-luſts, which drown them 
in deſtruction and perdition. Moreover, a 
covetous man can ſcarcely be called honeſt; 
for he often increaſes his riches on diſhoneſt 
principles. | 

Nothing will check this vice, or put a 
ſtop to it, but a ſetting our affections on 
things above and not on things below. For 
the time is ſhort we have to enjoy them ; 
and who knoweth but this night our ſoul 
may be required of us, even in the very 
height of projecting and making our for- 
tunes? And then it is doubtfut whether 
our ill-gotten riches will have any continu- 
ance with our ſucceſſoss. 


XXVII. 


* 
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XXVIII. GOING o LAW. 


OING to Law with our brethern is fo 


- 


far contrary to. the goſpel precepts, 
that we are commanded to ſuffer wrong 
rather than engage in it. Now, it we call 
ourſelves profeſſors of Chriſtianity, why do 
we not better obſerve its precepts? Were 
our life or eſtate in danger, or villainy to 
be proſecuted, there might be ſome excuſe; 


but far too many are frequently going to 


law, and that for trifles only; nay, even when 


the coſts exceed the debt. This ſavours of 


a malevolent principle. 
Were we endowed with any reaſonable 
humanity, and obſerved that Golden Rule 


of doing to others, as we would have them 


do to us, we ſhould better obſerve our Re- 
deemer's commands, and would ſooner 
ſuffer wrong than go to law. Let us then 
put away from us, all bitterneſs, wrath, an- 
ger, clamour, evil ſpeaking and malice, and 


let us live in peace one with another.” 
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XXIX. CRUELTY and RATE E. 


ae d and 8 are ſo dia- 
bolical that they are not only diſ- 
guſtful, but diſgraceful to the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity. Yet how frequently do 
we find thoſe impious monſters appear- 
ing in alt ſituations of life! Nay, indeed, 
we find children ſo prone to them, that one 
would imagine thoſe paſſions were inherent 
in our nature. It is true, we are born in 
ſin, and liable to all temptations that beſet 
and ſurround us; ſo that undoubtedly, 
without reſtraint, we ſhould be guilty of in- 
numerable vices and follies. But what ſhall 
we ſay of thoſe parents who delight to ſee 
a child revenge itſelf, even ſo far as to 
pitched handy blows ? Thus carcleſly cor- 
rected, what cruelties and revenge will not 
that child be guilty of, when he arrives at 
maturity! 

Let all parents, of what rank ſoever, 
ſtrive to curb theſe prevailing paſſions, as 
ſoon as diſcovered in their children. Then 
they will be ready to acquieſce in the goſ- 
pel rules, © That if any one ſhould ſmite 
them on the right cheek, they will turn to 
him the left alſo.“ 12 

XXX. 
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XXX. AMBITION and rin 


MBITION and Tyranny are eue. 
ly the forerunners of deſolation and 
deſtruction. They have not only been the 
downfall of empires, but of communities 
and families. The ambitious man is never 
ſatisfied, till his wants or deſires be fulfill- 
ed, though too often at the riſk of his cha- 
racter, fortune, or life. Moreover, the lat- 
ter frequently accompanies the former ; 
and, when joined together, fatal conſe- 
quences generally enſue. 

Were mankind content with their ſta- 
tions, and diligently to perform the du- 
ties incumbent thereon ; were riches and 
honour their attendants bere, humihty 
would ſoon teach them the ſhort duration of 
earthly grandeur ; would alſo baniſh thoſe 
monſters, and create in the minds of all 
ranks of people that ſincere love and obedi- 
ence due to one- another. Then the lion 
and lamb would play together ; peace and 
happineſs wuold be reſtored ; and the duties 
of Chriltianity would cement the ties of 
friend{hip, humanity, and contentment, 
never to 2 ſeparated. 


XXXI. 


40 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


xxx. SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


E promoting of Sunday Schools is, 
doubtleſs, a mark of good diſpoſition 


in the inhabitants of ſuch places as they are 
eſtabliſhed in: but hitherto their encourage- 
ment ſeems principally confined to large 
and populous places, where theſe undertak- 
ings indeed refle& great credit, and muſt 
produce good effects. But the neceſſity of 
ſuch ſeminaries is not ſuperceded by any 
other plan of Chriſtian education in country 


villages and hamlets. Immorality will 


thrive in any ſoil, if it be not checked by 
the weeding hand of ſalutary inſtruction. 
It is true, the little town of Dalſton in this 
county, has eſtabliſhed a Sunday School: 
but we have not a Mr. PaLE in every 
village. | 

| There is perhaps a method of producing 
Sunday Schools, even in places where the 
uſual mode of ſubſcription cannot be adopt- 
ed. Suppoſe the Right Reverend, the 


Biſhops of this kingdom, ſhould give a ſtrict 
charge to every ſchool-maſter an their re- 
ſpective dioceſes, not only to inſtruct their 
ſcholars in the church catechiſm, once or 
twice a week, but to uſe prayers in their 


ſchools 
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ſchools morning and evening; and (if the 
ſchool be ſo fituated as to admit of it con- 


veniently) to meet every Sunday morning, 


and be exerciſed in ſuch parts of the Chriſ. 
tian doctrine as apply more immediately to 
the diſcharge of duties, which, as members 
of that body whereof CHRIST is the head, 
we are bound to obſerve:—duties, however, 
which mult be firlt known, betore. they be 
pradtiſed. 


Fram ſuch exerciſes, I leave any perſon | 


to judge under what impreſſions, and in 
how fit a temper of mind, the young may 
be conducted to the place 'of pyblic worſhip. 
A practice, like this, was obſerved in the 


celebrated ſchuol at Appleby, while under 
the charge of that great maſter, the late Mr. 
Tates; and I think it is not oceans to 


conclude, that it. might be made general by 
the authority of our Prelates; and if gene- 
ral, it would become highly inſtrumental in 
promoting the welfare both of church and 


ſtate. An endeavour to inſtitute a practice 
ok this ſort would be diſcharging the duty 


of a good citizen, as well as of a Chriſtian. 


 —Relivion never received more pure or 


uniform homage from the throne of theſe 
kingdoms, than it has done during the pre- 


F lent 
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ſent reign. Such a conduct muſt therefore 
ſecure the approbation of the Prince, and 
will in no wiſe paſs without a reward from 
the Almighty, who delighteth in the man 
that has power, and exerteth that power tor 
the reformation of his brethren. 


XXXII. BANKRUPTCY. 
ANKRUPTCY having become at pre- 


only to the utter ruin of many indivi- 
duals, but to the great diſcredit of trade, 
it would be worthy the Legiſlature's notice 
to interfere, in order, if poſſible, to put a 
ſtop to the many iniquitous proceedings 
therein purſued. Should a man , ſteal only 
forty ſhillings, the law is ready to condemn, 
him; but if a man break in fen thouſand 
pounds debt, and pay only five ſhillings in 
the pound, he probably evades the laſh of 
the law, and becomes richer than ever; 
never conſidering how many he has undone. 
Pride and luxury muſt be baniſhed, and 
induſtry and economy inſtituted in their 
room, or a proper remedy will never take 


place 


ſent too faſhionable a practice, not 
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place, How far Sunday Schools, if ſtren- 
uouſly encouraged by our Reverend Pre- 


lates, would ſucceed, a ſhort time will dif-. 
cover; for nothing bids fairer to remove 


the grievances of the ſtate, than the propa- 
gation of religion and morality; and where 
are the ignorant to be inſtzutted, but at 
ſuch ſchools ? 5 


XXXIII. IDLENESS. 


IDLENES8, increaſing in any ſtate hin- 

dereth the proſperity thereof. How far 
this nation is affected thereby, is apparently 
ſeen by the increaſe of the poor rates. 
Forty years ago, ſeveral pariſhes did not. 
expend more than three or four pounds a 
year in the ſupport of their poor, which are 
now as many hundreds. Some may, per- 
haps, attribute it to extravagancy and lux- 


ury; but Idleneſs is the firſt cauſe; nay- 


indeed it is the forerunner of numberleſs 
diſorders alſo. When do you ſee the in- 


duſtrious peaſant troubled with hypocon- 


driac or hyſteric diſorders ? Perhaps, ſome 
may attribute them to ſtudious and ſeden- 


tary people only; but would thoſe take re- 


* gularly 
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gularly as much delight in riding, walking, 
or any other bodily exerciſe, as in their in- 


active employments, they would ſoon be 


freed from their diſorders.— Till the. Legiſ- 
Jature make ſome emendations in the poor 
laws, for their conſtant and better employ- 
ment, all the extravagancies and miſde- 
meanors among the lower claſs of people 
cannot be banithed ; for idleneſs is the pa- 
rent of them all. 


XXXIV. PRIDE and LUXURY. 


RIDE and Luxury, when they ſuper- 
abound in any nation, become at laſt 


its total overthrow. How far the people 
of England are bewildered by theſe over 


prevailing follies, is plainly ſeen by the 
great increaſe of bankruptcies. Would 
mankind only live in reaſonable bounds, 
and not exceed their income, it would 
greatly diſcourage theſe depredators of our 
happineſs and welfare; but pride ſets us too 
much on a level one with another. The 
ſervant appears gayer than his maſter, and 


the tenant than his landlord. Till a better 
| Tubordination takes place, we cannot hope 


for 
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for better times. Perhaps it may be ſaid 
that our ſuperiors ſnew us a bad example. 
What have we to do with the example of 
others? I own it is very ſtriking to the in- 
ferior claſs of people; but it will be of little 
avail to us (ar a future day of reckoning) to 
lay, that we followed fuch vices, becaule our 
ſuperiors were guilty of the ſame. We are 
happy that the word of God informs us that 
the father ſhall not anſwer for the wicked- 
neſs of his fon, (except he has been defi- 


cient in adviſing) neither ſhall the ſon an- 


{wer for the father; but every perſon mult 
bear his own iniquity. 

It then becometh eyery man to conſider 
well the ſtation that Providence hath placed 
him in here; and he will be careful to 
avoid extremes as well in dreſs as diet, and 
will always imprint in his mind the wiſc 
man's expreſſion That pride goeth before 
deſtruction, and a haughty ſpirit before a 
fall.“ 


XXXV. 


ä — INS — —— — 
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XXXV. STEALING, CHEATING, and 
DEFRAUDING. 


TEALING, Cheating, and Defrauding 

our neighbours, are become ſo preva- 
lent, that our Legiſlature muſt be at a loſs 
what method to take for the more ſpeedy 
and effectual diſcouragement thereof. How 
ſhocking is it, when men are detected in 
picking of pockets, even in the ſeat of judi- 
cature, and under the gallows! lt clearly 
evinces that the abandoned principles of 
this age are increaſing, and without ſome 
remedy, muſt ſoon be of an alarming 
nature. 

Were the actions of youth ſtrictly noticed 
by parents, guardians, and inſtructors, and 
when found guilty of any fraudulent prac- 
tices, lying, gaming, or any other methods 
of extravagantly waſting their time or mo- 
ney, corrected in the bud; it would help 
greatly towards the diſcouragement of vice 
and wickedneſs. But no thorough remedy 
can take place till religion and morality be 
better eſtabliſhed ; which bids faireſt to 
come from the promotion and encourage- 


ment of Sunday Schools. 
XXXVI. 


== 
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XXXVI. SUICIDE. 
| O*F all the crimes that mankind are 


uilty of, none is ſo inhuman as ſelt- 
murder. It often happens that the plea- 
ſures of this world, raſhly purſued without 
conſideration, ſhorten the days of many 
cople. But what can we ſay of thoſe who 
5 violent hands upon themſelves? We are 
frequently informed that ſome great trou- 
ble, loſs, or heinous crime, hath been the 
occaſion of ſuch raſh proceedings. For 
they undoubtedly deſpair of God's mercy 
and aſſiſtance, or they would not be guil 
of ſo flagrant an offence. But let them ſeri- 
ouſly confider that there 1s no fin fo grie- 
vous but what may be repented of, and 
what the word of God aſſures us hath been 
forgiven, on ſincere repentance, 

The only remedy againſt ſuch vile pro- 
ceedings is to ſearch the ſcriptures, and 
there we ſhall frequently behold the righte- 
ous, in all ages, under ſevere perſecutions 
and troubles. Nay, even the bleſſed Son 
of God not exempt from them; therefore, 
let us reaſon with ourſelves as Job did, and 
be content to wait all the days of our life, 
vil the appointed time of our change come. 

And 
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And let us alfo expoſtulate with ourſelves, 
as the holy P/a/mi/t did. and ſay, Why art 
thou ſo full of heavineſs, O my ſoul? and 
why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? Put 
thy truſt in God, and ſuffer contentedly ; 
for he is able, and will deliver thee, when 
it feemeth meet to his godly wiſdom,” 


XXXVII. PLEASURE and DELIGHT. 


| HE pleaſures and delights of this 


world are ſo tranſient, that they ap- 
pear (even after enjoyment) as a dream or 
ſhadow; yet ſo fluctuating and unfteady 
are frail mortals, that they are fooliſſily and 
conſtantly hankering after them; nay, even 


when they know. that the too cager pur- 


ſuit thereof will endanger both fortune and 


conſtitution ; and what is of far greater con- 


ſequence, eternal happineſs, if not repent- 
ed of. They may perhaps ſay that all things 


were created for the benefit and uſe of man, 


and that he has liberty to enjoy the good 
things of this life. But let them obſerve 
then the reſtriction, not to abuſe them- 
dclves thereby. | 
Would but man then ſeriouſly . 
tt 
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the nature of this great prerogative given 


him, the good things of this life would 
either be rejected, or uſed with ſuch mode- 
ration, as would not only give happineſs 
to himſelf, but to all around him. 


— — 


XXXVIIl PROSPERITY and 
ADVERSITY. 


PROSPERITY and adyerfity, being 
conſtant attendants on the human race, 


it behoveth us all with chearful reſignation 


to accept their approach. But how many 
do we find, in proſperity, totally forget 
that ever adverſity may befalt them; nay 
often forget their fellow creatures and 
their God. And we alfo find that when ad- 
verſity afflicts us, our fpirits are frequently 
depreſſed, and our hopes banithed from the 
expectation of ever being relieved; and 
what is far more dangerous, almoſt in de- 
fpair.—Now, as the pleaſures of the one, 
and troubles of the other, are evidently feen 
to be natural accidents, or perhaps fent to 
correct our follies, or try our patience, we 
wo. chearfully to ſubmit to them. 


Rouſe then, my children, your ſpirits, 
G and 


Rr 


——̃ — — —— — — —— — —— — 


5o MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


and let your underſtanding teach you to, be 
humble minded, charitable and compaſſion- 
ate, when in proſperity; and when in ad- 
verſity, be content; know that, if ſent from 
God, it will turn out at laſt to your uni- 
verial ſatisfaction and happineſs; for 
Whatever is (if it come from him) is 


beſt.“ 


XXXIX. CHARITY. 
HARITY is of ſo extenſive a quality, 


that it centres innumerable duties in 
its circle. St. Paul tells us that we may 
give all our goods to feed the poor, and 
yet not be endowed with real charity. He 
does not mean to reſtrain our benevolent 
principles, but increaſe them; for charity, 
ſays he, begetteth love to God and our fel- 
low creatures, faith, hope, and perſever- 
ance. And if we be endowed with thoſe 
gifts, it will increaſe our humanity, even 
by doing good to the moſt unworthy. . 
In order therefore to attain this greatelt . 
of all gifts, let us lay aſide evil ſpeaking, 
malice, |: hatred, and revenge; and let all 


our actions conſiſt in being good n, 
hs | | an 
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and doing good to others, according to the 
utmoſt of our abilites; and then we ſhall 
/ attain that moſt excellent gift of charity, 
which covereth a multitude of fins : for it is 
the child of faith, and a guide to everlaſting 


felicity. 


AL. HUMANITY. and 
COMPASSION. : 


UMANITY and Compaſſion are ſuch 
endearing qualifications, that they 

are the very badges of the chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion. There need not a day paſs over our 
heads without a diſplay more or leſs, of 
thoſe heavenly talents. What numerous 
objects of diſtreſs have we frequently a- 
round us! The fick, the lame, the blind, 
the aged and infirm, the orphan and widow 
demand our attention and compaſſion. 
Nay, innumerable accidents, caſualties, and 
misfortunes, are daily preſenting them- 
ſelves before our eyes, wherein we may 
have liberty to put in aCtion thoſe humane 
principles. Some may, perhaps argue, 
that the laws of the land have provid- 
ed for the neceſſitous poor. It is true; 
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but how many diſtreſsful misfortunes and 
calamities happen frequently among us that 
do not come under this denomination ! Be- 
fades, how many baſhful creatures arethere, 
who would almoſt die of hunger before 
they would apply to a pariſh for releif! 
Let us therefore, exert ourſelves ac- 
cording to our abilities, in doing all the 
good we can to our fellow creatures, e- 
ſpecially when in diſtreſs. Then we ſhall 


fulfil our Saviour's commands; for he tells | 


us, that what is done to thoſe poor and un- 
fortunate brethren, who cannot requite us, 
is done unto him. N 


— . — 


XII. DAILY BRE AD. 


firſt petition in the Lord's Prayer, 
reſpecting ourſelves, is begging of 

our heavenly Father daily ſuſtenance, 
which is the firſt thing needful for our bo- 
dies, and for which we ought to give him 
our moſt ſincere thanks; becauſe our weak 
endeavours are not able to procure us any 
thing without his aid and aſſiſtance; but by 
our honeſt endeavours and his bleſſing, 
we may be enabled to ſupport — 
| 2 
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Yet how many do we find, not only care- 
leſs in ſtriving to ſupport themſelves, but 
more careleſs in begging his aſſiſtance, or 
thanking him for what they do reecive! 
What worthleſs wretches are we, who tho 
et endowed with reaſon, not to give 
him thanks for our daily food? And 
we ſee far too many Bras this required 
dut 
2 us rouſe ourſelves from thoſe care- 
leſs and evil habits we have been too long 
accuſtomed to; let us ſhew ourſelves men 


and Chriſtians; and let us remember that 
our bleſſed Redeemer, at his laſt ſupper, 


gave thanks. Let us imitate him as tar as 
we are able; and let us not forget con- 


ſtantly to pray to God for the relief of our 


bodies, as well as our ſouls. And let us 


alſo remember, never to abuſe ourſelyes 


with thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings that the Al- 
mighty hath thought proper to beſtow up- 
Ou us. 


Lu. TEMPTATION. 


T. laſt petition in the prayer which 
the Son of God hath taught us, is 
begging 


54 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


begging that our heavenly Father would 


not lead us into temptation, but deliver us 


from evil; for he well knew that our frail 
nature would occafion numerous temptati- 
ons and evils to ſurroud us, and which he 
knew alſo we could not withſtand, © with- 
out the aſſiſtance of his Grace and holy 
Spirit, and that we ſhould be trequently de- 
juded by the glittering baits of the world, 
the fleſh, and the Devil; therefore he con- 
tinually requeſts us to be on our guard, 
that we draw not theſe temptations or evils 
wilfully on ourſelves; for he will not ſuffer 
us to be tempted more than we are able to 
encounter, if we ſtrive to reſiſt them. 


Nou, in order to ſhun theſe temptations, 
let us abſtain from all the appearances of 


evil; and ſhould the frailty of our nature 
tempt us to fin, let us not perſevere in it, 
but ftrive with all our might to conquer 


thoſe paſſions that are moſt likely to enſlave 


us; and by perlevering with care in the 
goſpel precepts, as well as praying frequent- 
ly to out heavenly Father for his aſſiſtance, 


he will enable us to withſtand all thoſe 


temptations and evils that: ſo frequently 
viſit us. 


XLIIII. 
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XIII. 7 DE not, that ye be not 
* 1 E D. 


ESUS CHRIST, in his admirable ſer- 
mon on the mount, expreſsly com- 
mands us not to judge one another; for 
he ſays, Judge not, that ye be not Judged. 
And he alſo ſays, that with what meafure 
ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. 


He likewiſe bids the hypocrite caſt the 


beam out of his own eye, and he will ſee 
more clearly. to pull the mote out of his 
brother's eye. So that it plainly appears, 
in all his expreſſions, that pardon and for- 
giveneſs were the principal topics of his 
converſation, and the grand charaQeriſtic 
of his miſſion; for he knew well our frail- 
ties, how continually we were tranſgreſſing 
the laws of our Maker, and "continually 
wanted forgivenels. So that it is evident, 
if we will be raſh in judging one another, 
we muſt expect the ſame treatment our- 
ſelves. | 
Now, if we wiſh to be our Lord's diſciples, 


let us ſtrictly obey this precept ; let us al- 
ways do to others, as we would have them 


to do to us. Ihen we ſhall be ſparing in 
judging 


56 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


judging our brother ; for on this depends- 
our judgment with God. 5 


XIV. CARE and FEAR. 


ARE and Fear are paſſions eſtabliſhed 
C in the breaſt of every individual; the 
former ought to teach us induſtrious prin- 
ciples without covetouſneſs; like Martha 


in the Goſpel, who was careful for man 


things. But undoubtedly her worldly care 


was no more than reaſonably requiſite, 
otherwiſe ſhe would have been rebuked by 


our bleſſed Redeemer. The latter ſhould 


direct us not to be diſquieted by vain fears, 
nor let our hearts fink under us from the 
phantoms of imagination; for from too 


much fear misfortunes proceed. We ge- 
nerally find wickedneſs committed in the 
dark, for fear of being ſeen by men, and 
for fear of corporal Sent never 
conſidering the fear of HIM to whom day 
and night are equally alike. | | 
Seeing daily that the good things of this 


life are ſo tranſient, our too eager care after 
them ſhould be moderated; and we ought 


never 
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ds- never to let fear make us deſpond, but let 
reaſon conduct us in all our undertakings. 
Then would ſucceſs attend. us, and our 
chief care would be to fear HIM, who is 
not only able to. give us happineſs here, 
but everlaſting felicity hereafter. 


3 XIV. HOPE and DESPAIR. 


1 ; OE is ſo entertaining an idea, that it 

| 1 encourageth us to fight through all 
diſſiculties, to gain the expected end. De- 
y ſpair is fo far to the contrary, that it terrifies 
89 1} J our ſoul with yain fears, and makes every 
good thihg ſeem impoſſible. to be acquired. 


5 Hope crowns all our wiſhes, if we fix it 
iS not beyond the bounds of probability. 
1 Therefore reaſon ſhould be our dictator, 
and ſucceſs would enſue. Nevertheleſs 


4 ſhould diſappointments attend our reaſon- 
able endeavours, a right grounded hope will 
prepare us to meet all events with an equal 
mind. Deſpair ſpreadeth a veil er all 
good actions, and repreſents them to the 
mind in the gloomieſt aſpect. She poiſon- 

t eth the ſweets of life; therefore let us not 

| ſofter her to enter our habitations. 

1 „ Rouſe 
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- Rouſe thyſelf then, O man! to the com- 


bat. Shake off deſpair, and let thy under- 


ſtanding tell thee that man was born to 
troubles, as the ſparks fly upwards. Let 


religion be thy guide, and eternal bliſs 


thy hope; and beg of the Lord thy God, 
not to ſuffer thee to be tempted more than 
thou art able to bear; for without his aſſiſt- 
ance thou canſt do nothing. Then the 
greateſt misfortune will not depreſs thee; 
tor the hopes of everlaſting felicity, patient- 
y 8 will enable thee to bear up un- 
er all. 


XLVI. PAIN and SICK NE SS. 


AIN and Sickneſs are the concomitant 
K companions of this our earthly. pilgrim- 
age; though we find ſome leſs afflicted then 
others. Our days on earth may juſtly be 
called few and evil; ſo that we ought 
continually to be on our watch, m order 
to guard againſt, or bear up under, all the 


temptations, misfortunes, and ſickneſs, that 


may befall us. Mankind, not only by 


their frailties, are liable to contingencies 


and diſaſters, but are frequently bringing 


them 
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them on themſelves, for want of prudence 


and diſcretion; which might have been 


avoided. What ſhocking diſorders do we 
ſee introduced daily by our follies! and at 
the ſame time we ſee the moſt prudent and 
diſcreet perſons not able to evade them. 

It behoves then all of us, to be content 
under afflictions, whether by acquirement, 
or the hand of God; and to bear up under 
them with the greateſt reſignation. And 
ſhould it be our good fortune to have a leſs 


| ſhare then our neighbours, let us be pitiful 


and compaſſionate to them who ſuffer more; 
ſeriouſly reflecting what the bleſſed Son of 
God ſuffered to expiate our guilt, and who 
omitted not to tell us, that we muſt be con- 
tent, if required to forfeit all our property, 


our neareſt kindred, our wife and children, 


nay even life itſelf, or we cannot be his 
diſciples. e 


XLVIL. MERCY and PEACE. 


ERCY and Peace are ſuch attributes 
of heavenly perfection, that our 
Bleſſed Saviour, in his ſermon on the 


mount, ä them happy that are 


ö endowed 
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endowed with them; for, ſays he, bleſſed 
are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain met 
cy; and bleſfed are the peace makers, for 
they ſhall be called the children of God. 
Vet juſtice is an attribute of heaven as well 
as mercy; therefore, when juſtice requires 
*puniſhment, the law muſt be fufilled. Now, 
how excellent muſt chriſtianity be beyond 
all other profeſſions, that bath ſuch heaven- 
ly dictates for its guide; yet we ſee male- 
volence, revenge, and diſcord too much 
prevailing, and frequently practiſed by thoſe 
who go under the denomination of chriſti- 
ans. 
Leet us, my children, ſhake of thoſe diſ- 


turbers of our peace and happineſs. Let 


us imitate our great benefactor to the ut- 
moſt of our power. Let us be juſt and 


honeſt in all our dealings one with another; 


and willing at all times, to be compaſſionate 
and merciful, even to our greateſt enemies. 


Then we may reſt perfectly aſſured that 
the Prince of Peace will be mercyul to us. 


XLII. 


— 
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XLVIII. REVILINGS and PERS E. 
CUTIONS. 


EVILINGS and Perſecutions were not 

only the attendants of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, whilſt on earth, but of all his 
apoſtles and propagators of chriſtianity. 
And indeed they are in ſome meaſure the 
companions of thoſe who chuſe to lead a 


- godly life; for they that will hive godly 
_ mult: ſuffer perſecutions. It is evident, 


that when godly perſons ſhun the actions 
and follies of the wicked, they are natu- 
rally reviled by them; but ſhould they ex- 
poſe, or condemn their frailties, they are 
not only reviled but perſecuted alſo, What 
antipathy has darkneſs to light? Or the 
ſons of Belial to the ſons of God? Seeing 
then that the perſecutions of the wicked 
have an end with this life, how ſweet muſt 
the reflection be to the godly, that their 
power is but of ſhort duration! 


Loet then the perſecutions and ſufferings 


of the Son of God enter deep into our 
minds; and as he who knew no fin, was 


"hated and perſecuted without a cauſe, what 


ought not we to ſuffer who have ſo many 
offences to be attoned for! Let us beg the 
aſſiſtance 


g 


62 MISCELLANEOUS” ESSAYS, 


aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit, to enable us to 
ſhun the' temptations of the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil. For he invites all thoſe that 
are weary, and heavy laden with fins, to 
come to him, and he will give them reſt · 


—— amen 


XLIX. MISERY and TROUBLE. 


AN that is born of a woman, is of 

few days, and full of trouble; and 
the author of theſe words further vindi- 
cates theſe expreſſions, by aſſuring us, that 
we are born to troubles, as the ſparks fly 
upwards. From which it 1s clearly evident, 
that the degeneracy of our nature makes 
us liable to them; therefore, it is impoſſi- 
ble to avoid them. Good and evil being 
ſet before us, and rewards and puniſhments 
their concomitants, occaſion this life to be 
called a warfare; and our being made free 
agents, cauſes the merit or demerit of this 
warfare; therfore if we chooſe the one ra- 


ther than the other, we ſhall undoubtedly 
receive its enſuing contents. 

Let us then ſeriouſly conſider that as we 
receive good at the hands of God, ought 
we not then to receive evil? or rather ſuffer 

2 correction 
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correction for our miſconduct and folly ; 
knowing aſſuredly, that the bleſſed Son of 
God was a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and, according to his own ex. 
preſſions, had no where to lay his head, as 
well as all his miniſters and adherents, who 
not only were continually under afflictions 
and perſecutions, but willingly ſuffered 
death, for the propogation of his holy reli- 
gion,—Ought not then theſe examples to 
excite our patience to ſubmit to the entire 
will of God, and bear up under all our 
miſery and trouble, 


7 


L. The Author's ADDRESS to his chil- 


dren, on reverencing the Sabbath. 


I Sabbath is become ſo greatly ne- 
glected by the people of this kingdom, 
that I cannot look over enjoining, and 
ſtrictly charging you, my Dear children, 
devoutly to obſerve that Day. You are not 
unacquainted how expreſſive the command 
of the Deity is in the obſervance of it; yet l 
fear, there is more fin and folly committed 
on that day, than on any other. For being 
freed from our wordly employments, we 

x let 
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let ourſelves looſe to folly and pleaſure, and 
even though we put on a cloak of ſanctity, 
by attending Divine Service, yet how heed- 
leſs are we in performing the duties there 
required! And how neglectful of receiving 
the inſtructions there given! Moreover, 
the folly of dreſs and grandeur, ſeen at 
church in ſome, as alſo the ridiculous and 
unſeeming behaviour of others, would bet- 
ter agree with an aſſembly or playhouſe. I 
wiſh this be not deemed a mockery of re- 
ligion. Were we to pay our addreſſes to 
our good and gracious Sovereign, for a 
place of honour and preferment, we would 
certainly appear before him in ſuch a man- 
ner as we would hope to meet with ſucceſs. 
How then ought we to appear before HIM! 
who is all knowing, as well as the giver of 
all good things, and who (on ſerious reflec- 


tion) is al powerful too; for he will ſurely 


caſt the body and ſoul into hell, of thoſe who 
trample under feet his divine commands. 
Let us, my dear children, before it be 
too late, examine ourſelves, and ſee whe- 
ther we are not of the above number; let us 
ſtrictly obſerve the commands of our bleſſ- 
ed Redeemer, who is Lord of the Sabbath. 
Let us conſtantly attend Divine Service 


| with 
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with a becoming decency, and when the 


day is not agreeable for a rural walk, let it 
be. ſpent in reading the ſcriptures or ſome 
good author, or in an innocent diſh of tea 
with ſome worthy friend. Thus by our 
ſhewing a good example, we ſhall inſtigate 
others to do the ſame. 


3 


LI. The ſerious WISH of being HAPPY 
HERE, as well as HEREAFTER. 


TFT muſt be the deſire of all men to enjoy 
happineſs here, as well as hereafter, It 


may be ſaid, perhaps, that riches, and,health 


to enjoy them, are the greateſt happineſs 
here ; which is entirely the reverſe :—for 
we often find, that riches, and health to en- 
joy them, by our improper uſe thereof, 
deprive us too often of both theſe earthly 
bleſſings. But ſhould not that be the caſe, 


we probably may be lifted up by them, ſo 


as to forget our duty to, God, and bene- 
volence to our fellow creatures ; and be de- 
lighted too much with ambition and ho- 
nour, which cannot create happineſs. What 
courſe then ſhould we purſue to make life 
molt agreeable, and what ſteps ought we to 

I taks 
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take to ſecure happineſs hereafter ! 

As health, with contentment, are the 
greateſt bleſſings in this life, it behoveth all 
ranks of people to fill their ſtations with 
credit and honour ; and if they will permit 
regularity and temperance to be their con- 
duCtors, they may obtain happineſs here ; 
and meekneſs, with humility and charity, 
ſteadily purſued, will undoubtedly gain it 
hereafter. 


r K. 


V all the bleſſings we enjoy here, 
Health is the greateſt ; therefore it 
ought to be our whole ſtudy to preſerve it ; 
and as nothing 1s ſo conducive thereto as 
exerciſe, cleanlineſs and ſubdueing our pal- 
ſions, how careful then ought we to be, to 
avoid every extreme of what kind ſoever ! 
Vet, how far the reverſe do we act, and fo 
careleſs are we of preſerving that ineſtimable 


benefit, that it ſeems to be totally neglected 


by us. How frequently do we drink each 
others health, when enjoying our glaſles, 
though at the ſame time we pride ourlelves 


in intoxicating one another! How ready 
; L are 
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are we to purſue the vanities and pleaſures 
of this world, though at the riſk of both 


fortune and health! Nay, ſo eager are we 


in purſuit of riches, that we totally deſtroy 
our health in acquiring them, 

Let moderation, prudence, and temper- 
ance be our guide, then we may perhaps 
enjoy that chief of all bleſſings, to a reaſon- 
able old age. 


Ll. CONTENTMENT. 


ONTENTMENT is connected with 

Health, that the one might be regard- 
ed as much as the other ; for health would 
not create happineſs without contentment. 
Of what ſervice would riches be to a diſcon- 
tented mind! Or what would become of 
the poor man, if contentment were not his - 
conductor! As fortune beſtows her favours 
ſo wild and extravagantly, to ſome far too 
much, to others too little; ſome we find fre- 
quently enjoy a good ſtate of health, others 
but indifferent ; ſome liable to caſualties 
and diſaſters, others fortunate in all their 
undertakings ; ſome to riſe to great pro- 
motion and honours, others totally rejected 


12 and 
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and diſregarded; ſome tyrants and uſurp- 
25 others totally regardleſs of their wel. 
re. 

Since then this life is only a ſtate of 
probation and trial, and but of a ſhort du- 
ration, let us bear up under all the con- 
tingencies therot; then we ſhall be ready 


to fay with our great Apoſtle, © that whatſo- 


eyer ſtate we are in, we have learned to 
be content, for no riches are — 


to 2 contented mind. 


LIV. PRUDENCE& CONSIDERATION. 


PETER and Conſideration ſhould 
be the ſerious reſult of our actions; yet 


How frequently do we obſerve theſe grand 


conductors of our welfare too little noticed. 


The raſh and imprudent have reaſon to re- 


pent of their follies; but not perhaps till it 
be too late. How many fine armies have 


been cut off by the imprudence of their 


1 


commanders, and ſtates overturned for want 


of prudent counſellors! Nay, we find that 


75 all the diſaſters that befal us, are 


owing to want of prudence and conſider- 


ation. 
Let 
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| » Let us then hear the dictates of pru- 


dence, and give head unto her counſels; for 
ſhe is the guide of human life. Let us 
alſo hearken to the voice of conſideration ; 
for ſhe ſpeaketh the words of wiſdom, and 
her paths ſhall lead us to ſafety. 


LV. WISDOM and KNOWLEDGE. 


ISDOM and Knowledge are ſuch 

good qualifications, that 1t ought 
to be our chief delight to acquire them. 
How: frequently do we find men exerting 
all their faculties to procure riches and ho- 


nours! which probably may have no laſting 
duration. But how few do we find thirſt- 
ing after wiſdom and knowledge! which 
when once acquired will be an everlaſting 


ſource of comfort and ſatisfaction. There 
can be no greater pleaſure to man than in 
ſtudying the works of omnipotence, in the 
creation of the world, and all things there- 
in, What wonders and beauties do we ſee 
in every part thereof! And how muſt we 
be delighted, when we conſider tliey were 
all made for our benefit! Look up to the 
heavens, and behold their ſplendor. Look 

of upon 
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upon the earth, and behold her beautiful 


produce. Caſt your eyes on a flower, and 
' with what beauty and fragrancy does it ap- 
pear! Not to be imitated by man; nay, 
the whole creation is rapture to an inquiſi- 
tive mind. 

Exert yourſelves then, my children, and 
let it be your chief ſtudy to find wiſdom ; 
and, with all your getting, get underſtand- 
ing; for ſhe is more precious than rubies, 
and all the things that you can defire are 
not to be compared to her. Her ways are 


ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 


peace.“ She will aſſiſt you to get through 


this world comfortably, and procure you 
everlaſting lgppineſs in the world to come. 


Lvl. AGRICULTURE more beneficial 
to a STATE than TRADE. 


of all proſperous nations, to increaſe the 


welfare of the ſtate, not only by trade, but 


agriculture alfo; for the real ſtrength of 
every kingdom depends on population, 
and the only ſolid baſis of a numerous popu- 


T has been the ſtudy of the legiſlature, 


lation 


y* 
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lation is agriculture; for without it the ſub- 
ſiſtance of a nation is precarious; but more 
particularly this kingdom, which is ſur- 
rounded by the ocean. If agriculture had 
not been improved in days of old, how 
muſt ſo many flouriſhing nations have ar- 
rived at ſuch a pitche of grandeur as hiſtory 
affords! What muſt ſupport a numerous 
race of people, or great armies, but agri- 


culture? 


It behoveth then the legiſlators of this 
kingdom, to give every encouragement 
(by offering premiums, or any other mode 
they think more requiſite) for planting of 


trees, as well for the navy, which is the 


ſupport of trade, as huſbandry ; for without 
ſuch care the kingdom will ere long be in 
the utmoſt neceſlity ; annexing, at the ſame 


time, all encouragement to the induſtrious 
huſbandman, 


LVII. FUSTICE. 


USTICE is one of the principal attri- 
butes of the Deity, as well as the fore- 
moſt of the Cardinal Virtues recommended 
to 
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to man; ſo that the more we imitate our 
juſt, yet merciful Creator, the more we 
{hall be efteemed by him. Our duty to 
God may be ſummed up in a narrow com- 
paſs; namely, “ in doing juſtice, loving mer- 
cy, and walking humbly with him.“ All 
other good qualifications will centre in 
theſe, Yet how much do we find this 
noble duty deviated from, even amongſt 
nations, who have the word of God for 
their guide! Where is that man's juſtice, 
that is continually cheating and defrauding 
his neighbour, and running into debt, 
without any intention of paying it again? 
Where is that man's juſtice, who taketh 
bribes to pervert the truth? Or where is 
that man's juſtice, who omits bringing a 
delinquent to puniſhment when in his 
power? Which if he had done, might pro- 
bably have put a ſtop to further miſchief. 
The thoughts of being merciful were per- 
haps the object of not proſecuting, or the 
expences attending it. It is true, mercy is 
an attribute of the Deity as well as juſtice, 
to which ſide we ought to lean; but it can- 
not be called prudent nor merciful, in ſuf- 
fering wickedneſs to go unpuniſned. When 
truth cannot be clearly come at, it is better 


10 
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to defer puniſhment, than condemn the in- 
nocent. Were juſtice to be bribed, or de- 
ferred putting in execution, neither our 
perſons, nor properties would be fate; it is 
by that heedleſs delay, that occaſions much 
villainy to be perpetrated. This kingdom 
abounds with the nobleſt code of laws in 
the univerſe, particularly that of trial by 
jury, and if thoſe jurors were conſtantly 
choſen out of every quarter of the county, 
where the cauſe is tried, truth would be 
readier come at. | 
Let us ſtrive to be juſt and honeſt in all 
our dealings, one with another ; and 'let 
truth and juſtice be ſacredly adhered to, in 
all our courts of judicature! Let us ſtrict- 


ly obſerve the command of the Goſpel, 


which faith, “ judge not, that ye be not 
judged.” For with what judgment ye judge, 
ye ſhall be judged, and with what meaſure ye 
mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again.” 
That is, be not ſevere and cenſorious in 


your judgment upon others, that you do 


not provoke your heavenly Father to uſe 
ſeverity towards you. For in what manner 
ye judge, and deal with others, whether 
with candour, mercy, and charity ; or with 
ſeverity and rigour, in the ſame manner 

will 


74 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


will God, when he comes to judgment, 
deal with you. 


LVIII. Confider the End of all your AC. 
TIONS, and you will never 4 amiſs. 


T is the want of this ſerious reflection 
that occaſions ſo many misfortunes to 
happen in this life. But what is of far 
greater importance, the conſequences at- 
tending the next. Should not we blame 
any perſon, who through his unthinking, 


careleſs, or unpremeditated actions, brought 


himſelf to diſtreſs, or beggary? But what 


can we think of him who, through his in- 
conſiderate practices, runs the riſk of for- 
feiting eternal happineſs ? 


It then behoves us all ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der, before we act any thing, what will be 
the end thereof. So doing would paint all 


our actions in their proper colours; it 


would not only prevent us from ſplitting on 
thoſe rocks where too many of our unfor- 
tunate brethren have been caſt away; but 
would ſafely conduct us to that haven where 
we ſhould all wiſh to be. — 
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nt 
LIX. MEN keep 4 better ACCOUNT of 
their MONEY than their TIME. 


S time and tide will wait for no man, 

we ought not to loſe the opportu- 
nity, when offered. The man of affluence, 
time often hangs heavy on his hand, — 
he finds little to ſpare, to provide for a tu- 


| 55 ture ſtate. Men of indolence and pleaſure 
ol have never a day to ſpare, but put off the 
<ul care of their ſouls till to-morrow. To- mor- 


row is the time when all our actions are to 
be rectified; but let us never put off that 
till to-morrow, that we can do to-day ; for 
we are uncertain what to-morrow may 
bring forth. The time we live ought not 
to be computed by the number of years, but 
hy the uſe we have made of them. Would 


iſi- not we think that tradeſman careleſs, who 
be never could ſpare time to ſettle his books, 
75 to know what good or ill he had done? 


But what muſt we think of him, who can 
ſpare no time to ſettle his accounts with 
oy and to know how his caſe ſtands with 
im! 
Let the man of affluence ſpare a little 
time, for reading the ſcriptures, or ſome 
* K 2 | good 
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good authors; then he would be ready to 
relieve the needy, comfort the afflicted and 
adviſe the ignorant; then his riches would 
be a bleſſing, becauſe he would enliven the 
hearts of all around him. Let the man ot 
indolence, and the man of pleaſure, ſettle 
their accounts with God to-day, this 
would ſoon convince them of their dilatory 
delays and follies ; this would immediately 
make them ſociable friends, agreeable com- 
panions, and chearful and ready aſſiſtants, 
to their diſtreſſed brethren. 


LX. J they hear not MOSES, and the 
PROPHETS, neither will they be per- 
ſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


HESE words were the expreſſions of 
Abraham to the rich glutton in the 
Goſpel, then in torments, who had the 
mortification to ſee poor Lazarus afar off, 
in Abraham's boſom, in perfect bliſs, 
and happineſs; which occaſioned his addreſs 
to him, in order to let Lazarus go only to 
dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool his 
tongue; for he was tormented in that * 

| ut 
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But he mildly and parentally tells him, that 
it was impoſſible; for there could not be 
any alteration in their then fixed ſtate, in 
order to benefit each other; at the ſame 
time bidding him remember his een 
in life. Which ſaying occaſioned another 
requeſt, that he would ſend him to fore- 
warn his brethren, fearing they might come 
to the ſame place of torment. But that 
was refuſed alſo, by telling him, that if 
they would not hear Mo/2s.and the Propheis, 
neither would they be perſuaded, though 
one roſe from the dead. 

It were greatly to be wiſhed, that this 
parable ge 0 be ſeriouſly laid to heart, by 
all ranks of people. For it informs us that 
all worldly riches and grandeur are as no- 
thing in the eyes of God, except we do 
good with them. That the poor, who 
have lived religiouſly while on earth, are 
ſure to be rewarded after death, with in- 
comprehenſible bliſs ; and the ſouts of the 
rich, who forget to make a good uſe of 
their riches, puniſhed with inconceivable 
torment. That their ſtates are unalterably 
fixed after death ; ſo that it is in vain to 
hope for any end of their miſery, who are 
miſerable ; and unreaſonable to fear any 

change 
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change of their proſperity, who are happy. 
Moreover, if ſuch proofs as we Chriſtians 
enjoy by the light of the Goſpel, (far 
ſuperior to Moſes and the Prophets) will 
not convince us to lead a godly life, neither 
would we be perſuaded though one roſe 
from the dead. 24 


LXI. The PARABLE of the TALENTS. 


HE bleſſed Son of God compares the 
kingdom of heaven to a man travel- 

ing into a far country, who called his 
ſervants and delivered unto them his goods. 
And unto one he gave five talents, to an- 
other two, and to another one, according to 
their ſeveral abilities, and then took his 
journey. Now, he that had received five tal- 
ents improved. them to other five; and he 
that had two, gained other two; but he 
that had one, went and hid it in the earth, 
and made no improvement of it. 
From this parable is deſcribed the man- 
ner of life we ought to lead, by a repreſent- 
ation of the number of talents given us; 
for all the gifts, whether of nature or of 
grace 


ill 
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grace, which we enjoy, are beſtowed on 
us for our maſter's ſervice; to whom they 
properly belong, in promoting his intereſt 
and glory, and that he will reward us ac- 
cordingly. And as for the ſlothful ſervant, 


who made no uſe of his talent, he exactly 


expreſſes the thoughts of wicked men, who 
never trouble their heads with a future day 
of reckoning. But let the puniſhment of 
this idle ſervant ſink deep into rheir minds; 
for God will caſt all ſuch unprofitable ſer- 
vants into outer darkneſs, where there 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 


LXII. MAN. HAPPINESS inthis 


WORLD can proceed from no other 
MAXIMS, but ſuppreſſing his DESIRES. 


HILE we are in this world, we are 
not only ſurrounded with, but ſub- 
ject to innumerable temptations, which, if 
we ſuffer ourſelves to partake of, would ſoon 
make us deviate from the paths of virtue. 
We are all more or leſs captivated with 
ſome follies or other, but with ſerious 


application they may be ſubdued; becauſe, 


ON 
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on reflection, they have no laſting duration; 
nor will they bear the leaſt ſcrutinizing 
thereon. Aſk but the libertine, what plea- 


ſure he can have in repeating his follies? 
perhaps he may tell you, that he cannot be 
at the pains of curbing his inclinations, or 
perhaps, he has not yet conſidered the dan- 


gerous conſequences attending them. 
Seeing then that we are all free agents, 
let us not make uſe of that noble preroga- 
tive to our ruin; but let us, in youth-hood, 
ſtrive to fight through thoſe innumerable 
temptations with valour; leſt our habitu- 
ating ourſelves too long to thoſe allurin 
pleaſures, make the ſtruggle more diffi- 
cult to be overcome; for if we will not 
ſuppreſs our deſires, before we are totall 
enſnared by them, we ſhall neither be hap- 
py in this world, nor in that which is to 
come. - - e 2 


LIIII. XNO THY-SELF 


ELF. KNOWLEDGE is one of the 

; nobleſt duties incumbent on man. 
Yet that knowledge is not fo ſeriouſly con- 

| ſidered, 
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ſidered, as it ought to be. How ready 


are we to pry into the works of nature! Yer 
how regardleſs of ourſelves, the head of 


nature's workmanſhip! How quickly do we 


ſee the imperfections of others; yet how 


blind to our own! How readily do we con- 
demn others, for a flagrant offence; when, 
at the ſame time, we are committing great- 
er offences ourſelves! 
Let learning and knowledge be more 
diligently ſought for, than riches and ho- 
nour; then they will teach us to eſchew 
evil, and do good; know virtue and at- 
tain unto it. Then we ſhall be ready to 
forgive our fellow creatures; becauſe we 
know we have need of forgiveneſs our- 
felves. They will alſo inform us, how to 
make ufe of the good things of this liſe, 
ſo as not to abuſe ourſelves thereby, and 
to be in perfe@ charity with all men. Then 
ſhall we have procured ſuch a ſhare of 
knowledge, as will not only make us live 
comfortably here, but happy hereafter. 
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LXIV.. LEADING an INACTIVE or RE. 
© CLUSE LIFE, is contrary to the LAWS 
of GOD and MAN. © 


AI the creation, God commanded our 
| firſt parents to be fruitful, to multi- 
ply, and repleniſh the earth; by this pre- 
cept, man was meant to be ſociable, and 
induſtrious; for without that exertion of 
our active powers, the earth could not have 
been overſpread, and our bleſſed Rede- 
meer never ſpent his time privately, ſave 
when at prayers; but was continually ex- 
erting his prerogative in inſtructing or 
doing good to his fellow creatures, either 
in the houſe of God or in the ſtreets. Ho] 
then can they who ſhut themſelves up in a 
nunnery, or cloiſter, get over theſe. in- 
junctions? Moreover our great - Apoſtle 
tells us, that we muſt, through much tri- 
bulation, enter into the kingdom of God. 
Now, were all mankind inclinable to lead 
a recluſe life, there would be an end of 
the creation immediately. | 
I can give no better reply to this ſubject, 
than a great writer before me has done, 
for he ſays, When he ſees a man boldly 
| | forcing 
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forcing his way through this world of trou- 
bles, reſolutely outfacing every difficulty, 
and ſteadily going on in the duties of his 
ſtation, and gloriouſly acquitting his charge 
through poverty and diſtreſs, he looks up- 
on ſuch a one, to be the delight of men, 
the joy of angels, and the beloved of God; 
inaſmuch as he lives like a man, behaves 
himſelf like a reaſonable creature, and 
ſtands to the poſt that God has fixed him 
in. So ſure as there is a God, juſt and 
good, adds he, ſhall this man be re- 
warded at laſt, as a faithful ſervantof his 
heavenly maſter.“ 


LV. 4 MOURNING SUIT too often the 
Contents of a JOYFUL HEART. 


2 age, it is cuſtomary for almoſt all 
1 ranks of people, to put on a mourning 
dreſs for the death of any near relation; 
and though in ſuch modes of apparel, we 
too frequently find thoſe in joyful ſpirits, 
who have had a fine eſtate, or a large ſum 
of money left them. Why ſo much diſſi- 
mulation, when in our hearts we are joy- 
tul? Or what is worſe, perhaps thought 

L 2 that 
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that they lived too long; what a ſcene of 
mockery is here! But ſome ſcenes more 
ſhocking have exhibited themſelves in theſe 
realms; private murder, aſſaſſination, or poi - 
ſon, have beenmade uſe of in order to come | 
at eſtates, or properties, before God was | 
pred to beſtow them; and that may per- 
naps be but of a ſhort duration; for ſuch 
vile practices will ſcarce go unpuniſhed in 
this life. | 
It is requiſite, that the death of a relation, 
or correſpondent, ſhould occaſion ſerious 
thoughts ; as we are uncertain, how ſoon it 
may be our fate. But, according to the 
duties of religion, we ought rather to rejoice 
than mourn that God has been pleaſed to 
deliver them out of the miſeries of this 
troubleſome world. 


LXVI, FAIN GLORY and BOASTING. 


HIS has been a practice prevalent in 

all ages, and ſtill too much perſevered | 
in. The greateſt and beſt of men have not 
heen exempt from it. David, though a 
man after God's 0wn heart, was not free 


from it; his numbering the people, as well 


ba fate oa he, 9 _ 
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as his expreſſions in ſaying © I ſhall never 
de moved, thou Lord, of thy goodneſs, haſt 
made my hill ſo ſtrong.“ How much did 
the great apoſtle St. Peter boaſt of his zeal 
and love to his lord and maſter, when only 
a very few hours after, he denied that he 
knew the man. In this age we frequently 
boaſt of what we have acquired, and puff 
ourſelves up with pride and vain glory, of 
our poſſeſſing dignities, titles, riches, and 
honours. 

As boaſting then is ſo deteſtable a crime, 
it muſt be highly diſpleaſing to God, as it is 
ſo repugnant to that poverty of ſpirit recom- 
mended by Chriſt in the beginning of his 
ſermon on the mount, and by all his 
apoſtles.— Let no man therefore boaſt of 
his health, wealth, knowledge, or friends, 
as he knoweth not how ſoon he may be 
deprived of them; for there are no acci- 


dents that have befallen one perſon, but 


may befall another ; therefore let him 
that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 


fall, 
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LxVIL The Beauty and Recreation of a 
FLOWER GARDEN. 


Proven Beauty is captivating, in 
whatever ſhape it appears, more or leſs 
to all people; yet we find few captivated 
the works of nature in the flower-garden, 
the ſhrubbery, or the meadow.—The fine 
artiſt is extolled in what profeſſion ſoever; 
but particularly the ſculptor and painter, 
when they have equalled nature in ſome 
decent degree: but how few obſerve the 
delicacies of an auricula, roſe, or car- 
nation, which not only ſtrike the eye with 
their beauty, but the breaſt with their frag- 
rance and ſmell,” not to be imitated by 
man.——This ſurely muſt be great incon- 
ſiſtency in us, by extolling the workman- 
ſhip of our fellow mortals, and looking ſo 
lightly, or hardly noticing the finger of 
the deity, in every beautiful plant and 
flower about us, 

As gardening is not 5 a beautiful, 
but uſeful employment, and one of the moſt 
innocent delights in human life, and as 
nature exceeds art in all her actions, it 
would be very recreative to ſedentary 
1 people 
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people, to employ their leiſure hours in 
propagating a plant or a flower; it would 
not only baniſh melancholy, but create 
health. Some excuſe themſelves by being 
ignorant of ſuch employments; but what 
will not an aſſiduous mind overcome! If 
we are determined to involve ourſelves in 
ignorance, idleneſs, or diſſipated pleaſure, 
how ſhould any thing be attained by us! 
We cannot go to heaven on a downy bed. 
Morover, the more we trace and view the 
perfections and beauties of nature, the 
more we muſt love and adore the great 
and beautiful creator of all things. 


LXVIII. NATIONAL SPIRIT and 
STRENGTH impaired by NATIONAL 
CORRUPTION. 


N peruſing the hiſtories of ancient em- 
pires, we find them improving, and 
continuing in their ſummit of glory ſo long 
as they continued to correct vice, and pro- 
mote virtue. It frequently happens, in all 
ſtates, that the improvement thereof in- 
creaſeth riches, and riches frequently cre- 
ate pride, follies, and immoderate plea- 
| | ſures, 
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ſures, more or leſs in all people. How 
far this example prevails, is evidently ſeen, 
in all parts of the kingdom. How ready 
are we to cry out, that the follies of the 
age are increaſed ; but how few ſtrive to 
remedy the grievance? Every man can 
readily ſee other peoples errors better than 
his own; and the inferior claſs of mankind 
are frequently exclaiming againſt their ſu- 
periors, when they themſelves, are copy- 
ing their actions to the utmoſt of their 
wer. | | | 
— Would mankind in general but ſurvey 
their own actions, and correct their own 
follies, but more particularly the ſuperior 
part of mankind, (who ought to be an ex- 
ample to the inferior ſort) it would be the 
| greateſt means of checking vice and im- 
morality, that could be purſued, Yet all 
the aſſiſting powers both of Church and 
State, ſhould join hand in hand in the 
great cauſe of improving the national ſpirit 
and ſtrength, by puniſhing vice, and re- 
warding virtue. | 


LXIX 


% 
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LXIxX. A Fault in PAR E NVS in bringing 
up their CHILDREN, to ſuch PROFES- 
SIONS, as they are not qualified io under- 
take; or the Parents able 16 of V8 them 
therein. eu 
T behoves all parents, to provide ſome 

calling for their children, that they may 
get their livelihood hongſtly, and become 


uſeful members of ſocicty. The firſt thing 


ſtudied ſhould be their genius; bien 
will ſoon be diſcovered by thoſe ho have 
the care of their education. It is a maxim 
prevailing, in many parts of the world, 
that children muſt be brought up in their 
father's trade; but quite different maxims 
are prevalent in this kingdom. Advowſons 
to'livings 1n the church, as well as poſts 
in the army, are purchaſed by many for their 
children to enjoy, when perhaps not pro- 
perly adopted for them. Beſides, it is cuſto- 
mary for a man of property to ſay, that 
one of his ſons (hall be a Do@.-r of Divinity, 
another of Law, and another of Phyſic; 
when perhaps he may be totally miſtaken 

in all his diſpoſals. 
As the firſt thing to be noticed is their 
genius, it will then be caſy to proceed; but 
M perhaps 
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perhaps the improving. it may occaſion a 
greater ſum to be conſumed than the father 
is able to procure; yet there are not want- 
ing either public charities, or ſchools, 
(eſpecially in the North of England) where 
learning may be procured at an eaſy ex- 
pence by the poorer ſort, for their better 
improvement. We often find the greateſt 
promotions in the ſtate enjoyed by men 
not of the greateſt deſcent; and it is not to 
be wondered at; becauſe, youths deſcend- 
ed from parents who have not large for- 
tunes to give their children, know that 
they muſt either exert themſelves, or ſtarve; 
and that, by improving the talents that 
God hath given them, to the utmoſt of 
their power, theſe great advancements to 
riches and honour frequently take place. 


HN. 
ONESTY is ſo great a bleſling that 


every one mult revere the perſon 

that is poſſeſſed of it: though we are far 
too inclinable to careſs the man of for- 
tune, when perhaps he may not be deſer- 
ving of it; as alſo the man of faſhion, 
though 
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though he would not ſtick at deceiving us 
when opportunity offered. Where is the 
man of honeſty then to be met with? 
Does he ſit at the helm of ſtate? Or does 
he command the army or navy? Is he 
only at the head of the church or law ? 


Or does he ſir in the ſeat of money chang- 


ers, or merchants? Or is he in trade ? 
Does tlie mechanic, or huſbandman only, 
enjoy this happy bleſſing? without a 
doubt, there are both honelt and good men 
in all ſtations of life. 

Yet if honeſty were more ſtrictly incul- 
cated in youth, and deceit and fraud diſ- 
couraged, we ſhould hear of fewer vexa- 
tious ſuits at law, fewer rogueries and vil- 
lanies, fewer bankruptcies, fewer deceits in 
trade and commerce; no forgeries, no 
ſwindlers, no puffers, no debauchments, no 


apologies for vice or Sabbath breaking, no 


embezzlements of public money, no catch- 
penny compilations, or ſharping tricks of 
any kind whatever. Then might we juſtly 
conclude that An HonesT MAN 1s THE 


' NOBLEST WORK OF GoD,” 


M 2 < LXXI. 
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ILXXI. INSTRUCTION and CORREC- 
TION of CHILDREN. 


HE Inſtruction and Correction of 
Children are two of the principal du- 

ties incumbent on parents. How then can 
theſe perform the taſk, who, as ſoon as theit 
child is born, muſt be ſent to a nurſe, and 
there left to the capricious humours of a 
careleſs and unthinking hireling! There 
is a great care required alſo in their cloath- 
ing, food and exerciſe ; as well as nurſing ; 
which I find no where better treated of, 
than in Dr. Buchan's Domeſtic Medicine. 
Yet an effential care is required from their 
tutors, and ſchoolmaſters; as there are 
many parents whoſe callings occaſion them 
to be frequently from home. How often 
do we find children ſwearing, lying, and 
| rei cruel, in killing trogs, butter- 
es, and birds! Without any dread or 
mercy. What muſt this be owing to, but 
want of correction and better inſtruCtion ? 
Now, theſe miſdemeanors, going unnoticed 
or uncorrected, ſoon occaſion worſe things 
to follow; as the breaking of orchards, 
pulling the * out of geeſe wings, frau- 
dulently 
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dulently gaming, tricking, and cheatingeach 
other; till, at laſt, they become complete 
libertines and reprobates. Then the laws 
of the land are mar er to correct and 
puniſh. | 
It is very prudent and becoming every 
mother to nurſe her own child, if health or 
conſtitution will admit; but if not, to hire 
a healthy nurſe into the houſe ; then ſhe 
would have, at all times, the inſpection as 
well as correction of the child when requi- 
red. It would be very prudent alſo for all 
thoſe who have the care of bringing up 
children narrowly to inſpect, as well as cor- 
rect, every diſagrecable action, as ſoon as 
diſcovered ; and not to indulge them with 
too much money in their pockets ; for it is 
too frequently thrown away in baubles, 
toys, and unneceſſary articles which, in the 
preſent age, ſuperabound. 
cannot conciude this eſſay better than 
repeating the advice, that the wiſeſt of men 
hath given us, for he ſays, © That fooliſh- 
« nels is bound in the heart of a child, but 
« the rod of correction ſhall drive it from 
„ him. Chaſten thy ſon, while there is 
hope, and let not thy ſoul ſpare for his 
* crying. He that ſpareth his rod, hateth 


& his 
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„ his ſon ; but he that loveth him, chaſt- 
„ eneth him betimes. Withhold not cor- 
& rection from the child; for if thou beat- 
„ eſt him with a rod, he-ſhall not die. 
% "Thou ſhalt beat him with the rod, and 
« ſhalt deliver his ſoul from hell. The rod 
c and reproof give : wiſdom ; bur a child 
< left to himſelf, bringeth his mother to 
< ſhame. Correct thy ſon, and he ſhall 
„give thee reſt; yea he ſhall give delight 
< unto thy foul. Train up a child in the 
c way he ſhould go; and, when he is old, 
«© he will not depart from it.” 


* 


LXXII. AGUR's WISH, or the MIDDLE 
STATE, moſt to be ADMIRED. 


T was the worthy wiſh, of this great and 
good man to beg of God, neither po- 
verty, nor riches ; but to feed him with 
food convenient for him; * Leſt (ſays he) 
l be full and deny thee: and ſay, who is 
cc the Lord? Or left I be poor and ſteal, 
« and take the name of my God in vain. Y 
Now, it is evident, he ſaw through the dan- 
gerous conſequences attending either ex- 


treme; and was perfectly ſenſible that the 
| middle 
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middle ſtate is beſt calculated for procu- 
ring happineſs. How different now are 
the wiſhes of mankind, and how many are 
there too eagerly providing for the welfare 
of the body! But too regardleſs of the 
welfare of the foul! Never conſidering 


the dangers that riches plunge them into. 
It is true, both extremes are liable to dan- 


ger; and if we baniſh humility, or ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the will of God, totally out of our 


thoughts, we ſhall undoubtedly err, in 
_ whatſoever ſtate we are, 


It is prudent that we ſhould endeavour, 
in the prime of life, to ſupport ourſelves, 


and familics ; and thould it pleaſe God to 
bleſs thoſe honeſt endeavours, in gaining a 
decent fortune, let us not puff ourſelves 


up with pride or ambition, by forgetting 


our great benefactor, and our indigent 


brethren. But, if our endeavours ſhould 


prove e e let us be content, re- 
main fatisfied, and know, that if we verſe. 


vere honeltly throvgh life, in doing our 
duty, God will reward us with eternal bliſs 
hereafter. 


LXXII. 
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xxl. DANGEROUS CONSEQUEN, 
CES attending not BRIDLING " 
TONGUE. 


HE 'taggue is a fire, a world of iniqui- 
z it defileth the whole body, and 
fetteth on, ibis the courſe of nature, and is 
ſet on fire of hell. Ihe innumerable in- 
ſtances of diſcord and difagreements, pre- 
vailing amongſt mankind, principally ariſe 
from not keeping in bounds that unruly 
member; which, the Apoſtle tells us, can- 
not be tamed. Differences will ariſe An 
mongſt mankind by caſualty, or ſome 
other unforeſeen cauſe; yet keeping in 
reaſonable bounds our tongue would * 
make them ſubſide; and then they might 
be amicably ſettled; for Soiamon juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that a mild anſwer turneth away 
wrath; but grievous words ſtir up anger. 
It is needleſs to expoſtulate what miſchief 
| hath enſued, by paſſionate and haſty ex- 
preſſions, when thoſe that have been over- 
leen in repeating them, have afterwards. 
repented of their raſhneſs'and folly; but 
a word once ſpoken, cannot be recalled. 
Let paſſion and revenge be corrected in 
children 
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children as ſoon as diſcovered ; for they 


are early imbibed ; then, when they ad- 


vance to riper years, they will be careful 
how they utter any thing that' may give 
offence ; as they are perfectly informed 


from ſcripture, that he who offendeth not 


in words, the ſame muſt be a perfect man, 
and able alſo to bridle his whole body. © 


— 
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' LXXIV. BAPTISM and the SUPPER 


of. the LORD. © 


TT HESE two great Sacraments ( inſtitu- 


ted by the Son of God) which our 


Church bath appointed all. Chriſtians to 


take of, are ſo well authenticated, that 
e muſt be deemed an infidel that totally 


rejects them. When our bleſſed Redeemer 


was thirty years of age, he accepted the 
former; and the evening before he was 


crucified, he eſtabliſhed the latter. The 


firſt, probably, was inſtituted in the room 
of circumciſion ; and the latter in the room 


of the paſchal Lamb offered at the Jewiſh 


Paſſover, as he ſacrificed himſelf in its 
room. Now it may be diſputed, at what 


age baptiſm ought to be performed. The 
N primitive 
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primitive Chriſtians thought it ought to be 
performed early, even at or before the time 
of circumciſion; and our Church obſerves 
the ſame practice, and inſtituted ſponſors, 
to inſpect and ſee that the child was pro- 
perly initiated in the Chriſtian faith, till he 
came at a proper age to take that charge 
on himſelf, Now we find, on record, that 
baptiſm was of ancient date; for the Egyp- 
tians, Perſians, Greeks, Romans, and other 
nations, before they initiated any into their 
mylteries, or ſacred rites, ordered them to 
be firſt purified, by dipping their whole bo- 
dies in water; and John the Baptiſt per- 
formed the ſame ceremony, by initiating 
his followers into the doctrine of Chriſtiani- 
ty, at which time the bleſſed Jeſus partook 
of the ſame. And afterwards his Apoſtles 
performed the ſame ſervice to all that em- 
| braced Chriſtianity. And the Lord's ſup- 
per, which he ſo ſtrenuouſly recommended 
All his followers to partake of, was inſtitu- 
ted purpoſely to keep in remembrance his 
death and paſſion, till he came again to 
judge the world; and alſo as a detfarition | 


of our belief, that his ſuffering on the croſs 
was ſubmitted to, purely to make an atone- 
ment for the ſins of the whole world; which 

| | 9 benefit 


— 
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benefit all people have a right to, who be- 
lieve in the commands of his holy goſpel. 


Since then the bleſſed Son of God hath 


done ſuch great things for us, ought not all 
Chriſtians to receive this holy ſacrament in 
-a more devout and humble manner, than 
everthe Jews commemorated their paſſover? 
(Which was, and is performed with great 


ſolemnity) as there is no compariſon betwixt 


the one ceremony and the other. Our bo- 


dies and ſouls were redeemed from the 


power of ſin and Satan; their bodies only 
from Egyptian ſlavery. 


LXXV. IWe Ball carry NOTHING with 
uus out of THIS LIFE, but either a GOO 
»r BAD CONSCIENCE. 


NOULD mankind but ſeriouſly refle&t 


that there is no end of the joys of the 


bleſſed, as well as no end of the torments of 
the wicked, it would occaſion far mare ſeri- 

- ous thoughts to take place; for it is an 
eſtabliſhed maxim, that the end of a diſ- 
ſolute life is moſt commonly a deſperate 
death; and evil beginnings have frequent- 
ly wretched endings. - Indeed, how ſhould 
the mind that is ſet on earthly things, ever 


N 2 have 
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have any reliſh for heavenly things? For a 
great many people are more careful in get- 
ting money then i in keeping a en conlci- 
— 274 

Let us then have a ſtri& regard over all 
our actions; and let us keep the word ever- 

Tafting, continually in our thoughts; it will 
not only make us remember from whence 
we came, but whither we ought to go. It 
will alfo baniſh all earthly pleaſures out of 
our thoughts, and aſſiſt us in running the 
race that is ſet before us. Then if our con- 
ſcience do not condemn us, we ſhall ſo run, 
that we may be ſure of obtaining the erer- 


—_ prize of — and u 


LXXVI. Set thy HOUSE in ORDER, for 
'*' thou ſhalt DIE and not LIVE. 


OULD mankind but ſuffer them- 
A ſelves to reflect on this ſerious ſen- 
tence, it would be a means to baniſh in- 
numerable animoſities and troubles that 
diſturb them, as well as to keep in their 
mind this awful injunction. But how few 
trouble themſelves with this important 

thought? The good king Hezetiab, when 


he 


t- 
i 
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he was informed by the prophet to ſet his 


houſe in order, for he was to die and not 
live, wept fore. Which ſhews how tre- 
mendous the thoughts of death are, even to. 


good men ; as there is no perſon living but 


what hath ſinned, more or leſs. The great 
uncertainty of death's approach ſhould in- 
ſtru& men, not to be tardy in ſettling their 
concerns, as many accidents frequently 
happen to prevent them. How diſagreeable 
is it to ſee younger children deprived of 
their fortunes, when the heir at Iaw roll 
in opulence. | 
Think then more ſeriouſly on this dread- 
ful ſentence, ye careleſs ones ; and ſhudder 
when you repeat it; for, ſhould the great 
and terrible God call you to account(before 
you have ſettled your affairs) in the midſt 
of your follies, (as you frequently ſee thoſe 
cataſtrophes happen) what muſt then be the 
contents? If we ſhould place death, judg- 
ment, and the miſeries of a future ſtate 
more frequently before our eyes, it would 
make us live every day, as if it were to be 


our laſt. 


LXXVII. 


cover a multitude of fins; and that there 
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ILXXVII. The PARABLE of the 5857 


n and the FRO D! 4 SO N. 


HIL E the bleſſed Jeſus was cating 
with, and preaching to, the publi- 


cans and ſinners, the ſcribes and phariſees 
murmured that he ſhould be ſo condeſcend- 
Ing as to partake of their favours, or in- 
ſtruct ſo wicked a ſet of people as they. 
Now, in order to inform thoſe hypocrites 


of their miſtaken notions, he lays before 


them the parable of the loſt ſheep, and pro- 
_ digal fon ; which had they rightly under- 
ſtood, they might clearly have ſeen, that 
through their arrogant pride and unbelict 


they were going to be rejected, and the 
Gentiles choſen. Moreover, he further tells 
them the great neceſſity of his ſo doing; 


that as God is the father both of Jews and 
Gentiles, of the obedient, as well as diſobe- 
dient, he had no pleaſure that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all might have eternal life, 
if they would hear and obſerve his precepts; 
for it was the ſick that wanted a phyſician, 
and not thoſe ſtift-necked Jews, who thought 
themſelves whole. Moreover, he tells them, 


he that converteth a ſinner, ſhall himſelf 


is 
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is more joy in heaven over one perſon. that 
repenteth, than over ninety and nine Ju 
rſons that need no repentance. 

Let us not then be ſtubborn (like the un- 
believing Jews) in rejecting the commands 
of the holy Jeſus ; leſt his ſaving grace be 
taken from us, as it was from them; but 
let us repent in time, (like the prodigal ſon) 
then we ſhall be taken into'favour again, 
and aſſuredly partake of the inheritance with 
the ſaints in light, | 


LXXVIII. The DISEASES of the BODY 
may be CURED, but the MALADY of the 

: MIND can meet with ns RELIEF but i in 
the WORD of GOD. 


WI. frequently find that a diſorder of 
the body (when contracted by any 
diffolute, extravagant, or irregular action) 
often brings on a diſorder of the mind, 
which undoubtedly occaſioned the wiſc 
man: to ſay, That the ſpirit of a man is 
able to bear up under its infirmities ; but a 
wounded ſpirit who can bear? In order then 


for the body's preſervation, a careleſs and 


indolent life muſt be avoided, and exerciſe 
and 
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and action regularly purſued ; which is be- 
eoming all ranks of people, and which the 
ſcriptures recommend ; for Solamon bids 
the ſluggard go to the ant, conſider: her 
ways, and be wiſe. And the apoſtle ſays, 
He that will not work, ſhould not eat; 
therefore it is evident, (from reaſon only) 
that the preſervation of health can neither 
be acquired, nor kept, without a conſtant 
regularity of employment, which we conti- 
nually ſee in children; for their whole day 
is ſpent in a round of actions and amuſe- 
ments. 8 . 
. If the body then enjoys a good ſtate of 
health, by a conſtant and regular ſet of ac- 
tions and amuſements, the mind will readi- 
ly feel theſe good effects, and will ſoon 
create a ſound mind in a ſound body. 
Then nothing is required for their mutual 
continuance, but a perſeverance in doing 
our duty to God and man, according to 
the utmoſt of our abilities. ; 
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LXXIX. HUMILITY. 


Humble and meek temper is fo well 
pleaſing to God, that it was the firſt 
principle bleſſing commended by our Re- 
deemer, in his ſermon on the mount. It is 
ſo contradictory to the delights and plea- 
ſures of this world, that it ſetteth no value 
on them; yet it is the eaſieſt road to dig- 
1 and honoyr. It is no commendation 


e humble in adverſity; but in proſpe- 


rity, that man is truly called great, whoſe ſpi- 
Tit is humble. Moreover, humility teacheth 
us to rule our affections, and keep all our 
actions in a proper mein; for as a plain gar- 
ment beſt adorneth a beautiful woman, ſo 


is humility the greateſt ornament of the 


ind. 

Yet what is the moſt pleaſing proſpe& 
of all, it ſecureth our happineſs here, and 
everlaſting bliſs hereafter; for the bleſſed 
Son of God tells us, that he that humbleth 


himſelf, as a little child, the ſame is the 


greateſt i in the kingdom of Heaven. 


0 LIXX. 
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IXXX. The (CHRISTIAN's MIRROR, 
in the Old Teftament's Commands. 


E are commanded to have no other 
gods but one. Are not riches and 
honours, gods that too many adore? 

2. We are not to make any graven 
image, of any kind, to worſhip as God. 
Do we not make idols of our too much fa- 

vourite paſſions and pleaſures, and worſhip 

them inſtead of the true God ? 

3. We are commanded not to take the 

name of our God in vain. How many per- 

jured oaths arc there made, as well as 
taking his name in vain in common con- 


verſation? 


4. We are * to keep holy the 
Sabbath day, and no work to be done 
thereon, neither by ourſelves, ſervants, nor 
horſes. How many are there who ſpare 
more time for recreations and pleaſures, on 
that day, than any other? 

5. We are commanded to honour and 
obey our parents. How many parents do 
. we ſee in diſtreſs, when their children have 

it in their power to relieve them ? 4 
We 
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6. We are commanded to do no mur- 
der. How many ſhorten their days by 
ſuicide, intemperance, and folly ? 

7. We are commanded not to commit 
adultery. Though we eſcape the groſſer acts 
of adultery and fornication, yet, have we not 
conceived luſt in our hearts, nor offended 


by laſcivious and wanton expreſſions ? 


8. We are commanded not to ſteal. 
Have we not been guilty of ſtealing ? 
Have we never defrauded, or cheated our 
neighbour, or waſted our own property by 
depriving our children thereof? For what 
we enjoy is only lent us by God. 

9. We are commanded not to bear falſe 
witneſs againſt our neighbour. Though we 


may not have condemned any falſely ; yet, 


have we accuſed none falſely, nor concealed 


the truth, when * required us to give 
evidence thereof | 


10. Weare commanded not to covet any 


thing that is our neighbour's. Have we ne- 


ver had any longing deſire for any part of 
our neighbour's property, ſo as to come 


at it by any unlawful means? Or have we, 
in any ſhape, envied his proſperity ? 


O 2 LXXII. 


ſtrive to ſhun temptations ? 
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ILXXXI. The CHRISTIAN's MIRROR, 


in the New Teſtament's Commands. 


1. T E are commanded to love the 

Lord our God, with all our 
heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves. 
How neglectful are we in our devotions to 
God, either public or private; though we 
know he is continually pouring his bleſſings 
upon us; and if our love to God is fo ſlight, 
what muſt it be to our neighbour? 

2. We are commanded to pray daily to 
God for our ſubſiſtence. How careleſs then, 
when even at victuals, not to give him 
thanks ? | 2 
3. We are commanded to forgive, as 
we would be forgiven. How then come fo 
many frivolous law ſuits, bickerings, and 


 animoſities amongſt us? 


4. We are commanded frequently to 
pray to God, that we may not be led into 
temptation. How. little do we ourſelves 


. 


5. We are commanded to love our ene- 
mies. How difficult muſt that be to him 
that does not love his neighbours? _ 
6. We are commanded to lay up our 
treaſure in Heaven, and not on earth, where 
e 
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it hath no ſecurity. How do thoſe obſerve 
this precept, who truſt in their riches, and 
make the good things of this world their 
too much favourite paſſions and delights ? 
We are commanded to let our com- 
munication be YEA, YEA, and NAY, NAY ; 
for whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of 
evil. How little is this precept regarded, 
when, in common converſation, flattery and 
diſi mulation are too frequently practiſed, 
and lying indulged ? | 
8. We are commanded to abſtain from 
all appearance of evil. How do thoſe ob- 


ſerve this precept, that arc frequently com- 
mitting evil actions? | 


9. We are commanded to keep in re- 


membrance our Saviour's death and paſſion, 


by frequently receiving the holy communi- 
on. How few do we find partake of that 
heavenly inſtitution? 

10. We are commanded to improve our 
ralent, and not bury it in the earth, like 
the careleſs ſervant, that we may be ready 
to meet our Judge at any hour of the night. 
How careleſs are we in the improvement 
of all Chriſtian duties, which are the only 
preparative for death ? 


LXXXII. 
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IXXXI RAGE or ANGER. 


bleſſed Redeemer tells us, that it 
ſhall not go unpuniſhed in a future ſtate. 
The law (ſays he) forbade murder, under 
pain of death; but I ſay unto you, whoſo- 
ever ſhall encourage raſh, or cauſeleſs anger, 


or paſſion, ſhall. be puniſhed by the Al- 


mighty in another life, in juſt proportion, as 

it was indulged. Moreover, what dangerous 
conſequences attend the paſſionate man in 
this life? For anger encouraged, begetteth 


"wrath; and wrath ſeeketh revenge, and 


revenge is not ſatisfied, till, perhaps murder, 
or ſome other diſmal conſequences, enſue. 
Would we not call that man imprudent, 
who put to ſea in the violence of a ſtorm, 
or who, in his rage, committed ſuch hor- 
rible offences, as could not eaſily be atoned? 
Encouraged anger may be compared to a 
ſmall ſpark of fire, which, by heedleſsneſs in 
extinguiſhing, ſoon doeth great miſchief. 
Beſides, what good advice can we expect 
from an angry man? for raſn judgment 
frequently maketh haſte to repentance. 
Let cool reflection baniſh this two head- 
ed monſter from tt: +» 2 of every one of 


us; 


NGER is ſo heinous a vice, that o our 
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us; let us ſeriouſly conſider, before we 
ſpeak, or act any thing; and as ſeriouſly 
know, that God both ſees and hears all our 
actions and expreſſions; leſt ve trample 
under our feet his mercy, and totally 
quench the grace he hath given us; For 
the diſcretion of a man deterreth his anger, 
and 1 It is his glory to paſs over a tranſgreſ, 
ſion.” Let us not be overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good.” 


25 


LAXXUI, Take no anxious T HOUGHT for 
 TO-MORROW ; ſufficient unto the DA 
is the EVIL thereef. 55 


ANKIND in general, a too 
M. eagerly concerned in making pro- 
viſions for earthly things, occaſioned fre- 
quent reproofs to be given them, both in 
the Old Teſtament and New. The bleſſed 
Jeſus does not omit expoſtulating ſeriouſly 
with his hearers, on this great folly; and 
recommends that the kingdom of Heaven, 
and its righteouſneſs, ſhould be ſought firſt, 
and then all the reaſonable neceffaries of 


this life ſhould be added thereto. And he 


further ſays, That as God is the father and 
ſupporter 
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fupporter of the univerſe, could he ſee man 
in diſtreſs, (his nobleſt creature) when he 
did his duty? No. - He tells us, that he 
knoweth what every man hath need of. 
Do not we ſee, or hear, daily proofs of this 
in every part of the creation ? 
To convince us further, he lays before 
us the dangerous canſequences attending 
1 too eager purſuit after riches; for how 
do you know, adds he, but your ſoul may 
be role wo of you this night? And then 
whoſe ſhall all thoſe-riches be, that you have 
acquired ? 
Our bleffed Lord does not prohibit us 
from getting- our living with honeſty, pru- 
dence and induſtry ; -but recommends it ; 
yet, at the ſame time, he requeſts us to make 
the greateſt preparations for a future ſtate; 
as the one is ſhort and tranſient, the other 
þ everlaſt ng. Therefore let us ſeriouſly re- 
| flect whether oy more to be regarded. 
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LXXXIV. [tis HARD fora MAN to LE 
* WELL, but very eaſy to DIE ILL. 

NAR too many lead a heedleſs and care- 

leſs life, on account of the great re- 

ſtraint required, in all ranks of people, to 

live well. The being born again, (or be- 

coming a new creature) is ſo ſerious a taſk, 


that it requires the reſolution of a hero, in 
order to attain that birth. It was the ex- 


preſſion of Balaam to with to die the death 


of the righteous; but, had he conſented to 
lead the life of the righteous ? That perſon 
is not worthy to live, that taketh not care 
how to live well. 
Would thoſe, that abound in riches, 


but aſk themſelves what good ambition can 


do them? Would the commanders of ar- 
mies or navies aſk themſelves what good it 
can do them to be biafſed by filthy lucre 
or timidity, in flackening their exertions 
for their king and country ; would the men 
of the law aſk themſelves what good an 


extravagant fee can do them; would the 
cletgy, who reſide not on their cures, con- 
ſider their negle& of duty; would the ma- 


giltrates conſider the dangerous conſequen- 


ces of executing juſtice with partiality ; 
F 


would 
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would the jurors and evidences, in all our 
courts of juſtice, conſider the heinouſneſs 
of perjury; would the commercial part 
of mankind aſk themſelves what ſervice 
riches can be of, got by extortion, or any 
unfair practice; nay, would all mankind, 
in what ſtation Toewer they are placed, but 
, exert their facukies, and act as becometh 
men, then we might both live well, and 
die well. Sin oa 


* 


LXXXV. The wicked EXAMPLE of a 
. FATHER is a great Provocation to a SON 


= Sin. 


E“ AMPLE is far beyond precept, in all 
| thoſe that have the charge of others 
committed to them; as well from the king 
to his ſubject; the clergyman to his flock ; 
but more particularly the father to his chil- 
dren. How ready are we to catch every 
vice from our ſuperiors! Much readier then, 
'a child from its father, who is frequently 
hearing and ſeeing his expreſſions and ac- 
tions. For it may with veracity be aſſerted 
now, as it was by the prophet to the Jewiſh 
nation, that the father hath eaten ſour 
32424 | | grapes, 
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grapes, and the childrens teeth are ſet on 
edge ; for we frequentiy find many. parents 
encouraging their children in dirty actions. 

Till religion and morality be better eſta- 
bliſhed, how ſhould thoſe youths (who ne1- 
ther have had a decent ſhare of education 
given them, nor a good example: ſhewn 
them) act better? Therefore, it behoveth 
thoſe who are bleſſed with riches, to ſtrive 
with all their might, not only to ſhew a 
good example themſelves, but affiſt and 
forward the promotion of Sunday Schools, 
or other places of education, as they think 
| beſt adapted to their ſituations, for the 
better inſtruction of their poor neglected 
brethren. 


LXXXVI. Speak EVIL of no MAN. 


HESE are the words which our great 
apoſtle recommended litus, the firſt 
Biſhop of the iſland of Crete, to preach to 
his hearers ; which expreſſions, if not ſeri- 
.ouſly conſidered, are liable to incur a great- 
er ſhare of guilt, than we may generally be 
aware of, If we know what we report of 
another to be falſe, it is downright lying: 
56 P 2 


% 
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if we believe what we report of others to 
be falſe, itis ſlander; or, it what evil we re- 
port of others, be really true, and we know 
it to be ſo, it is defamation. To think, or 
ſpeak evil of others, is not only a bad ching, 
but a ſure ſign of a bad man; for it is as 
great a charity, in many caſes, to conceal 
an evil we hear of our neighbour, as it is 
to relieve him in diſtrefſs. 

In order then to avoid en let 
us be meek and gentle one towards ano- 
ther, rather putting up with a double wrong, 
than reſenting a ſingle injury. Let us ſtudy 
to be quiet, and to do our own buſineſs; 
let us put away lying, and ſpeak truth one 
to another, for we are members one of 
another. 


" LXXXVI. Remember LOT's 2 


E heinous offences that the * 
of Sodom and Gomorrah were guilty 


of, are to be a ſtanding monument of the 


Almighty' s diſpleaſure, to the end of time. 
But more particularly Lot's wife, who, when 
| ſhe had been poſitively informed of the 


cities overthrow, by the angels, could not 
| embrace 
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embrace that ſafety ſne might have accepted 
along with her huſband, and two daughters; 
but being a Sodomite, probably ſhe was 
loth to depart, and leave her native coun- 
try and property behind her; or probably, 
totally diſobedient to the angel's command, 

This ought to be a ſtriking leſſon of mo- 
rality to all people ; firſt, in confidering 
that God may take vengeance on incorrigi- 
ble ſinners, in this life, if they be determin- 
ed to perſevere in their wickedneſſes. And 
in the next place, let Lot's wife be a warn- 
ing to us all, not to reject the grace of God 
when offered to us; for though he may not, 
on every occaſion, lay bare his vindictive 
arm, yet he hath reſerved the unjuſt, how- 
ever they may eſcape at preſent, unto the 
day of judgment, to be puniſhed. 


LXXXVIII. If theu dof WELL, thou foalt 
be ACCEPTED ; if not, SIN lieth at the 
Dok. 


HIS was the anſwer God gave Cain, 

: when he approved of his brother 
Abel's ſacrifice, but rejected his; becauſe he 
did not perform it with that fincerity his \ 
| brotheg 
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brother did. It was a remark, made by the 
bleſſed Son of God, between the prayer of 
the phariſee and the publican in the temple. 
— The former, puffed up with his own ſelf 
eonceited pride and arrogancy, thought to 
have recommended himſelf to God, by his 
too much exaited notions of his ſe&, and 
hating all others; particularly the poor 
publican. But how was he deceived, when 
he was informed, that the latter went to his 
houſe more juſtified than the former! 
This ought to be a leſſon of great inſtruc- 
tion to all people, what idea they harbour 
of any fect or mode of religion; but more 
particularly thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity, 
who perhaps may be more buoyed up with 
the name of their profeſſion, than in: the per- 
formance of the duties it requires; leſt the 
prayers of thoſe nations, who perhaps have 
not ſo clear a light as ourſelves, be found 
more acceptable in the eyes of an All-ſeein 


God, than thoſe of a careleſs and an un- 
thinking Chriſtian, : 


i. 
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LAXXIX. Except a MAN be BORN 
AGAIN, he cannot enter into the Andean 
of GOD. 


E doctrine of regeneration, preached 
by the bleſſed Son of God to Nicode- 
mus, was ſo far from being received in its 
proper ſenſe, that the learned Rabbi was 
not able, or at leaſt not willing, to enter 
into the merits of it. I wiſh this be not the 
caſe with thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity; for 
they who have embraced that holy profeſ- 
ſion from their infancy, as ſoon as they ar- 
rive at maturity, ought to make a total 
change of their inclinations and actions; 
which our blefſed Redeemer calls being 
born again. For the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the ſpirit of God. There- 
fore he muſt be born again, and thorough- 
ly reſolved to ſhake off his follies, and be- 

come a new creature. 
But as this cannot be Gone of a ſudden ; - 
becauſe by natural generation we are not 
born with the reaſon and perfections of men, 
but with the faculty and poſſibility of attain- 
ing theſe perfections: therefore, as ſoon as 
we become ſenſible of our errors, let us 
ſtrive __ ſhake them off. For the ha- 
bits 


120 MISCELLANEOUS. ESSAYS, 


bits of grace and holineſs are not all at once 
raiſed to their maturity; but muſt be gra- 
dually nouriſhed to their full meaſure, by 
long practice and experience. And then, 

when we reſolve to do our duty, God will 
give us his holy ſpirit to afliſt us therein; 
for except we ſtrive with all our might to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate, we ſhall not be 
able. | 


XC. Te cannot N GOD and M 4M- 
MON. | 


ET theſe words, my children, be laid 

4 feriouſly to heart; for we cannot ſerve 

two maſters. If we hate the one, we will 
love the other; or, if we hold to the one, 
we will deſpiſe the other. This world is 
divided into two principalities, or powers, 
which are continually at war one with the 
other. The kingdom of God, and the king- 
dom of Satan. The enſigns of God's army 
are juſtice, prudence, temperance, and for- 
ritude; which carry along with them, love, 
joy, peace, long-ſuftering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, hope, charity, and the like. The 
<nhgns- of the devil's s army are, adultery, 
fornication, 
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fornication, laſciviouſneſs, covetouſneſs, am- 


bition, pride, lying, ſwearing, envyings, mur- 
ders, drunkenneſs, revellings, wrath, ſtrife, 
ſedition, emulation, and ſuch like. Now.I 
would willingly aſk any perſon, under whe- 
ther banner he would inliſt himſelf? Un- 
doubtedly he would ſay, Under God's. 
Why then does he purſue thoſe vanities and 
pleaſures that the Almighty hates? Until 
he ſhake off all his worldly minded aCtions, 
and become a new creature, he cannot be a 
diſciple of the blefled Jeſus. 

In order therefore to be victorious in this 
noble conflict, we are happy to have the 


bleſſed Son of God our chief captain and 


conductor; who has laid down ſuch rules 


for us, in his holy goſpel, that we cannot 


fail of ſucceſs, if we will but fight under his 
banner; but if we refuſe, and will inlift 
under the devil's banner, we muſt expect to 
be puniſhed with him, his angels, and fol- 
lowers in everlaſting torments. | 


Q XC. 
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XCI. Do unto all MEN, as you would 
have them DO to Tou. 


Wc reaſon why this golden rule, is 
not ſo ſtrictly adhered to as it ought, 
1s owing to our lucrative inclinations, and 
ill natured principles. We ought never to 
oppreſs the poor, nor defraud of his hire, 
the labouring man. The ſeller ought not 
to take advantage of the buyer, though he 
be never ſo ignorant, but ſhould make it a 
rule, to fix a moderate price on every article 
for ſale; for, in all our dealings with one 
another, we 'ought to be honeſt and juſt. 
We. ought to Ko no partiality, nor ma- 
lice one to another; and, if we would but 
aſk ourſelves how we ſhould take it if our 
neighbour did any of theſe things to us, we 
ſhould be more willing to lay aſide our own 
covetous inclinations and malicious tempers. 

Let me adviſe my dear children, (as So- 
lomon did his ſon) that you bind this pre- 
cept on your fingers, and write it upon the 
table of your heart; that you may be al- 
ways ready to hear inſtruction, and be wiſe 
enough not to refuſe it; then you will be 
willing to do unto all men, as you would 


wiſh them to do to you. 
" 2 XCII. 


bs (2 (þÞ 2B (Od 4 


DIVINE ad MORAL 12g 


XCII. STRIVE to ENTER IN at the 
STR AT CATE. 


HES E words are a part of Chriſt's 

ſermon on the mount, which requires 
the moſt ſerious attention. For he ſaith, 
That wide is the gate, and broad is the way 
that leadeth to deſtruction, and many tliere 
be which go in thereat; but ſtrait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it. 
Which precepts, juſt then laid down by him, 
he knew would be badly reliſned by the co- 
vetous and ſenſual lovers of the world; be- 
cauſe they would not be at the pains to 
practiſe them ſincerely. For he faith allo, 
That it is not every one that calleth him 
Lord, who ſhall enter into the kingdom of 


Heaven; ; or even he that propheſieth, or 


doeth wondrous works in his name; but 
he that heareth, and receiveth theſe inſtruc- 
tions, and will firmly reſiſt all the tempta- 
tions of the world, the fleſh and the devil. 
Theſe, ſays he, are the only tew that ſhall be 
able to enter in at the ſtrait gate, and receive 
their rewards, ſuitable to their ſteady reſo- 

lutions. 
* my children, the weighty expreſſi- 
Q 2 ons, 
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ons, contained in Chriſt's ſermon on the 


mount, ſink deep into your minds; and as- 


there are but few who will be at the pains 


to practiſe them ſincerely, if ye have any 


. defire to attain eternal happineſs, ſtrive to 


follow thoſe few, in the narrow path of vir- 


tue. For the way to deſtruction is broad, 


ſoft, and eaſy ; and in this the careleſs mul- 
titude walk. But the way to happineſs is 
narrow, and the path of virtue full of thorns 
and briers; ſo that a few only deny them- 
ſelves unlawful pleaſures, vanities, and the 
gaities of the world, that they may be able 
to walk therein. 1 


XCIII. HIS BLOOD be on US, and on our 


CHILDREN. 


THESE were the flagrant expreſſions of 
| the Jews, on the trial of the blefſed 
Jeſus, before Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
governor, who would gladly have ſet him 
at liberty; becauſe, on examination, he 


found no cauſe of death in him. Therefore, 
in order to convince them that he had no 


deſire to condemn an innocent perſon, he 
lent for water and waſhed his bands before 


them 


cr 
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them all, publicly teſtifying (according to 
their own laws) that he would have no hand 
in ſheding that innocent blood ; which oc- 
caſioned them to utter, with one voice, that 
dreadful imprecation of, His blood be on 
us, and on our children,” O! horrid im- 
precation indeed ! How was this blind mul- 


titude infatuated ! Now let us ſeriouſly re- 


fle& what better we ſhould have aQed our- 
ſelves. The blefled Jeſus* birth (though 
born miraculouſly) was a myſtery to the 
Jews; all they knew was, that he was born 
of a mean extraction, and that his parents 
could not afford to give him a liberal edu- 
cation; no wonder then, that when he 
entered on his miniſtry and began to rebuke 
their rulers without either dread or fear, 
that ſo great hatred and antipathy were 
ſhewn him. They, undoubtedly were 
blameable, for not enquiring more ſtrictly 
into the merits of his proceedings; as the 
miracles that were performed by him clear- 
ly teſtified from whence he had his power. 
But according to their ſuppoſition, no pro- 
phet could ariſe out of Galilee or Nazareth, 
where Jeſus was brought up. Therefore 
they were ſtill in the dark, and feigned odd 
notions, not only of his miracles, but of his 
proverbial expreſſions alſo; which they 
could 
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could not clearly make out, becauſe their 
eyes were blinded, and their hearts harden- 
ed. Now, ſhould an illiterate man, of ſuch 


birth and trade, as the Jews upbraided Jeſus 


with, but rebuke the Sanbedrim of any na- 


tion, and expoſe their ſecret faults and ac- 


tions to the view of their fellow. creatures, 
as ſeverely as the bleſſed Jeſus did the Jewiſh, 
rulers; what would be the contents? Would 
not we ſoon hear the public cry of, away; 
with him! crucify him! crucify him! 

Let us not blame then the Jewiſh rulers, 
nor the rabble who were inſtigated by them, 
for their ignorance in condemning the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus; for he not only prayed for his 
murderers, but told them that to this end 


he was born, and for this cauſe he came 


into the world. Therefore let us ſtrive to 


correct our follies, and frequently obſerve 
the commands of his holy goſpel, leſt we be 
found guilty of crucifying the bleſſed Jeſus 


allo. 


XCIV.“ 
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XCIV. They are CORRUPT, and become 


ABOMINABLE in their DOINGS ; there 
is none that DOETH GOOD, no not ONE. 


HESE are the royal Pſalmiſt's ſenti- 
ments of the degeneracy of mankind, 
in his age. And our great Apoſtle, St. Paul, 
repeats the ſame words to tke Roman na- 
tion, Now, if we take them in a prophetic 
ſenſe, there 1s none that doeth good, be- 
cauſe none can be juſtified by the law. For 
neither Jew nor Gentile did their duty, as 
they ought ; for all were under ſin. But 
let us take them in their literal ſenſe, and let 
us conſider the degeneracy of the nations 
in thoſe times, to whom theſe expreſſions . 
were ſpoken, and we ſhall find a vitiated and 
corrupted nature exceeding prevalent. 

Let us now apply them to the people 


of this age; and what inferences can be 


drawn in their behalf ? Do not we find men 
uncommon eager in purſuing and attaining 
the good things of this life ; but how few do 
we hear talk of heaven and happineſs ! 


Spend the evenings where agreeable, and 


frequent what company you pleaſe; and 
you will find that riches and poſſeſſions, 
titles and honours, cards and dice, their 

25 glaſs 
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glaſs and their pleaſures, their paſtimes and 
amuſements, (nay often indecent expreſſi- 
ons) are very much made the topics of con- 
verſation. If the royal Pfalmiſt, or our 
great Apoſtle, had been either of them living 
in theſe our days, I apprehend they would 
have thought we deferved the ſame upbraid- 


'XCV. For what is a nan PROFITED, if 


he ſhall GAIN the whole WORLD, and 
LOSE his ewn SOUL ; or, what fhall a 
Man give in EXCHANGE for his 
SOUL? _ 


"PHE fate of everlaſting bliſs, and 


miſery, ſhould be ſeriouſly taken to 


heart, by every individual. How often 
does the bleſſed Jeſus warn us of our care- 


leſsneſs on that great and momentous 1 | 
and how often does he reprimand us for 

our too eager purſuit after riches, by aſking 
us what benefit it would be to gain the 
greateſt honours and riches, and in the pur- 


uit, (or improper uſe thereof) caſt ourſelves 


away? Ought not the parable of the rich 
man, who pulled down his barns to build 
| greater, 


4 
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reater, ſufficiently guard us againſt the 
6 effects, and ſhort duration of 
riches? And ought not the heedleſsneſs of 
the five fooliſh' virgins to remind us of the 


careleſsneſs of our duty? Should not our 
bleſſed Redeemer's reprehenſion of Martha's 


eagerneſs, about the things of this life, cau- 
tion us alſo? nay, the end of almoſt all his 
diſcourſes centers in guarding us againſt 


covetouſneſs; for he tells us that a man's 


life conſiſteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he poſſeſſeth. 
Seeing then, that the ſole view of our ac- 
tions ſhould be to gain eternal happineſs, let 
us take particular care that we ſet not our 
affections too much on earthly things; for 
we know not how ſoon the Supreme Judge 
may require a ſtrict account of our ſteward- 
ſhip. Let us take particular care that our 
veſſels be conſtantly trimmed with oil, ready 
to meet our bridegroom whenever he ſhall 


demand our attendance; leſt we enjoy the 


fate of the five fooliſh virgins, and be ex- 
cluded Heaven, for the careleſs negle& of 


our duty, 


R Xcvl. 
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XCVI. Keep INNOCENCY, and take heed 
. * wnto the thing that is RIGHT ; for that 


Hall bring a. Man PEACE at the loft. 


HE royal Pfalmiſt, in theſe few ex- 
preflions, hath ſummed up the whole 


duty of man, with the happy conſequences 
attending it, in our laſt moments. The moſt 


illiterate perfon is not inſenfible when he is 
doing amiſs ; neither is he ignorant of be- 
ing made accountable for his follies; or 
why ſhould fear ever opprefs his mind, if he 
had no dread of puniſhment ? There is not 
that hardened wretch living, but who, at 
ſome interval or other, is pricked with re- 
morſe of confcience. The frequent occa- 
fions of wickedneſs are the non-government 
of our paſſions; which, without controul, 
carry us to extremes, from which we can- 
not ſometimes extricate ourſelves, without 
committing greater crimes, in order to 
evade corporal puniſhment ; which, it is 
doubtful, often terminates in loſs of both 
body and ſoul. For all extremes are dan- 
gerous, and one inconſiderate action, fre- 
quently begets another. 8 

Let us take particular care then, that we 


be juſt and honeſt in all our dealings. Let 
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us keep our tongue from evil, and our lips 
that they ſpeak no guile. Let whatever 
paſſion we are prone to, be curbed, before 
it has got too great an aſcendency over us. 
Let our recreations and amuſements be in- 
nocent, and let us not be lovers of pleaſure, 
more than lovers of God. 

Let our glaſs be taken with moderation, 
and let our incornes calculate our expences z 
that our time and money be not ſuper- 
fluouſly thrown away. Let us not imitate 
the actions of our ſuperiors, neither in dreſs, 
diet, nor amuſements; but let every man 
conſider well his ſtation, and act * 
as becometh him in that ſtation; then, by 
our thus obſerving to keep innocency, and 
taking heed to the thing that is right, we 
ſhall be ſure to find both peace and happi- 
neſs at the laſt ; for innocency is an aſſured 
comfort, both in life and death. 


XCVII. 4s for ME, and m HOUSE, we 
| will SERVE the LORD. 


HESE were the reſolutions of 
the leader of the Iſraelites, when = 
moſt the whole body of his countrymen had 
revolted to idolatry. Which ſhews the 

R 2 greatneſs 
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greatneſs and goodneſs of his heart, amongſt 


ſuch a corrupted and degenerate race of 
people. There have not been wanting ſuch. 
worthies in all ages, who have boldly decla- 
red their intentions to ſerve the Lord, even 
in the midſt of Paganiſm. How happy then 
ſhould the people of Chriſtendom think 


themicives, who have the ſcriptures for their 


guide! Yet how apt (in this enlightened 


age) are we to follow a multitude to do 
evil! The pleaſures of this life are ſo be- 
witching and enticing, that very many pur- 


ſue them. It is a ſort of plauſible obedience, 
and ſeems to carry with it the appearance 


of religious principles, to follow the cry of 
the multitude, and join with them in the 


broad path; though it leadeth to deſtructi- 


on; thinking their actions cannot be hei- 


nous, when ſo many of their ſuperiors, and 
cquals, tread in the ſame ſteps. 


But let not the errors and vices of the 


age plead univerſality in their favour, 


though never ſo great a number follow af- 
ter them. Is is too true, that man will be 
thought ſingular, ' who oppoſes the ridicu- 
lous cuſtoms and follies of the generality ; 


but what man, to whom virtue is pleaſing, 
can pleaſe the multitude? I ſhould not (my 


much - 


children) have urged this advice with ſo 


F_— FRE” TRL” non” TR” mg co THE 


DIVTN E and M ORAL. 133 


much eagerneſs; but when vice and wick- 
edneſs increaſe, virtue and piety decreaſe. 

How many do we ſee flocking to play houſes, 
or expenſive recreations ? But how few go 
to church, to hear the word of God at no 
expence ?. Religion may be learned at an 
ealy rate; but folly and pleaſure are often 
purchaſed. at an extravagant one. If we 
will follow a multitude to do evil; we muſt. 
abide by the conſequences ; for, if we par- 
take of their crimes, we muſt partake of 
their puniſhments alſo. - There are none fo 
blind as thoſe that will not ſee; nor none 
ſo deaf as thoſe that will not hear; nor none 
ſo worthleſs as thoſe, who reject the Pi6us 
inſtructions of their parents. 


? 
— —— 


XCVIII. THORNS alſo, and THISTLES, 
ſhall it bring forth to thee. In the SWEAT + 
of thy FACE ſhalt thou eat Bread, till thou 
— to the GROUND. 


HIS was the curſe that God laid on 

the earth for our firſt parents tranſ- 
greſſion in Paradiſe. |, Yet whilſt they were 
obedient to their Maker's command, it pro- 


duced them every delicacy ſpontancoully,, 
without 
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without their afliſtance. Now, how natu- 
rally do we, their offspring, blame them for 
this diſobedience ; when, had we been in 


their ſituation, we ſhould have been guilty 


of the ſaid offence ourſelves. Let us now 
conſider how liable, and ready we are to 


eat this forbidden fruit. Take but a ſurvey 


of the actions of thoſe men, who have not 
occaſion to get their bread by the ſweat of 
their brow, and, on inſpection, they will be 


found frequently cating the forbidden fruit. 


Nay, on ſerious examination, we ſhall all 
be detected of pilfering the forbidden fruit, 
more or leſe. Therefore we are all equally 
guilty of this curſe as our firſt parents, and 
muſt juſtly conclude that the Almighty's 
decree was fixed on the firmeſt foundation, 
for our future welfare and- happineſs. 


Let us then be induſtrious, and ſtrive to 
et our bread by the ſweat of our brow ; 


but if Providence bath bleſſed us with a ſuf- 


ficiency, without that toil, let us not be idle, 


but ſtudy to get wiſdom and inſtruction, a- 
long with our innocent amuſements ; and 
let us not forget to be frequently doing 
good, according to the affluence that God 


hath bleſſed us with; then we ſhall be ready 
to contribute to the neceſſities of thoſe, who 


muſt be drudges, and who muſt cultivate 
SH ORE? this 
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this earth, in order to keep in ſubjection 
thoſe thorns, thiſtles, and other noxious 
weeds, which, without care and induſtry, 
would ſoon over-run it. 


XCIX. Doug h the Fig Tree e ſhall not bloſ- 
om, Were ſhall Fruit be in the Vine; 
though the Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, 
and the Fields ſhall yield no Meat; though 
the Flocks ſhall be cut off from the Fold, 

and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls ; 
yet will I Rejoice in the LORD, I will 
Joy in the GOD of my SALVATION. © 


HIS is the reſolution of the: Prophet, 

and it has, and ever will be the prac- 

tice of all good men to rely totally on Pro- 
vidence ; aſſuredly believing, that he will 
direct all things to their future benefit, even 
in the molt calamitous ſituations in life.— 
How often do we find inclement ſeaſons 
frequently fruſtrating the induſtrious huſ- 
bandman, as well as various mechanics, 
from purſuing their lawful callings ! Repin- 
ing then at the diſpenſations of Providence 
only increaſes our diſtreſſes, and often fruſ- 
trates our welfare and happineſs. The Al- 
mighty 
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mighty diſpoſer of all things doeth what 
feemeth him beſt, either for our correction 
or inſtruction; and though it be a diſap- 
pointment to our worldly wiſhes ; yet, if we 
would rightly conſider it, it is meant for our 

Let us guard ourſelves then, neyer to be 
ruffled under any diſappointments, neither 
by the fruſtrations of Providence, nor our 
own negle& ; but ſtrive to prevent, for the 
future, that careleſsneſs; let us not repine 
at the lateneſs or inclemency of the ſeaſons; 
for we ſee them frequently vary in this 
iſland ; let not the huſbandman ſlacken his 
plough, for the ſake of the cold; and let 
him not loſe ſeed time when opportunity 
offers. Let him do things with conſider- 
ation, and truſt in Providence for ſucceſs.— 
Yet though Paul plant and Apolios water, it 
is God that muſt give the increaſe. But 
the induſtrious man may ſecurely reſt in 
hopes of ſatisfaction; for it is the ſluggard, 
the careleſs, and the extravagant man, that 
will be always in want. 


C. The 


Tat 
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{+4 The Uncertainty, In/tability, and Weak- 
neſs of HUMAN NA1URE. 


OW vain a thing is man! how frail, how brittle! 
How great he ſeems to be, but yet how little ! 
His time on earth's a ſpan, yet full of folly, 


So fickle ſtill is he, and melancholy. | 

He's too compar'd to graſs, ſoon cut and dried, 
Vet ſtill ſo fooliſh he, though often tried, 

He conſtantly doth ſee the ſhort duration 


Ot earthly things, from high to th? loweſt ſtation. . 
Yet heedleſs of his end, and full of pleaſure, 
He makes his Heav'n on Earth, to hoard up treaſure, 


Though ſickneſs ſtalk around, aud death appeareth 


In ev'ry place he goes, yet he ne'cr feareth 
The name of that great God, who he's offending, : 


Though he his favours ſtill on man is ſending. 


Would frail man make but wiſdom his dictator, | 
She ſoon would learn him how to fear his Maker. 


; The follies of this life would ſoon be dropped, 


And vice, in ev'ry ſhape, would ſoon be cropped. 


Then man would happy be, and love his brother, 
And peace would till abide with one another. 


9 CI, 
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Cl. When GOD's FUDGMENTS on 
SINNERS are viſibly executed, the ATHE= 
ISTs, if any there be, muſt tremble. 


F\ALLING the ſacred name of God in 
queſtion, on frivolous occaſions, or 
what is worſe, to vindicate our falſehoods, 
has been too frequently practiſed in all ages. 
What fufficient proofs remain, not only in 
the Scriptures, but in the records of more 
modern date, in our own nation, of the hei- 
nouſneſs of thoſe imprecations, that have ſo 
immediately brought down ſuch tremendous 
puniſhments on offenders! Yet how many 
perſevere ſtill to invoke the Deity, for pu- 
niſhments,even in the height of their paſſion, 
and follies ! Good God! what preſumptous 
raſhneſs, or rather madneſs, are we prone 
to ! Could but a prayer be ſo fervently ſent 
up, in immediate dangers, what relief might 
not be expected. The affecting cataſtro- 
phe of Ananias and Sapphira, in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, is ſufficient to deter us from 
trampling under our feet God's great pre- 
rogative. 
But I ſhall repeat two more of a more 
modern date in our own kingdom. Three 
women, at Devizes market, in Wiltſhire, 
bargained 
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bargained for a certain quantity of corn, and 
when the price was to be paid, one of them 
fraudulently ſecreted her quota; with which 


being charged by the other two, ſhe pro- 


teſted, with the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations, 
that ſhe had paid her money ; and prayed, 
that if ſhe did not ſpeak the truth, God 
would immediately ſtrike her dead. The 
words were ſcarce out of her mouth when 


ſhe dropped down dead; and the money was 


found in her poſſeſſion. A written memo- 
rial, of this extraordinary event, now ſtands 
fixed up at the market croſs, where the af. 
fair happened. 
The other was at Chalford in the county 
of Glouceſter. One Richard Parſons, a 
young man, was playing at whilſt one even- 
ing, at the houſe of John Young, in the ſaid 


village, along with the ſaid Toung, Dowell, 


and Par/low, for two ſhillings a game; and 
the ſaid Parſons, having loſt ſome money, 
moſt prophanely wiſhed, that his fleſh 
might rot, and his eyes never ſhut, if he did 
not win the next game. Immediately after 
the expreſſion, the people that were with 
him, declared that the candle went out, 
which terrified them ſo much, that it put 
an end to their play. Parſons was preſent- 
ly taken ill, and on going to bed, obſerved 

5 8 2 a black 
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a black ſpot on his leg, which ſpreading 
wider and wider, he went the next day to a 
ſurgeon ; but all human aſſiſtance was in 
vain; for he died the next day after that. 
His fleſh being quite rotten, nor could his eyes 
be ſhut, notwithſtanding all the efforts of his 
friends to cloſe them. 

If there are men, whole conſciences can» 
not fee] clearly the Deity within them, nor 
the glorious firmament above their heads 
convince them, of the veracity of a God- 
head, they muſt certainly be wiltully ſtub- 
born; when miraculous events, that are ſo 
clearly demonſtrated, will not reform them. 


CII. Far as often as ye EAT this BREAD, 
and DRINK this CUP, ye do ſhew the 
_ LORD's DEATH till he come. 


HIS is one of the ſacred duties St. Paul 
recommended to the Corinthians, in 
order to keepin remembrance the inſtitution 
of the LoRD's SUPPER, ordained b 
CHRIST himſelf, the night before he ful. 
fered for the expiation of the ſins of the 
whole world, which ought to be kept up by 
all Chriſtians i in a devout manner, till the 
SECOND Coming. 


The 


2 
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The reaſon why the apoſtle ſtrenuouſly 
requeſted the Corinthians to obſerve this 
ſacred duty, with a decent decorum, was, 
on account of the irregularities committed 
by them, at the performance of it. The 
Chriſtians in this age are not guilty of their 
follies ; but far too few are wiiling to par- 
take of this heavenly inſtitution ; perhaps 
not thinking themſelves qualified to receive 
it worthily. I would candidly aſk, whether 
going unprepared to the Lord's table, or 
unworthy refuſing to partake of it, is the 
greater crime? Sins of omiſſion undoubt- 
edly are as grievous as fins of commiſſion, 
in the eyes of God; as we have plainly 
ſhewn in the Marriage Supper. For thoſe 


that made light of it, eſcaped no better than 


he that came without the wedding garment; 
both were puniſhed ; the former for diſo- 
bedience, and the latter for diſreſpect. 

Let us then come to the Lord's table 
(though unprepared) with a good intention, 
and firm reſolution, to forſake our fins; and 
ſhould we relapſe after receiving, let us not 
be deterred from coming again, but ſtrive 
daily to curb our failings; and no doubt, 
when we have done our duty, as well as we 
are able, that our good and gracious God 
will accept our ſervices, though they be not 

performed 
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performed with that exactneſs we could 
have wiſhed. For we cannot expect ſalva- 
tion, except we endeavour to obey the goſ- 
pel precepts, to the utmoſt of our power. 


cin. The PENITENTIAL PSALM. 


(Funeral Tune) 


AVE mercy, Lord, on me I pray; 
Thy help to me now lend; 
For l'm o' erpow'r'd both night and day; 
Some comfort to me ſend, 


Thou know'ſt my aking heart, O Lord, 
How long I've been oppreſs'd ; 

*Tis only thou canſt help afford? 
And cauſe my grief to reſt. 


O, bleſſed Lord, in vain I've try'd 
The art of human ſkill ; 

And now I know that none beſide. 
Thee, can a cure fulfil, 


How long, O God, doſt thou detain 
Thy wonted grace from me ? 
And | a ſpectacle remain, 
Of grief and miſery. 
3 . But 
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But why, O Lord, ſhould 1 repine, 
Since *tis thy wonted grace : 


And that it is thy bleſs'd defign, 


My fins for to deface. 


My fickneſs, Lord, has made me look 
Back, on my miſpent years; 

How I, when young thy law forſook ; 
But now repent with tears. 


Yet let me beg, my bleſſed God, 
Since I do feel the ſmart 


Of thy ſevere afflicting rod, 


Some help to me impart. 


And if it be thy bleſſed will, 
My health to me beſtow; 
Then thy commands I will fulfil, 
And ſtill in goodnels grow. 


CIV. The THANKSGIVING PSALM. 
(15th Pſalm Tune) 


M* ſoul, bleſs thou the Lord always ; 


His mercy does abound ; 


And to thy Maker give the praiſe ; 
Iii he hath made thee ſound, 


From 
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From ſickneſs now thou art ſet free; 
Death's fiery dart he's ſtay d:. 
Thy praiſes, and thy thanks, then ſee 

To him be duly Paid. 


With my whole heart, I'll is the Lord, 
And magnify him ſtill: 


His glorious acts I will record, 


And his commands tulfil. 


For fince my God has heard my ry ry 
And has remov'd my fear: 


Still then to him I do declare, g ; bo 


My voice PII always rear. 


O bleſs the Lord, ye people all, 
His praiſes ſtill proclaim ; 

For he will make the ſinners fall, 
That call not on his name. 


*Tis he that wond'rous things hath e 
In former times, we're told: | 

He always heard thoſe men that ſought . | 
His covenant of old. 


For he will ſurely hear the cry 
Of thoſe that ſeek his face: 
And ſtraight to him he inſtantly 
Does ſend his ſaving grace. 


Therefore 
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Therefore-with me come praiſe the Lord, 
All ye that love his name ; 

And let us ſtill, with one accord, 
Sing praiſes to the ſame. 


3 


CV. DOOMS DAT, from HREN. 
6 OME to Judgment, come away!“ 
(Hark! I hear the angel ſay, 
Summoning the duſt to riſe) 
Haſte, reſume, and lift your eyes; 
Hear! ye ſons of Adam, hear! 
Man, before thy God appear 


Come to Judgment, come away! 
This the laſt, the dreadful day. 
Sovereign author, judge of all, 

1 Duſt obeys thy quick'ning call, 

EE, Diuſt no other voice will heed : | 
Thine the trump that wakes the dead. 


Come to Judgment, come away ! 

Lingering man no longer ſtay : 

Thee let earth at length reſtore, 

Pris'ner in her womb no more, 

Burſt the barriers of the tomb, 

Riſe to meet thy inſtant doom. C 
e : | 1 Come 
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Came to Judgment, come away! 
Wide diſpers'd howe'er ye. ſtray. 
Loft in fire, or air, or main, 
Kindred atoms meet again; 


Sepulcher'd where'er ye reſt, 5 
Mix'd with fiſh, or bird, or beaſt. 


Come to Judgment, come away 

Help, O CnRisr! thy works decay; 
Man is out of order hurl'd, * 
Parcell'd out to all the world; 

Lord, thy broken concert raiſe, 

And the muſic ſhall be praiſe. 


A D DE N D A. 


How muſt terrors then ariſe, 
In th* ungodly's tearful eyes 


How with bliſs will good men ſec 


Joys to all eternity ! 
Deareſt children, think on this; 3 


Torfeit not eternal . 
cyl. The CHRISTIAN's PRAYER. | 
X SAVIOUR of the world! Thou 


glory? and the expreſs image of his perſon; 


| F208, that art the — and end of all 


things; 


that art the brightneſs of thy father's . 
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things ; who haſt deſtroyed the power of 


the devil, and overcome death; thou that 
fitteſt at the right hand of the father, that 
makeſt intercefhon for all the world; thou 


that art the judge of the quick and dead; 


thou that wilt ſpeedily come down in thy 
father's glory, to reward all men according 


to their works ; be thou my light and peace; 
be thou my guide and director in all things, 
that I may love and fear thee as I ought. — 


Caſt out of my heart all evil thoughts and 


wicked defigns, that 1 may be ready to for- 


give all my enemies, and do good to all 
people. Thou knoweſt, O Lord, my ttanſ- 
greflions, and how 1 have ſinned againſt 
thee continually,—Forgive me all thoſe fins 
Here mention the grratęſt offences] that I too 
frequently and flagrantly committed in my 
youth. And, indeed, my life hath been 


little elſe than one continual coutſe of im- 


picty, unthankfulneſs, and of unworthy re- 
turns for all thy goodneſs and loving kind- 
neſs to me. How deſirable am l to repent 
and become a new creature ! but the allure- 
ments of the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
ſo ſtrongly beſet me, that without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of thy holy ſpirit, 1 am not able to 


withſtand thoſe powerful enemies. Aſſiſt 
me, O bleſſed Jeſus ! and let thy holy ſpirit 


T 2 infuſe 
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infuſe good thoughts into my mind continu- 
ally ; that I be not led away with the errors 
of the wicked, nor fall from my weak, 
though good intentions. Keep my mind in 
an even temper, that i may meet all the 
contingencies of life as I ought ; that I may 
not be puffed up with pride or ambition, in 
proſperity, nor dejected in adverſity ; but 
learn to imprint in my mind, That in what- 
ſoever ſtate I am, therewith to be content. 
Let the engagements and amuſements of 
life never prevent my due obedience to 
thee, nor forget my charity and benevolence 
to my fellow-creatures, according to my 
ability. Poſſeſs my ſoul with all Chriſtian 
graces and virtues, that living ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 
I may hereafter dwell with thee in thoſe 
manſions of bliſs and glory, which thou 
haſt prepared for all thoſe that love thee. 
Amen. 5 Fs 
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CVII. Xnowe/t thou the Ordinances of 
HEAVEN?! Canft thou ſet the Dominion 
thereof? Canſt thou bind the Influences 
of PLEIADES? g 


| F* OM the molt remote antiquity, not 


only peſtilential diſeaſes, but many o- 
thers, have been aſcribed to ſtarry influen- 
ces, to malign conjunctions, and radiations 
of the heavenly bodies ; but all reaſonings 
upon this conjecture were obſcure and per- 
plexed, till our great philoſopher, Sir Iſaac 
Newton, taught men to think juſtly, and 
talk intelligently about the motions and in- 
fluences of thoſe remote badies ; whereby 
it appears that they affect us no otherwiſe, 
than as they occaſion the viſitations of the 
ſeaſons, and different conſtitutions of the 
alr. 


Nature well known, no Prodigies remain. 
Comets are regular, Eclipſes plain. 


What lengths have Predictors, Aſtrolo- 
ers, Fortune-tellers, Cunning men, Con- 
jurors, Calculators of nativities, and Dream- 
ers of dreams, carried their futile prognoſ- 
tications into the minds of credulous people, 


purely 


f 
» £7 
 ;j 
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purely for lucrative views; which ſet of 
men, the laſt plague in London totally an- 
nihilated. Numbers fell in the heat of the 
calamity. Others ventured to ſtay on the 
proſpeR of getting great eſtates, whoſe gain 
was great for a time, through the madneſs 
and folly of the people; but many of them 
went to their long home, not able to tell 


their own fate, or calculate their own nati- 


vities ; and none ever appeared, or were 
heard of after the calamity. 

Aſtrology being reckoned a fallacious 
art, all the chimeras deduced there from, 
may be plainly confuted by phyſical reafons, 
and therefore are juſtly rejected by all found 
philoſophers. *© For who bath known the 
mind of the Lord, or who hath been his 
counſellor, how unſearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways paſt finding out.“ 


Clin. On the careleſs INN ATTENTION 
| F READING. 


TYOW many are there who ſpend their 
time in reading, as careleſsly as if 

ey were at their paſtime or play; but how 
many may be found, who ſcarce ever open 


a book 
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2 book of any kind; and as many, whoſe 
only delight is in reading ſongs and ballads. 
The Bible and religious books are ſeldom 
peruſed, but when they are, it is with ſuch 


indifference, as occaſions no improvement: 


But plays, romances, novels, anonymous 
memoirs, voyages, travels, adventures, and 
fuch as tend to entertain the mind, without 
any great degree of attention, conſtitute the 
library of the greateſt part of mankind ; 
but ſhould they chooſe to ornament their 
ſock with a few religious books, the ſacred 
volumes may lie undiſturbed, till they are 
all covered with duſt. 

It muſt be allowed, that thoſe who are 
advanced in years, have a right to amuſe 
themſelves with what may innocently alle- 
viate their infirmities, in order to paſs the 
heavy hours away, in as agreeable a manner 
as poſſible. But youth, at their leiſure 
hours, (which ought to be encouraged by 
their parents or guardians) ſhould lay in 
ſuch a ſtock of wiſdom and knowledge, as 
no where can be found, but in the ſacred 
writings, or ſome worthy moraliſts, ancient 


or modern. 
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- CIX. On the 1 and Fol L of 
DISSENTIONS. 


HE foundation of all differences, not 
only in the ſtate, in the county, but in 


pariſhes, ariſe from a bigotted pride, and an 


affected ſuperiority, that one perſon claims 
cover another, ' owing to his birch, fortune, 
or qualifications. When the public weal is 
to be conſidered, men ought to diveſt them- 
ſelves of all prejudiced notions whatever, 
and then they would readily unite, not only 
in conſulting, but purſuing every advantage 
for its benefit : for private welfare is not ay 
be compared to the common weal. But, 
| haps, the Eſquire, the Juſtice of the = mk 
or man of fortune, wants to claim the total 
right of dictation 8 government; they in- 
deed ought to be conſulted with the firſt, on 
account of their dignity and fortune; for 
reſpect ought to be paid to our ſuperiors. 
But where ambition and pride hath fixed 
their ſeats, from thence will come diſſen- 
tions and differences, as they will be de- 
termined to thwart every good purpoſe 
their brethren may propoſe, who do not 
coincide with their opinions, though i It be 
againſt their « own intereſt, : 
et 
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Let then all thoſe, whom God hath bleſſ- 
of ed with riches and honour, conſider well 
the truſt that is due from them to their in- 
feriors, and they will readily and chearfully 


t unite in every public good, as well for the 

n defence of the ſtate, the encouragement of 

1 agriculture and commerce, as the diſcou- 

8 ragement of vice and wickedneſs, and the | 
3 — of virtue and Sodlineſs. | 
Is | 
" 
2 | | s | 

y CX. The Fol. LY and WickEeDNess of re- | 
e  jecting MATRIM ON, on account of its © 
0 expenſiue ſupport ; but, ſhould'it be embrac- 9 
59 dad, of neglecting their FAMILIES and 3 
7 8 "CHILDREN, for the Ar nee of Di iffepa- 

al Hon. 

* 

n 4 extravagancy of dreſs, dps, 

r and thinking after unlawful pleaſures, 

. are become ſo faſhionable, that matrimony 

d is rejected, except a large fortune can be 

= procured, in order to ſupport thoſe luxuri- 

ous careers; which, ſhould that ſucceed, 

8 would be the only means of increaſing them. 

t It may be aſſerted, that this age is no worſe 

e (than the laſt; *tis true, different vices have 


varied at different periods, But the well 
t 2 U thinking 
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thinking part of mankind muſt allow, that 
diſſipated pleaſure never ſo deeply affected 
the middle ranks, till the preſent age. It 


muſt naturally follow then, that when a 


partner is taken by the hand, family con- 


nections and expences are increaſed; aſſem- 


blies, dinners, ſuppers, tea-drinking, and 


_ eard-playing, engroſs ſo much time, that 


not only a trade, or calling is neglected, but 


a family alſo. The young couple then, af- 
ter having ſpent the fortunes which their 


kind and affectionate parents beſtowed on 
them; if they have not audacious boldneſs 
to become bankrupts, muſt wear out the 
reſt of their days, in ſome diſagreeable ſi - 


tuation and calling, or die of diſappoint- 


ment and grief, in melancholy reflections on 
their unfortunate proceedings. | 

In order then to prevent ſuch enormous 
follies, parents ſnould not indulge their chil- 
dren in ſuch extravagant principles, when 
it is not in their power to ſupport them. 
My lord and my lady cannot cut a greater 


figure at St. James's, than a ſpirited lad or 


laſs does at a fair, a play-houſe, or an aflem- 
bly. Fur hats, broad clothes, filk gowns 
and ſtockings, are now made the dreſs, of 
not only the middling rank, but even of the 


inferior fort, who are able to purchaſe them; 
5 which, 
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which, about a century ago, was the dreſs 
only of kings and queens. What muſt en- 
ſue then, but poverty and diſtreſs, when 
ſickneſs or old age approacheth. Let us 
ſtrive to ſubdue our extravagancies and 
follies, and act as becometh our ſituations, 
then we ſhall have no objection to enter 
diſcreetly into matrimony, and be ready to 
ſupport that ſtation of life as ordained by 
Gol. | 


CXI. That WOMEN adorn themſelves in 

" Modeſt APPAREL with SHAMEFACEDNESS 
and SOBRIETY, not with Broidered HAIR, 

or GoLD, or PEARLS, or co/tly ARRAY. 


RIDE in dreſs of either ſex, is very un- 
- becoming, for it ſhews that a lofty and 
ambitious ſpirit remains in the heart of thoſe 
that are poſſeſſed with it. When the fair 
ſex are endowed with a beautiful complexi- 
on, pride in dreſs often accompanies it, in 
order to attract admiration, which fre- 
quently prevents the embelliſhment of the 
mind, on which all future happineſs muſt 
depend; for, were our minds better culti- 
vated in the principles of religion in youth, 
2 and 


f \ 


156 MISCELLANEOUS /ESSAYS, 


and pride diſcouraged, we ſhould be more 
deſirous of affecting the plain, but decent 
dreſs, of the pecple called Quakers. Per- 
haps ſome will affert, that it would be de- 


trimental to trade, by no means: for, ſhould. 


thoſe of ability chuſe to renew their drefles 
as oft as they pleaſe, why not be made in 
a a decent form? But it is natural for thoſe, 
who are deeply tinctured with pride, to ſtart 
objections, when their follies are expoſed to 
ridicule. 

can give no better advice than the hs 
cred volumes have done, for they ſay, When 
pride cometh, then cometh ſhame, but with the 
lowly is wiſdom. As a jewelof gold in a ſwine's 
ſnout, ſo is a fair woman without diſcretion. 
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a 
woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be 
praiſed. A ſhamefaced and faithful woman 
is a double grace, and her continent mind can- 
not be valued. 


CAIL LTINCG. 


INCERITY and plainneſs i in ſpeech, 
the old Engliſh mode of addreſſing one 
another, is become ſo out of faſhion, that 


diſſimulation and falſehood ſo prevalent in 
FR our 
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our preſent converſation, has almoſt turned 
our language into a lic. 

There is little difference between a liar 
and forſwearer, for he that will tell a lie, 
may eaſily be entreated to forſwear himſelf. 
The Egyptians made a law, that every liar 
ſhould be put to death. And Cyrus told the 
king of Armenia, that a lie deſerved no 
pardon. The Perſians and Indians depriv- 
ed their magiſtrates of all honour, and far- 
ther ſpeech, that lied. What worthy ex- 
amples have theſe Heathen nations left up- 
on record ? How great care and circumſpec- 
tion ought we, Chriſtians, to be endowed 
with, when our adverſary, the devil, is con- 
tinually walking about like a roaring lion, 
ſeeking whom he may devour? He is 
called a liar, and the father of it; for, by 
his lies Eve was ſeduced, and the Son of 
God tempted. How many good men, in 
all ages, have been condemned and puniſhed 
falſely, for the lies and evil reports of o- 
thers? Foſeph was ſent into a dungeon, and 
Feſus Chriſt arraigned at Pilate's tribunal by 
falſe accuſations. What warnings have we 
from the ſacred writings, to forbear the 
accurſed practice? Solomon tells us that a 
lying tongue is an abomination to the Lord. 


Ihe ſon of Sirach ſays, That a lie is a foul 


blot 
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blot in a man, yet it is continually in the 
mouth of the untaught, and that a thief is 
better than a liar. And our great Apoſtle 
charges us not to lie one to another. 
Seeing then, that lying is fo deteſtable a 
crime, it brings the poſſeſſor of it, in this 
life, under an everlaſting jealouſy and ful. 
picion, ſo that he is not believed, even when 
he ſpeaks the truth, but what is of greater 


conſequence, the excluſion of Heaven, with: 


out repentance. 


7 


CXMIL I is not the PLACE that maketh the 


PERSON, but the PERSON 15a. man! 


the PL ACE nr 


EFORE a man accept of any office or 

promotion, he ought to —— well 
* the truſt that is to be repoſed in him ; for, 
officers ſhould rule by good laws, and good 
examples, judge by wiſdom and juſtice, and 
defend by care and vigilance. How ready 
are ſome to receive places of honour, but 
how careleſs in executing their duty; how 
many alſo are there who accept of lucrative 
places, purely te be the tools of thoſe that 
conferred them; and how many are brought 


up 
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up to the prieſthood, who neither preach, 
nor live on their cures. What negligence 
muſt this be in thoſe who accept of promo- 
tions, purely for their emoluments, without 
any regard to execute the truſt, that the 
dignity of their office requires. It would be 
beneficial for the community, if a juſtice of 


the peace was to be appointed in every 


pariſh, they would be able, not only to 
judge, but perhaps amicably ſettle the dif- 
ferences of their neighbours, which would 


be the beſt means of preventing numerous 
animoſities, as well as frivolous law-ſuits. 


For the heart, underſtanding, council and 
eſſence in a common wealth, are the good 
laws and ſtatutes therein eſtabliſhed; and no 
nation enjoys them purer than Great Bri- 
tain, were they properly put in execution; 
but laws not executed, are of no value, and 
as good not made, as not practifed. 
Would then the Rector, or Vicar but re- 
ſide on his benefice, and was he appointed a 
juſtice of the peace, what ſatisfaction and 
bappineſs muſt accrue to his neighbours, if 
his truſt was executed as became his 


dignity. 


cxiv. 
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„ 
ATIENCE and perſeverance diſtin- 
guiſh God's children from hypocrites 
and diſſemblers; for patience is made more 
ſtrong and perfect under afflictions. Ought 
not then that to be born with Patience, 


which cannot be redreſſed with carefulneſs? 
How impatient are ſome huſbandmen when 


_ harveſt weather does not happen agreeable 


to their expectations. What diſcontent and 
murmuring, what diffidence in the Almigh- 
ty, ſo as to break the Sabbath, by inning 
their corn on that day, when they are war- 
ranted from ſcripture, that ſeed time and 
harveſt ſhall never fail. What diſtruſt in 
providence i is this? for deſpairing at his ac- 
tions, is the only means of increaſing our 
calamities : The beſt ſalve for diſappoint- 


ments, and miſery, is patience. God doth 


not afflict us willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men, except our ſins give him juſt 
cauſe, and neceſſitate him to puniſh, 
Loet us then take Job for a pattern in all 
our actions, and we ſhall find him patient 
under the moſt ſevere affliftions, ſuch as 
never man experienced fave himſelf; ſo 
content was he under them, and ſo ſubmiſ- 
five 
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five to the will of God, that in his greateſt 
dilemmas, he bleſſed the name of the Lord. 
Let us ſubmit to God's wiſdom in reſpe& of 
his diſpoſal and ordering of things; for as he 
calls us his children, why not leave ev 

thing to his diſcretion. ' Should not we 
think that parent heedleſs, who indulged 


his child in every fooliſh ſtep it would na- 
turally take ? Would it not bring itſelf to its 


grave a thouſand ways before it's time, if 
not prevented by a diligent parent ? Why 
then not joyfully ſubmit to the unerring wiſ- 
dom of our heavenly Father, though he 
does ſometimes diſappoint us in our aims 


and wiſhes, becauſe he knows it is for our 
good? | 


CXV. INGRATITUDE. 


TNGRATITUDE was the cauſe of the fin 


and death of man, therefore it behoveth 
us all carefully to reſiſt this ſhameful vice, 
as no man's life is void of it. The laws of 
Athens, Perſia and Macedonia, condemned 
the unthankful perſon to death; and the 
Egyptians, of all vices, abhorred it. It is 
better never to receive a benefit, than to be 

$:44 X unthankful 
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unthankful for it. Nothing waxeth ſooner 
old, than a good turn, or benefit. 'That 
perſon had better be born fooliſh, than un- 
derſtand how to be unthankful, for impu- 
dency is the companion of that — 4 
ingratitude. How frequently do we find 
men not only neglect to repay kindneſſes, 
but return injuries inſtead of them ? Nay, 
even if you ſhould admoniſh your friend of 
a fault, or tell him of an error, he preſently 
looks on you as his enemy. This was the 
caſe of the Jewiſh Nation with the blefled 
Jesus; and St. Paul tells the Galatians, that 
he is become their enemy, becauſe he tells 
them the truth. 
4s the moſt barbarous nations on earth, 
do good to thoſe that do good them ; what 
muſt unthankful Chriſtians then think of 
_ themſelves, who are commanded to do good 
for evil. Let us be grateful to our benefac- 
tors, and delight in returning a benefit re- 
ceived. But ſhould we not be able to retali. 
ate it, let us not forget it as long as we 
live; and let us look upon our friend who 
admoniſheth us, with the greateſt eſteem 
and reſpect. For he that hateth reproof is 
brutiſh, and he that being often repoved, 
and hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be 
deſtroyed, and that without — 


nn... Ah A — tt. ak & aw. © a. N 


A 


For the prayer o 


8 DIVINE and MORAL. 163 


CXVI. Duty of MASTERS and 
. "SERVANTS. 


8 the duty of maſters and ſervants is 
reciprocal, it behoveth them both to 
fill their ſtations with honour. Maſters 
ought to be juſt in performing thoſe condi- 
tions on which their ſervants were hired, 
and not too rigid in their commands, if 
they expe& from them fidelity and obedi- 
ence. Maſters are alſo bound, not only to 
ſhew a good example, but to inſtruct them 
in their duty, as well as gently to admoniſh 
and reprove when required. Public prayers 


ought to be regularly performed by every 


maſter of a family, at which, children 
and ſervants are to attend ; for, bam ſhould 
we expect a bleſſing on our endeavours, if 
we are ſo remiſs in puttin 7 up our petitions 
to the Almighty giver of all good things. 

Ms the humble pierceth the 
clouds, and will not turn away till the 
Higheſt regard it. This duty may be 
—— ridiculous to ſome, and unpleaſant 
to others, that have not been accuſtomed 


to it: but that will be no excuſe at a future 


day of reckoning. As ſoon then, as we ſee 


into our errors, that moment we ſhould 
1% Anh X 2 ſtrive : 
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ſtiive diligently to correct them. Servants 


mult be obedient to their maſters, whether 
they be courteous or froward, and ought to 
bear, with patience, their doe ion, by not 
anſwering again. They muſt be willing to 
learn whatever is neceſſary, and be faithful 
in their duty; not with eye-ſervice, but ſingle- 
neſs of heart: for the ſervant that dutifully 
honoureth his maſter, ſhall, in time to come, 


find love and obedience in bis own houſe- 


hold. For, it is a ſure maxim, that they are 
able to be the beſt maſters, who have been 
the molt obedient ſervants. 

Let him that commandeth, as well as him 


that ſerveth, be honeſtly minded, then they 


may reſt aſſured, that they will be rewarded 
by their heavenly maſter, 


CXVI. Keep thy HEART with all Dili 
gence, for out of it are the Iſſues of LIFE. 


HESE are the inſtructions of king So- 
lamon to his ſon: A precept worthy 
of the greateſt notice, which, if ſtrictly ad- 
hered to, would entirely baniſh all wicked 
thoughts out of our hearts; for, by indulg- 
ing — the grand decciver of mankind 


will 


Saks 
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will ſoon prompt them into action. This 
is the peculiar property of God's law which 
reacheth to the heart, whereas man's can 
only extend to words and actions; for, it 
is he only that is the ſcarcher of hearts: 
Therefore, be we never ſo innocent in our 


tongue and hands, if this purity of heart 


is wanting, we ſhall not be acquitted before 
him. 

Jeſus Chriſt, in his fermon on the mount, 
renews this precept, by telling us, That 
bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 
ſee God.“ Our great Apoſtle, alſo bids us 
abſtain from all appearance of evil, and 


ſtrictly charges us, that no corrupt commu- 


nications proceed out of our mouths; ſuch 
as bitterneſs, wrath, anger, clamour, evil- 
ſpeaking, and malice, productions that muſt 
be bred in the heart, before they c can be 
expreſſed with the tongue. 

Let, my children, this weighty precept 
ſink deep into our minds, for we are for- 
bidden to hate, as well as to hurt; and 
although we may not ſpeak evil of our 
neighbour, we are as ſtrictly commanded 
to wiſh-him no evil: And we are alſo com- 
manded not to conceive any luſt in our 
hearts, as ſtrictly as not to commit adulte- 
Ty: We —_ neither envy our neighbour's 

proſperit”, 
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proſperity, nor rejoice in his adverſity, nor 
wiſh to enjoy any part of his property un- 


lawfully; by thus Keeping our heart with 
ſtrict care and diligence, it will be ſo pure 


that we ſhall ſee God, by the merits of his 
bidet 80n⸗ or 


Cxvil. Va Man love ME, he «vill keep 
my Won, and my FATHER «will love 


ob and we will come unto him and make 
our abode —_ him. | 24345 


HESE. are the comfortable Ware 
that the bleſſed Jeſus recommended 
to his diſciples, the evening before he was 
going to ſuffer; yea, his whole diſcourſe 
centered in requeſting them to keep his 
commandments, and love one another, with 


this aſſured -promiſe, That his Father and 


him, would come unto them, and make: 
their abode with them. What proofs. of 
this have all good men experienced ſince 
the creation of the world, even to the pre- 
ſent times? Was not Noah ſaved from the 
general deluge, purely becauſe he put his 
truſt in God ? Did not God protect Job, 
till he ſuffered Satan to try his patience, but 
without 
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without effect, becauſe he ſtill kept his in- 
tegrity ? Was not Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego, delivered from the burning, fiery 
furnace, and Daniel from the den of lions, 
becauſe they put their truſt in him? What 
encouragement doth our great Apoſtle give 
to thoſe that keep God's commandments ? 
Who is he that will harm you, fays he, if 
ye be followers of that which is good? Yet 
it pleaſed the Supreme Being'that numbers 
ſuffered martyrdom, for the ſake of Chriſti- 
anity; which ſufferings give it a greater 
ſanction than all other profeſſed religions 
whatever; and no doubt but that God would 
ſend his holy ſpirit to ſtrengthen, and en- 
able them to bear up with chearfulneſs. 

Let us then love the Lord our God, with 
all our heart, mind, and ſtrength, and our 
neighbour as ourſelves; then he will be 


with us in all dangers, and will relieve us, 


if it ſeemeth meet to his godly wiſdom; if 
not, we muſt be content to ſuffer patiently, 
as it will add unto us a far greater weight 
of glory. | 


CXIX. 


— In ͤ ͤ aͤ— 
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cxix. He thet accuſeth another, muſt take 
care not to be guiliy of the ſame Fault him- 


felt- 


UR own culpability and compaſſion, 

are often a means of ſuffering the 
guilty to eſcape unpuniſhed. It was the only 
cauſe of reſcuing the Jewiſh woman takenin 
the very act of adultery, who was brought 
before Jeſus Chriſt, in order to have his ſen- 
timents on that atrocious offence; and his 
merciful principles knowing by what means 
ſhe would be releaſed, ordered him that 
was without ſin to caſt the firſt ſtone at her. 


For, by the law of Moſes, adulterers were to 


be ſtoned to death; on which account, ſhe 
was left unpuniſhed; becauſe, on a ſlight 
reflection, they all found themſelves guilty 
of ſome crime or other. This woman's 
pardon doth nat lefſen the puniſhment of 


this heinous offence: Tor whoremongers and 


adulterers God will judge. Neither ought. it 
to prevent magiſtrates putting in execution 
the laws of the land: For the ſtricter the laws 
of God and man are put in execution, the 
more religious and proſperous will any ſtate 
be. On inſpecting the downfal of the great- 
* empires, we find a dilatorineſs, of not 

only 
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only executing juſtice, but puniſhing vice. 
How ſeverely did the bleſſed Jeſus rebuke 
the Jewiſh rulers, for their great neglect of 
thoſe duties. 

As magiſtrates ought to be men of for- 
tune and good principles, ſo they would then 
not be intimidated in puniſhing offenders as 
the laws direct; for, they would ſeriouſly 
conſider ſo to temper juſtice and mercy, as 
would beſt ſuit the public weal. | 


> 0 * | 


CXX. Every Man ought to be more careful 
tao live well, than defirous to live long. 


AN is compared to a thing of nought, 
as his time paſſeth away like a ſha- 


dow. What then is life, that we ſhould 


defire it? Or, what part of it is it, that we 
thould wiſh to remain with us? It is evident 
from the fleetingneſs of pleaſure, that no 
man would wiſh to lead his life over again. 
Why, then are we fo anxious in making 


ſuch proviſions for this life, and ſo negli- 


gent for the next, which will never have an 
end ? Or, why ſhould we wiſh to have our 
days lengthened, when we make ſuch a bad 
uſe of the preſent time? Let us ſeriouſly 

| * reflect 


150 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


refle& then, on all our thoughtleſs hours ; 
and conſider how few we have truly num- 
bered. Why ſhould we want more years, 
to commit more follies ? 

Let this life be conſidered, only as it may 
conduce to the happineſs of the next. And 
as no man can attain perfection, let us re- 
queſt of God to teach us, ſo to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wiſdom; then we ſhall, not only, be deſir- 
ous of correcting our errors, but leading 
the remaining part of life to God's praiſe - 
and glory, and will be ready chearfully to 
ſacrifice the tranſient pleaſures of a few 
years, to the-never-fading joys of eternity. 


CXXI. The INNOCENT MAN niet 
before the Jupok, but the TRAITOR 
is diſcovered before he is ſuſpected. 


* RE is no greater damnation than 
| the doom of a man's conſcience; for 
though ſome people's conſcience may ſeem 
to be ſeared with an hot iron, yet at the 
point of death it is awakened, and driveth 
the miſerable ſoul to deſperation. But fre- 
quently a conſcience loaden with a3" 
25 | 5 
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of any glaring guilt, is its own judge, and 
its own accuſer. There can be no greater 
good than innocency; nor no worſe evil than 
a guilty conſcience. How compoſed were 
the bleſſed apoſtles and martyrs, before the 
greateſt potentates, and the moſt awful tri- 
bunals ? It was their innocency that prote&- 
ed them, becauſe it was built on divine rea- 
ſon; for, their Lord and Maſter commanded 
them, not to be afraid of him who had power 
to kill the body; but of HIM who had 
power to caſt both body and ſoul into hell. 
What comfortable words are theſe, and ſuch 
as theſe that ſupported all the prophets, to 
rebuke, even kings, when they had done 
amiſs: What effects have they had, and 
will have to the end of the world? 

Let then, innocency be our guard, and it | 
will protect us in all dangers, for it cannot | 
be taken away by torment z it is the moſt | 
profitable thing in the world, becauſe it 
maketh all other things profitable; for what 
ſignifies the riches and grandeur of this 
world, if innocency and contentment is 
wanting ; for the fear of death never trou- 
bleth the mind of an innocent man. 


Y 3 CXXII. 
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CXXI. He that loveth the WORLD hath 
inceſſant TRAVAIL ; but he that hateth 
it hath reſt... | in ory 24 


E that fixeth his mind wholly on this 

world, loſeth his foul ; but he that 
deſireth its ſafety, little or nothing regard- 
eth it. The delights of this world are ſo 
tranſient, that they are compared to bubbles 
in the water, which are ſoon raiſed, and ſud- 
denly laid. The world, the fleſh, and the 
devil, are our three greateſt enemies; there- 


fore, it behoveth us to guard ourſelves a- 


gainſt them, for except we will mortify our 
natural paſſions, we ſhall ſurely be overcome 
by them. How often did the blefled Son 
of God, warn his hearers not to ſet their 
affections on the things of this world, by 
telling them, That where their treaſure 1s, 
there will their hearts be alſo. How was 
the rich man in the goſpel mortified, when 
Jeſus Chriſt bid him go and ſell all that he 
had, and give to the poor, and come and 
follow him? It was becauſe he had great 
poſſeſſions ; which occaſioned the bleſſed 
Jeſus farther to ſay, That it was as poſlible 
for a camel to go through the eye of a 


needle, as for a rich man, (who was glued 
. 5 to 
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to his riches) to enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven. | 

It is evident then, what influence riches 
have upon piety, in two reſpe&s, laying a- 
ſide the many frauds, or tricks, that perhaps 
have been purſued in obtaining them. Fi, 
They occaſion an endleſs variety of cares 
and anxieties, which draw the affections a- 
way from God: And Secondly, They are 
offenſive to piety in the poſſeſſion ; becauſe, 
if they are hoarded, they never fail to beget 
covetouſneſs, which is the root of all evil; 
and, if they are enjoyed, they become ſtrong 
temptations to luxury, drunkenneſs, luſt, 
pride and idleneſs. Nevertheleſs, riches 
may be good, when he that poſſeſſeth them, 
knoweth how to uſe them. For as poverty is 
not meritorious, if it is not borne with pati- 
ence; ſo riches are not hurtful, unleſs they 
be abuſed. 


CXXIII. 
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CXXIII. The GizTs of ForTUNE are 
tranſitory, and tied to no Time, but the 
_ GieTs of NaTUuRE are permanent, and 
_ endure always. 


E that will live happily, muſt neither 
truſt to good fortune, nor ſubmit to 


bad; he muſt be prepared againſt all aſſaults. 


It is not our own which fortune hath given 
us, for we know not how ſoon ſhe may take 
it away. It frequently happens when for- 
tune has beſtowed large favours ſuddenly, 
the occupiers become ſo imprudent and un- 
overnable in their paſſions, that they vaniſh 
as ſuddenly from them. Nay, indeed, no 
man is ſo perfectly grounded in any dex * 
of eſtate, but that he may be ſubje 
chance and alteration of life. But the vifis 
of nature remain with us; which, if we ſuf- 
fer to be our guide, we ſhall never go aſtray ; 
for, ſhe friendly ſheweth us what is good, 


what ſhe ſeeketh and defireth; but vain 


man ſtoppeth his ears, and will not hear 
what ſhe counſelleth. It is our duty then, 
not to reject her advice, but obſerve it. Let 
us not ſuffer her to lie idle through floth, 
nor overwhelm her with intemperance, or 
brutiſh pleaſures. We muſt exert her, os 

/ only 
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only in God's praiſe and glory, but in being 
beneficial to our fellow. creatures, to the ut- 
moſt of our power. 

lt becometh us then, early to fortify our 
minds with courage and patience, that we 
may ſupport, with -a becoming reſolution, 
the allotted portion of human evils ; for a 
noble ſpirit difdaineth the malice of fortune; 
his greatneſs of ſoul is not to be caſt down, 
as he ſtrives, with all his. might, to keep his 
conſcience void of offence towards God, and 
towards men. | 


— ͤ ſ:ſww——ů— 


CXXIV. 0! that Men wonld praiſe the 
LORD for his GopDNess : and declare 
the WonDteRs that he doeth for the CHil.Ä 
DREN of MEN, 


HE Siren declare the glory of God, 

and the firmament ſheweth his handy 
work. The earth is full of his goodneſs, ſo 
is the great and wide fea alſo, wherein are 
things moving innumerable, both ſmall and 
great beaſts ; But how wonderfully hath he 
made man, the pride of his creation, and 
hath given him ſuperiority and command 
over all; he hath endowed him with _ 
taat 
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that he might not only contemplate his 
own frame, but adore, with reverence, his 
great and beneficent Creator. He hath 
made us free agents, and hath left gaod and 
evil to our choice, but not without ſubjoin- 
ing rewards and puniſhments; therefore, if 
we will not keep his commandments, we 
muſt expect to ſuffer for our tranſgreſſions; 
for his eye pierceth the ſecrets of our heart, 
and he is no reſpecter of perſons. 4 00 

Let us then ſet forth the glory of our 
Creator, not only in ſpeaking, but doing 
thoſe things that are agreeable unto him; 
and let us improve the talents committed 
to our charge; let us frequently put up 
our petitions to him, and thank him for 
our creation, as well as preſervation; but 
above all, for his ineſtimable benefit in ſend- 
ing his Son, not only to be the propitiation 
for our ſins, but for giving us a moſt ex- 
cellent code of rules, for our eafier and bet. 
ter attainment of everlaſting felicity. Let 
us then, with unanimity praiſe the Lord for 
his goodneſs, and declare the wonders that 
he hath done for the children of men; nay, 
let every thing that hath breath praiſe the 
Lord, for his name is excellent, and his 
praiſe above Heaven and earth. Amen, and 


amen. WIRES 2 
* 7 CXXV. 
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cxxv. Godlingf hath not only the Pro- 


miſe of ibis Life, but of that whioh is to 
come. 


WI the Iſraelites were going to 
poſſeſs the good land that God had 


releryed for them, we commanded Mofes 
ſtrictly to, charge them not to deviate from 
the precepts: that he had given them; with 
this farther obſervation; that if they would 
diligently hearken unto his words, and love 
che Lord their. God with all their heart, and 
with all their ſoul, he would ſend them rain 
in due ſeaſon ; that they might gather the 
fruits of the earth in perfection; that they 


might eat, and be full, and bleſs the Lord 


their God. From which time the Jews 


made it a general rule, to bleſs God at their 


meals. And good people, to this day, for- 
get not to perform that pious practice of an- 
tiquity handed don to them. 'Moreover, 
Moſes was Farther commanded to tell them, 
that if , thy. would but walk in the ways 
which the Lord their God required, they 


ſhould enjoy thoſe bleſſings; that itiſhould 
go well with them, and that he would pro- 


long their days in the land which they were 


3 paſſeſs. The royal pſalmiſt alſo 
2 obſerves, 
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moſt attention, * teach us to reſiſt the 
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obſerves, that he never ſaw the Righteous 
- forſaken, nor their ſeed begging | bread. 
And the grand rules of Chriſtianity farther 
inform us, that Godlineſs hath both the 
promiſe of this life, and of that which 1 is to 
come. | \ 


Leet us, my Children, love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our ſoul, 


and with all our might; let us keep his com- 
' mandments ; and do you diligently teach 
the ſame to your children. Then it will go 
well with you, and God will prolong your 
days here, and give you eternal bliſs here- 


after. | 


CX XVI. My SON, hear the Infirudion of 
. thy FATHER, and forſake not the LAW 


+: of thy MOTHER ; for they ſhall be an 


_ ORNAMENT of , Grack to 2 HEAD, 


and CHAINS about thy NECK. Hsm. 
XO Rs entice thee, 1 0 thou not. 


JPHESE are the inſtructions of king s Sole- 
non to his ſon, delivered in theſe and 
the following verſes ; which merit the ut- 


firſt 
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us firſt approaches to temptation, the only ſure 
d. method of being conquerors : For, if we 
er liſten to the firſt attack, tho? only with an 
he intention of yielding to a particular ſin, 
to which at firſt ſight appears to be of little 

conſequence, we are in the greateſt danger 
ur of being undone. One ſin paves the way to 
l, another, and when once we have begun, we 
n- ſhall not be able to know where we ſnall 
h end. Which occaſioned the royal Preacher- 
'O ſo often to reiterate this advice, knowing 
ir how readily ſimple youths are to be led 
- aſtray. We 


Hear then the Inſtructions of your Father, 
O my children! For they are intended for 
your good ; give ear to his admonitions, for 
they proceed from unfeigned love. Have 
not your parents watched for your welfare, 
and toiled for your eaſe ? Do honour there- 
fore to their age, and let not their grey. 
hairs be treated with irreverence; then your 
footſteps ſhall not ſtumble; for God hath 
promiſed to prolong the days of obedient 
children. For he that in youth, guideth his 
life by reaſon, ſhall in age find the ready 
faotpath from ruin. But ſhould you em- 
| brace the habit of vice and wickedneſs in 
youth ; you will have no regard' for virtue 
in old age. All my inſtructions are ſhort 
* Z 2 and 
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and eaſy, therefore ye may ſoomer read 
and the better retain them. Let them 
then, I repeat it again, be regarded; and 
your own children in reverence for your ex- 
ample, will repay your piety with filial love. 
But if you diſregard them, remember, that 
the eye of Omnipotence beholds all your 
actions, weighs them in the balance of juſt⸗ 
ice, and will exactly puniſh or raven ace 
cording to your works. 


— (248 


 chaften ; be . therefore and repent. ' 


T's: are the expreſſions of the Sort 


of God, after he was entered into his 
ory, ſpoken to his beloyed Apoſtle St. 
Jon, while under his baniſhment in the 
fland of Patmos, which he was ordered to 
ſend to the Church at Laodicea. In the 
preceeding verſes the Laodiceans are re- 
buked for their luke-warmneſs in the re- 
ligion lately delivered to them ;. becauſe 
they, truſted too much to their riches, 
which they eſteemed their cheif good, as if 
they. wanted nothing clſc. For which they 
were a and counſelled 1 
without 
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without money, the ineſtimable treaſures 
contained in the goſpel of Jusus Chaisr; 
which would not only convince them of 
their follies, but aſſiſt them in ſhaking off 
that dull lethargic temper, which had ſo 
long given the Son of God cauſe of com- 
plaint. And for their farther encourage- 
ment, he tells them, that he ſtands knocking 
at their doors, waiting for admittance into 
their hearts; and if any of them might hear 
his voice with a due regard, and open the 
door to their affectionate Sa vioug, how 
mean ſoe ver their circumſtances ſhould: be 
in life, and how faulty ſoever their charac- 
ters; he would enter into their houſe, and 
would treat them with the moſt indearing 
friendſhip/; accept the'tokens of their affec- 
tion, and give them the moſt ſolid e vi- 
dences of his own. | 
Loet then all of us that have cindraceik 
Chriſtianity, hear this grand matter of ge- 
ö neral inſtruction, and conſider whether we 
deſerve not the ſame chaſtiſement with the 
Laodiceans: Let us lay afide our luke- 
warmneſs, and not truſt roo much to earthly 
eur; for the time is not far off when 
che laſt feal ſhall be ſet upon the characters 
of men; and no more o ities will e. 
ver be granted, for reforming Mat has been 
done 


—— * + 
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done amiſs, and recovering the unrighteous 
and polluted ſoul td rectitude and purity. 
Therefore, let us be zealous in obeying the 
rules of his holy Goſpel, while it is called to 
day; for the hour. will ſuddenly come, 
when we ſhall be totally incapacitated. 


CXXVIII. Let us now fear the LORD our 
. GOD,wohogivethRain; both the Fox MER 
and the LATTER Ram, in his Seaſon: 
Hie reſerveth unto us the PAY Weeks 
— HARYEST. — 


ow thankful ought we to rw "ore 

God's great goodneſs towards us, 
who giveth us rain in its proper ſeaſon. 
The former rain after ſeed-time, to make it 
take root; the latter: rain before harveſt, to 
plump and fill the ears. 1s not this ſuffici- 
ent to let us ſee. clearly the providential care 
of God, as his eyes are over all his works? 
But Jet us conſider. how often theſe bleſſ. 
ings have been with-holden from nations 


who have been diſobedient to his com- 


mands; how frequently does the prophets 
exclaim agaigſt the Iſraelites for their rebel- 
lious principles; nay, he tells them, That 

for 


\ 
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for their diſobedience, the Lord will turn 
their plenty into ſcarcity, and their joy into 
mourning. For the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulneſs thereof, the world, and they 
bag dwell therein. 

Let theſe weighty expreflion ſorken by 
obey prophets to the Jewiſh people, ſink deep 
into our minds; for the Lord will puniſh all 
diſobedientnations, as it ſeemeth meet to him. 

He can ſend upon us curſing, vexation, and 
rebuke in all we ſet our hands unto. He can 
ſmite us with conſumption, and with a fe- 
ver, and with an inflammation, and extreme 
burning; with the burning ague, and with 
the ſword : For the Lord is God. - He kills 
and he makes alive, he wounds and he 
| heals : neither is there any that can deliver. 
out of his hands: He can ſend his rain upon 
one city, and not upon another: He can 
ſmite us with blaſting and with mildew; 
nay, though he give us a plentiful crop, he 
can deſtroy it, even in harveſt, by unſeaſon- 
able weather. O that we were wiſe! that 
we would duly weigh and conſider the 
dealings of God towards us, that we might 

' happily prevent thoſe evils, and that we 

would conſider our latter end. For the 
harveſt is an emblem of the end of the 
world. The wheat ſhall be gathered into 
God's 
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God's barn; but the tares ſhall be burned 
in the fire: 8o hall it be in the end of the 
world. The Son of man ſhall ſend forth 
his angels, and they ſhall gather out of chis 
kingdom, all things that offend, and them 


who do iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into a 


futnace of fire; there ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth. Then ſhall the righteous 
ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of 
their father. He that hath cars to hear, let 
him hear » | 


7 


XXIX. If ye love ME, keep ny CommanD- 


MENTS; For when.ye ſhall have done all 
that it commanded, ſay, We are u 
alle SERVANTS, for: we haue only 
that which 4vas:0ur DUTY. 


ET, my. children, theſe . the 
IL. bleed Son of God, fink deep inte 
our hearts. In this happy conſtitution of 


e 


ours, we have liberty to ſerve + God, as e 
pleaſe, the Bible may be in everybody's 
houſe, and. the word of God, is preached in 
All., congręgations. If we will be carelsſs 
ſervants, 
and will nd,, at all times, be. ready to pen 

the 
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the door to dur, affectionate maſter, at what- 
ever watch of the night he knocketh, we 
ſnall be condemned as ſuch, and undoubt- 
edly muſt be beaten with many ſtripes; 
becauſe we knew his will, but neglected to 
do it. He farther informs us, that the ſer- 
vant which knew not his Lord's will, and 
did commit things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall 
be beaten with few ſtripes: For, unto 
whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall 
much be required. Let us then take par- 
ticular care, how we lead our lives. Let 
us diligently obſerve our Saviour's com- 
mands; and, let us not forget to attend both 
public and private prayers with the utmoſt 
devotion. For prayer is the key of Heaven; 
it is that by which we can pour out all our 
wants to God, as to a molt loving father, 
with a confidence that he will ſupply them, 
as ſeemeth meet to his divine wiſdom : For, 
the ſcripture informs us, That where two 
or three are gathered together in his name, 
there will he be in the midſt of them; and 
that the effectual, fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man, availeth much. What examples 


of godlineſs have many Heathens ſhe wn us, 


who had not the knowledge of the ſcriptures. 
One of them cries out to his friends, when 
he had ſpent a day without doing good; 
8 Aa „ Woe 


186 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


O, woe is me, I have lot a day And another 
ſays, That he was not wortby the name of a 
man, when he had ſpent a whole day in world- 
ly pleaſures, Now, how many days, nay, 
even months, and years do ſome Chriſtians 
ſpend in worldly pleaſures, 1 wiſh it be not 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah at 
the day of judgment, than for them. 

Let me requeſt you to attend the public 
worſhip of God every Sabbath day, with the 
utmoſt reverence and devotion, as com- 
manded by the canons and rubrics of the 
church. There you are taught when to 
kneel, when to ſtand up, when, and what to 
anſwer, that you may not be guilty of any 
diſorder, or indecency ; but may worſhip 
God with your body, as well as with your 
ſpirit, which are bis. And take care, that 

ou be in the church before ſervice begins; 

r, how can ye confeſs your manifold fins 
and wickedneſs to God; or render thanks 
for the great benefits received at his hands, 
when you are not preſent to hear that pious 
exhortation, nor to join in the general con- 
feſſion? The ancient apoſtolical conſtitu- 
tions, ordered a deacon to obſerve that the 
people ſhould not whiſper, nod, laugh, or 

ſe in time of divine ſervice, becauſe every 
one in the congregation ought to behave 
| | himſelf 
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himſelf with attention and watchſulneſs, and 
lend a diligent ear to the word of God. 
Conſider that ye are in God's houſe, ud 
addreſſing yourſelves to the Supreme Go- 
vernor of Heaven and earth. Were ye to 
preſent a petition to your prince for ſome 
civil advantage relating to your temporal 
inheritance, or to ſue out a pardon for ſome 
capital crime againſt his majeſty; would ye 
do it with an unconcerned negligence ? Or 
rather, would ye not approach him with awe 
and humility ? How much more then, when 
ye are addreſſing the King of kings for ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings, and putting up a petition 
to the God of your life? God wants no vain 
oblations, nor ſham pretenſions offered to 
him; if you then think it fit and reaſonable 
to kneel before your pfince for temporal 
life, is it not highly neceſſary to kneel be- 
fore the Lord your God for the welfare of 
your bodies, and the ſalvation of your ſouls? 
Let me allo requeſt, that family prayers 
be performed every morning and evening, 
with the ſame ſacred devotion ; for, it ye 
are dilatory in the performance of thoſe du- 
ties, how can ye expect, but to be beaten 
with many ſtripes, at the final day of retri- 


bution, when ye do not think it neceſſary 


to ſeek God while he may be found, nor to 
Aa 2 | call 
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call upon him when he is near: For now is 


the accepted time, and now is the day of ſal- 


vation. Remember then, that the ſhort 
time we enjoy in this world, is all we have 
given us, in which, to provide for eternity. 
Therefore, let me ſeriouſly entreat you, not 
to throw it away careleſsly, as if ye had no 
God to ſerve, nor ſoul to ſave, Take care, 
leſt it be ſaid of you, as it was of Jezcbel; 
* I gave her ſpace to repent, but ſhe re- 
pented not.“ Be ye therefore ready, for 
the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye 
think not. Let then every day be ſpent, 
as if it were your laſt, for the beſt of men 
muſt ſay, that they are unprofitable ſervants; 
for no man hath done his duty as he ought, 


CXXX. The contempt of Pleaſure, is a cer- 
tain Preparatory for the contempt of Pain. 


As pleaſure and pain conſtantly ſucceed 
each other, to the natural knowledge 


and experience of all degrees or ſtations of 


life, it becomes us then, never to be too 
much elated with the one, nor dejected with 
the other. If pleaſure be our chief delight, 
we ſhall not be prepared to endure N 
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when it approacheth. Thc patient man 
does not only bear up under his own for- 
rows and afflictions, but will chearfully aud 
readily comfort and aſſiſt his fellow-crea- 
tures under theirs. He compareth pleafure 
to a dream, as it vaniſheth like a ſhadow. 
He has rightly, and juſtly proportioned the 
one with the other; for, he ſays, Why 
ſhould we not ſubmit with a becoming re- 
ſignation to our condition, as we cannot ex- 
pect an exemption. from what we were born 
unto. 

Let us then take the patient man's advice, 


and not addict ourſelves to the pleaſures of 


this world, any farther than to create chear- 
ful and innocent amuſements ; then we ſhall 
be prepared to meet anxiety and pain with 
a true Chriſtian fortitude, and ſhall readily 
conclude with our great apoſtle, that we know 
how to be full, and to be hungry, both to 
abound, and to ſuffer need; for we can do 
all things through Chriſt, which ſtrengthen- 
eth us. Then we ſhall know'that our con- 
tempt of pleaſure, hath throughly prepared 
us for the contempt of pain. For all the 
1naxims, and leſſons of inſtruction, left upon 
record by Heathen authors, (tho* many of 
them noble) are not to be compared to the 
rules of Chriſtianity, * 


CXXXI. 
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CXXX1, On the Cauſe . Fear f Pears, 
| and its Remedy. 


S there is nothing more certain than 
death, nor any thing more uncertain 
than the time, or manner of its approach; 
we ought to lead ſuch a life; as would make 
our Deliverer welcome at any period. For 
no man dieth more willingly, than he that 
hath lived moſt honeſtly. The natural prin- 


ciple of ſelf· preſervation, begets in all men, 


a natural fear of death; but this is greatly 


encreaſed by an over-fondnefs for the de- 


lights of this world; and till farther en- 
creaſed by a ſenſe of guilt, and fear of pu- 
niſhment in the next. It is this principle 
that makes us ſubſervient to the laws of 


man, as well as the laws of God: And, if 


we'would but judge properly of the petiod, 
and uſes of human life, the obſervance 
thereof, would cure our vicious paſſions, ſo 
that we ſhouldineither dread death, nor de- 
fire life. It is the ſtratagems of our great 
deceiver, and our own corrupted natures, 
that prevent us from thinking of death, or 


making any proviſion for it, becauſe we are 


ſo attached to the pleaſures of this world, 
from 1 we are loth to depart. 


Let 
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Let us then obſerve, that the longeſt life 
is not the happieſt, except it is ſpent in doing 
good; he that would wiſh to die godly, 
muſt let his vices die before him; for what 
certainty may be expected from a death-bed 
repentance, when perhaps we may be cut 
off in a moment, even before we have had 
time to put up any petition to God, How 
frequent are ſudden deaths? Let us then 
not yield our members, ſervants to unclean- 
neſs, and iniquity unto iniquity ; but let us 
yield our members, ſervants to righteouſ- 
neſs, unto holineſs; that being made free 
from ſin, and becoming the ſervants of God, 
we may have our fruit unto holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting life. 


cxxx Il. When we go 10 Bed, our Minds 
. ought 10 be entirely ſree from Paſſion, and 
our Bodies clear of the leaſt Intemperance. 


A no day ought to be ſpent without 
| ſome remembrance how we have be- 
ſtowed our time, fo we ought never to com- 
poſe ourſelves to reſt, till we have acknow- 
ledged to God, the nus-ſpent hours of the 
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he hath not ſome cauſe of ſorrow. More- 
over. how diſturbed muſt be the ſleep of a 
contentious mind ? Or, how dare we go to 
reſt with any diabolical principles in our 
hearts, when we are uncertain but our beds 
may be our graves? For, how can we face 
our' God with malice in' our hearts, or in 
any ſin unrepented of? In our ſelf-exami- 
nations, we ought ſeriouſly to confider, how 
to make the moſt of human life, and what 
ſteps to purſue for the attainment of ever- 
laſting felicity : Theſe conſiderations would 
ſo check our follies, that they would make 
us more careful of treading in the paths of 
virtue; and as careful to aſk pardon of God, 
when we deviated from them. This grand' 
rule of ſelf. examination, every evening be- 
fore we go to ſleep, would ſo compoſe our 
minds, that no reſtleſs imaginations would 
diſturb our night's repoſe ; for, he that per- 

execs himſelf with any unreſtrained paſſions 
m the courſe of the day, will be equally as 
much perplexed by the viſions of the night: 
For our minds will be conſtantly employed 
in either doing good or evil. * 
Let us, Chriſtians, not be aſhamed to ob- 
ſerve the rule that a Heathen philoſopher 
taught his ſcholars, which was to ſum up, 
_ every evening, the actions of the day; * 
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if the good actions over. balanced the bad, 
to rejoice and improve them; but, if the 
bad over-· balanced the good, to he ſorry and 
amend them: For, if we do not govern our 
paſſions, we may be ſure our paſſions will 
govern us. | | (m3 


N. 


CxxxXIII. 4 great FauLT in talking of 
 APPARITIONS or GHOSTS before 
-* | CHILDREN, + is 


AIRY Tales, and Apparitions, are not 
F ; only made a practice in converſation, 
to the great terror of youth, but too much 
beheved by the credulous and unthinking 
part of mankind. 'Theſe ghoſtly apprehen- 
ſions are never ſeen but in the night, be- 
cauſe our ſight, as well as fears, are too 
weak to diſcern the fallacy. Would every 


perſon be bold enough, carefully to examine 


the cauſe of his fear, he would ſoon find it 
proceed from nothing but an imagin 


ſpectacle. Moreover, does not the ſame God 


govern the night as well as the day; and 
who is he that will harm us, if we be fol 
lowers. of that which is good. Let, I do 
not. take upon me " — in what * 
2 the 
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the Supreme Being hath, or may reveal his 
will to mortals. But, in order to remove 
our fears a little on ſuch weak and timid 
paſſions, I ſhall beg leave to lay before my 
readers, an inſtance, where a terrible Dæ- 
mon, or night-diſturber, was apprehended. 
In a village nigh Penrith, the inhabitants of 
a certain houſe, were terrified almoſt to 
death, by an apparition appearing in the 
dead of the night, with ſuch hideous howls, 
and rattling of chains, that they were de- 
termined to leave the houſe. But, by a cer- 
tain perſon making application, that he 
would conjure the demon, and deliver 
them from their fears, for a certain ſum 
of money, the cheat was diſcovered. The 
ſtory was told to a friend, and he know- 
ing the character of the conjurer, ſoon re- 
moved their fears himſelf without any fee. 
Accordingly, their friend, the honeſt con- 
juror, attends the night following, with a 
ſtout maſtiff dog, and a gun, when, about 
the middle of the night, the terrible appari- 
tion appears; but the real conjuror being 
a man of ſpirit, opened the doors, and let 
looſe his maſtiff dog, which would have de- 
voured the Dæmon, (who proved to be the 
falſe conjuror) in ſpite of all his rattling 
chains, and howlings, and ſent him to his 
955 = infernal 
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infernal abode, if he had not been reſcued 
by the honeſt conjuror, without any ſpells, 
invocations, or farther puniſhment, than 
bidding him go home and dreſs his wounds 
received in the dæmonical conflict, and re- 
pent of his follies. | 

Let us pull the old woman out of our 
hearts, and let thoſe notions imbibed in 
youth, or in the dead of the night, when 
our fears will not ſuffer us to clear up the 
point, be baniſhed totally out of the breaſt 
of every well thinking perſon; for, on real 
diſcovery, they prove only to be the weak 
ideas of an effeminate and timorous mind. 


—ͤ V—ü— 


CXXXIV. Family UNd HA Ixess prevented, 
and Domeſtic HApPIN ESS recommended. 


"PHE many diſagreements in families, are 

often owing to the diſſipated pleaſures 
purſued in youth; or by matches made up, 
purely for lucrative views. When matri- 
mony is taken in hand, each party ſhould 
ſeriouſly reſolve, not to purſue any extrava- 
gancy in dreſs, diet, or recreations, beyond 
their abilities; but ſhould conſider, that 
their ſole happineſs muſt conſiſt in their una- 


nimity and tender affection for each other; 


B b 2 they 
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they mult alſo be equally defirous to purſue 
the delightful ſweets of domeſtic happineſs ; 
ele, how can they have the proper inſpec- 
tion, or correction of their children; for, 
who can they intruſt to do that duty for 


them, or how will they be accountable to 


God for their neglect of that duty. Whenever 
diſcontent ariſes at home, gadding abroad 
is not the method to cure it. Our natural 
il temper, ſtupidity, acquired ill habits, 
and our negle& of the common rules of 
diſcretion muſt be curbed, before domeſtic 
happineſs can be reſtored. 
Let us then ſuffer diſcretion, virtue and 
zd natufe, accompanied with an even- 
neſs of temper, to be our ſteady compani- 
ons; then they will ſo ſettle our minds, and 
ſabdue op paſſions, that we ſhall not be 


diſcompoſed, neither by a vixen nor a ter- 


magant. >" Bocrates, and Marcus Aurelius, 
for all their acquired philoſophy, were both 


unfortunately matched to as great ſhrews 


as poſſible; yet none were deemed better 
huſbands. Would the married couple but 
read over the rules for huſbands and wives, 
laid down by our great apoſtle, to the Ephe- 


fans, they would be informed of their duty, 
in a clearer light than ever any Heathen 


philoſopher had the A of * 
et, 
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Yet, we cannot but extol thoſe great and 


good men, who had ſuch command of their 


paſſions in ſuch unenlightened ages. 


CXXXV. CLEANLINESS, a great 
BLESSING. - 


LEANLINESS in all our actions is an 
excellent preſervative of health, for 
cutaneous diſorders, chiefly ariſe from want 
of it. Putrid and malignant fevers, are moſt 
frequent in narrow and dirty ſtreets, and 
by wearing dirty clothes and linen. Ma- 
giltrates in great towns, ought to be active 
in ſeeing that all nuiſances be removed, 
both for health's ſake, and decency. . How 
commendable is it to ſee clean fleets, as 
well as clean houſes; and, how hard is it to 
ſee cleanly people affected by the naſtineſs 
of their neighbours. In all hot countries, 
the warmth of the climate occaſions clean- 
lineſs to be ſtrictly regarded; as perſpiration 
renders frequent change of apparel neceſfa- 
ry. How came it, that not only the Jews, 
but the Mahometans at preſent, make clean- 
lineſs a part of their religion ? The former 
were commanded by God, but the latter. 
are not reſtrained on that account, ſave that 
they 
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they find it ſo beneficial for their health 


as there is ſcarce a garden belonging to any 


man of decency, which hath not a bathing 
place in it. Moreover, cleanlineſs is a 
ſteadier preſerver of love, than beauty; as 


the latter leaveth us when age approacheth, 
but' the former will accompany us to our 
graves; the one promotes it, the other pre- 


ſerves it ; for beauty is ſuch a fading good, 
that it can ſcarce be poſſeſſed before it is 
„ 3 
Jleanlineſs then, being ſo beneficial to 


the health of the body, it muſt be as bene- 


ficial to the health of the mind; for their 
affinitive connection requires ſuch a regula- 
rity of actions, that the one cannot be happy 


without the other. 
l - 38" 
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CXXXVI. 71 we pitch upon that Courſe of 
LIFE that is excellent, Cuſtom will render 
© it the moſt delightful. | . 


HE royal Preacher requeſts all parents 
to bring up their children in the paths 
of godlineſs in youth, then when they are 
old they will not depart from it. No doubt, 
but a great many parents think that they 
ds woes Jef: $92 | do 
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do their duty, according to the beſt of their 
knowledge and abilities; yet, when done, 
the temptations of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, are ſuch powerful advocates of 
delight and pleaſure to our ſenſual intellects, 
that we are frequently enſnared by them. 
So ſoon then, as our minds are capable of 
thoſe enjoyments, we ought. carefully to 
notice what paſſion we are moſt prone to, 
and ſtrive (if it tend in any ſhape to our 
hurt) to guard more ſtrongly againſt it ; for 
if we ſuffer it to ſteal, never ſo flowly, or 
1mperceptibly upon us, it will by repetition, 
increaſe and be made habitual : Then cuſ- 


tom will become a ſecond nature, and it will 


hardly be. poſſible to eradicate it. How 
clearly is it ſeen, even in ſimple amuſe- 
ments; for you might ſooner take the pea- 
ſant's breakfaſt from him, than deprive him 
of his quid, or pipe of tobacco. 
As all reaſonable amuſements may be en- 
joyed; let them be embraced on no other 
terms, than the laws of God require, or our 
abilities will afford; then, our uſing the 
good things of this life, in ſuch a manner as 
we do not abuſe ourſelves thereby, will cre- 
ate in our minds ſuch a ſerenity of temper, 
as may be ſaid to enjoy happineſs here. For, 
how can. we expect to enjoy a bliſsful ſtate 
140 ä in 
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in the next world, when we have not the 
leaſt inclination to:do the will of God in this. 


| em On the Folly f ereating il, 96 


CREATUREs that GO 


 neficial to us. 


HE horſe, is not oy, the moſt noble, 
but the moſt uſeful animal in the 
whole creation, yet no creature is uſed fo 
ill. Proud man is not content with his 
beautiful frame, pronounced by his Creator 
to be good; but muſt amend his imper- 
feQions, by ſometimes cropping his ears, 
and frequently his tail ; and when he hath 
done all our drudgery and ſlavery, by which 


hath made fo be- 


wie have ſhortened his days, his carcaſe muſt 


not be buried, but ſuffered to rot above 
ground, though he be never ſo offenſive to 
the neighbourhood. What can we call it, 


but a cruelty of temper ? That occaſions ſo 


many cock-fights, and bull-beats; ſtrange 

to tell! that more innocent pleaſures cannot 
be adopted: A Mahometan would ſhudder 
at ſuch ſights: May it not be conjectured, 
that ſuch people would as quickly run to ſee 
a duel fought with — piſtol. Would 


our 
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our nobility (who ought to encourage acti- 


vity in the Britiſh youth) take but as much 


delight in ſeeing a foot race, or a leaping 
match, as they do in a boxing match, it 
would be a means of bringing the Iſthmian 


games into practice, allowed to be noble 


diverſions amongſt the ancient Greeks. In- 
ſtead of ſuch feats of activity, we are gene- 
rally captivated with ſome frivolous amuſe- 
ments; readfer to lay out a few ſhillings, 
on the ſight of a puppet ſhow, or a few Led- 
gerdemain tricks performed, than we would 


be in parting with half the ſum for a good 


book or two, an object of charity, or in pro- 
moting ſome more commendable recreati- 
preg. Pager e . 


Let us not then tyrannize over any part 


of the creation, for we muſt be accountable 
for the ill uſe of our dominion thereof; but 
conſider, that even a ſparrow, (ſo inſignifi- 
cant a bird as we may think it) does et 
fall to the ground, but by the permiſſion of 
God; for the righteous man regardeth the 
life of his beaſt ; but the tender mercies of 

the wicked are cruel. 
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CoMMANDMENTS : For this is the whole 
- DurTy of Max. For GOD. H bring 
every Worx into JUDGMENT, with every 
- ir Thing, whether it w Good, or ue 
ber it be Evil. 


AHESE are the expreſſions of the ro wa 
Preacher, after he had 3 


all the pleaſures and follies of this life. He 
Found that there is no real ſatisfaction 


here, where all things, are not only attend- 
ed with care and trouble, but uncertain and 
periſhing alſo ; He therefore concludes his 
ke, by telling us, that all is vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit ; and recommends us 


to fear God, and keep his commandments; 


for that is the only ſolid happineſs of man. 


| And, in order to make the impreſſion deep- 


er on our minds, he informs us, that the 
great Judge of the univerſe, will one day 
call us to account for whatever we ſhall do, 


during our reſidence in this vale of miſery ; 


and paſs an impartial ſentence, on both our 


ſecret and open actions: for nothing can 


hide our works from his All-ſceing eye, nor 
ſhall any, not even the moſt minute, be for- 


gotten. But with this remarkable diffe- 
rence, 
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rence, that the godly {hall be rewarded with 
eternal happineſs, and the wicked with e- 
Wann miſery. 

Let us then, in order to attain true and 
aſting happineſs, put our whole truſt in 


God, obey all his precepts, and never ſuffer 


our feet to wander from the paths of virtue 
and religion; then we ſhall not only defy 
the malicious attempts of wicked men, af: 
filted by all the powers of darkneſs; but we 
ſhall be ready to welcome the king of ter- 
rors whenever he approacheth our habita- 
tions; becauſe we are well aſſured, that the 
fleeting miſeries of this life, will work for 


us, a far more Exceeding __ eternal wei icht 


of glory. 


— —v— — 


— 


CXXXIX. All things come alike to all; there 
is one Event to the RicHTEoOus Hl to the 


MIE wiſeſt of men informs us, has 
there is no certain. diſtinction made 
between one man and another, in the diſ- 
tribution of things in this world; but they 
all have the ſame fate, eſpecially i in public 
calamities: The righteous periſh in battle, 
F Ces as 
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as well as the wicked ; the juſt and pure die 


in a peſtilence, as well as the unjuſt and de- 
praved: Thoſe that worſhip God in ſince- 
rity and truth, ſuffer by ſtorms, {ſhipwrecks 


and inundations, as well as hypocrites. 
And, on the contrary, a ſwearer or perjur- 


ed wretch,. proſpers as much as he who 


dreads the awful name of his Maker, and 


dares not raſhly, nor. falſely, take it into his 


mouth. Let, it ſometimes happens, that 


when a blaſphemer makes glaringly free 
| with God's prerogative, and even dares him 
to puniſh, that examples þave been made, 


even in this life. But the New Teſtament 


clears up this point more perfectly, by tel- 
8 ling us, that the wheat and the tares muſt 
grow together till the harveſt, and then a 
ſeparation will be made. and every man re- 
warded according to his works. FB 
Seeing then, that the common contingen- 
cies- of this life happen promiſcuouſly, as 
well to the godly, as to the wicked; what 


great reaſon have we to bleſs God for his 


unexampled goodneſs and mercy extended 
to wicked men, by giving them ſuch great 


rtunities for repentance : For he faith, 
That he hath no. delight in the death of a ſin- 


ner, but rather that he ſhould turn from his 


wickedneſs and live ; therefore, when a fu- 


ture 
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ture day of r they can have 


no cloak for their fins, but muſt reſt ſatis- 


fied with the doom that their own wicked, 
and abandoned 3 _ * 
them to. 


— — —_ 


cxlI. GOD EE? Max . but 2 
have ſought out many Inventions, 


T is without a doubt, that as God made 
all other things very good i in their ſeve- 

ral kinds, that he created man in perfect in- 
egrity, gave him a clear underſtanding to 


judge ſolidly, and with an honeſt will inclin- 
ed to follow his judgment; preſeribipg to 


kim, no other rule of life than what was juſt 
and good. But he, through a defire of be. 
ing greater than the Almighty intended him, 


and of enjoying more liberty than his 


Maker allowed him, raiſed difficulties and 


doubts with regard to his duty; ; racking his 


mind to invent methods of eluding it; and 
depraved his nature by following his own 
opinions, and falſe reaſonings, rather than 
the will of his beneficent Creator. What 
excuſes do not wicked men make for the 
follies they commit? Do they not even 

wreſt, 
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wreſt, miſinterpret, and trample under their 
feet the ſacred writings, for the better gra- ä 
tification of their fooliſn paſſions? And no 
doubt, but the grand deceiver of mankind 
is not idle in aſſiſting therein. A proof of 
which, is clearly demonſtrated in Simon Ma- 
gus, wanting to purchaſe the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt for money; but being bete 
and rejected by the apoſtles, he, inſtead of 
repenting of his wicked and inormous at- 
tempt, turned apoſtate, and became the firſt 
broacher of ſeveral abominable hereſies. 
What extremes of folly and wickedneſs 
have not evil men, in all ages, been guilty 
of? What converts have they not made, to 
embrace their erroneous and injurious doc- 
trines, -purely for the ſake of gratifying ſuch 
paſſions as the ſacred laws of God forbid ? 
It is nothing but our debauched principles, 
that occaſion us to commit ſuch irregulari- 
ties. Do we think that God endowed us 
with reaſon for no other purpoſe, but to 
gratify our wicked inclinations? _ q 
O ſhameful man! Let the wonders of thy 
frame, and the powers of thy mind, teach 
thee to ſet bounds to thy actions; to fear 
thy Creator with awe, and rejoice before 
him with reverence. | | 
oo onda Finn CXLI. 
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CXLI. I is better to go to the Houss. of 
_ MovURNING, than to the Housz of FRAST- 
ING; as Sorrow is better than Laughter ; 
for by the ſadneſs of the Countenance the 
Heart is made better. 1 


TJ ING Solomon, by theſe expreſſions, 

does not mean to exclude us. from 
chearfully enjoying the product of our la- 
bour ; but recommends us to rejoice, and 
to do good in our life: Yet he well knew, 
that nothing ſtimulates us more powerfully 
to a religious courſe, than a frequent re- 
membrance of our own mortality ; and 
therefore, he adviſes that we ought to em- 
brace all occaſions of viſiting places, or ob- 


jects, that remind us of the ſhortneſs of 


human life: And, he alſo knew, that going 
to the houſe of feaſting, is the only means 
of baniſhing ſuch thoughts totally out of 
our minds. For, it was cuſtomary amon 
the kindred of the eaſtern nations, to feaſt 
and be merry one with another, which oc- 
caſioned holy Job to offer up ſacrifices for 
his children, fearing they had offended God 
in their mirth, when at their feaſts. Are 
not the ſame cuſtoms, not only kept up, but 
encreaſed in our days; do not we find at 
moſt 


g 
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moſt of our public meetings, or feaſtin 
too much drunkenneſs prevail, which fre- 
ntly occaſions diſcord, and quarrelling 
one with another. Therefore, we may well 
conclude with the wife Preacher, That it is 
better to go into the houſe of mourning, 
than into the hauſe of feaſting ; for what 
edification can be received amongſt thoſe 
men who delight ſo much in intoxication. 


Seeing then, that the ſcriptures were 


written for our admonition and inſtruction, 
it is our duty to embrace every opportunity 
of putting them in practice; for all the care 
and vigilance that our frail nature is capable 
of performing, is ſtill ſhort of our requir- 
ed duty; yet; if we do but ſtrive to im- 
prove it, and do not knowingly, nor wil- 
ly neglect it, God, no doubt, will accept 
our beſt endeavours. 5 | 


III. 
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CXLI. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy 
Voice like a Trumpet, and ſbeu my People 

their Trans Zreſions, and tbe Hovs: w_ 
' of ISRAEL abel Sins. 


Alx the — 4 ſent to the Iaclites, 
were ordered by God, not to be ſpar- 
ing in exhorting, as well as rebuking his 
people for their flagrant fins. They were 
to be no reſpecter of perſons, but were to 


inform their kings, their rulers, and their 
prieſts as well as the people, the error of their 
ways. How does the prophet 1/aiah rebuke 
the governors, both of church and ſtate, in 


his days ? The watchmen are blind, fays he, 
they are all ignorant, they are all dumb 


dogs, they cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, 


loving to ſlumber. Yea, they are greedy 
dogs, which can never have enough, and 
they are ſhepherds that cannot underſtand : 

They all look to their own way, every one 
for his gain from his quarter. Come ye, 
ſay they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill 
ourſelves with ſtrong drink, and to-morrow 
ſhall be-as this day, and much more abun- 


dant. How bold is the prophet Feremiah 


in rebuking, when he tells them, that they 


are every one given to covetouſneſs; from 
D d the 
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the prophet, even to the prieſt, every one 
dealcth falſely. What a ſerious charge doth 
God give the prophet Ezekiel in doing his 
duty; yea, he telleth him, that if he warn- 
eth not the wicked from his wicked way, to 
fave his lite, the fame wicked man ſhall die 
in his iniquity, but his blood ſhall be requir- 
ed at his hand. How ſtrenuouſly doth he 


rebuke thoſe paſtors who were negligent | 


of their duty. Wo be to the ſhepherds of 
Hrael, ſays he, that do feed themſelves : 
Should not the ſhepherds feed the flocks ? 
Thus faith the Lord God; Behold, I am a- 
gainſt the ſhepherds, and I will require my 
flock at their hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe 
from feeding my flock; neither ſhall' the 
| ſhepherds feed themſelves any more; for I 
will deliver my flock from their mouth, 

that they may not be meat for them. How 
doth the prophet Hoſea rebuke the prieſts 
in his days: God's people are deſtroyed, 

fays he, for lack of knowledge; becauſe 
thou haſt rejected knowledge, faith God, I 
will alſo reject thee, that thou ſhalt be no 
prieſt to me: ſeeing thou haſt forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy chil- 
dren. What faith che prophet Micah to the 


rulers and prieſts in his days? The heads of 


the * ſays he, judge for reward, 1 
k 


” * - 
: : * 
4 _ ” Y a i... ad wittc.ciaqa Aa. 1 —— _— XA www 1 — done ds ata © a +4 _—_ ud —— s a —y 


 _———__ CT mT ” RP TDA SFFx=X. % 


hs. 


a a=. 


wm 


"4 CI" Mm. WO %Y 


„ Frog 


DIVINE A MORAL, 27 


the prieſts thereof teach for hire; that is, 


they were not content with the revenue that 
the law allowed them, but made a corrupt 
gain of their office, and fold their inſtructi- 
ons for money. What ſaith the prophet 
Malachi unto the prieſts in his days? If ye 


will not hear, ſays he, and if ye will not lay 


it to heart, to give glory unto my name, ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts, I will even ſend a curſe 
upon you, and | will curſe your bleſſings; 


yea, I have curſed them already, becauſe ye 


do not lay it to heart. Now, as the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel are our ſhepherds and 
leaders (a facred and honourable employ- 
ment indeed) they ought not to be afraid of 


exhorting, or rebuking, either publicly or 


privately, as ſeemeth to them molt likely to 
reform notorious offenders. For St. Paul 


tells the Romans, that he is not aſhamed of 


the goſpel of Chriſt, He alſo tells the Co- 
rinthians, that though he preach the goſpel, 
he hath nothing to glory of; for neceſſity 


is laid upon him; yea, wo is him, if he 


preach not the goſpei. He alſo charges 


Timothy to be an example of the believers, 


in word, in converſation, in cbarity, in ſpt- 
rit, in faith, in purity. Preach the word, 
ſays he, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long · ſuffer- 
| Dd 2 ing 
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ing and doctrine. Take heed unto thyſelf 
and doctrine, ſo ſhalt thou both ſlave thy (cif, 
and thoſe that hear thee. 

Would thoſe parents who ine! to bring 
up their children to the prieſthood, conſider 
the great truſt that is to be repoſed in them? 
And would thoſe, who take that holy garb 

upon them, conſider as ſeriouſſy, the dignity 
of their office, and the promiſe they make 
when they are ordained deacon ? The care 
of their illiterate flock would ſo ſeriouſly 
ſtrike their underſtandings, that it would 
greatly mortify them, to ſee their brethren 
purſuing ſuch flagrant practices as ſome are 
guilty of, and excite them to exert them- 
ſelves in order to reform them. If every 
miniſter would ſtrive to preach with energy, 
and pray with fervency ; how greatly muſt 
it affect his congregation, when they ſee 
him ſo intent to perform his duty? What 
a joyful ſentence muſt ſuch a ininiſter hear 
from his Lord and Maſter, on the final day 
of retribution ? - Come, thou faithful ſervant, 
thou haſt been faithf' ul in declaring my goſpel, 
and promoting my cauſe ; come, enter 0 in- 
to the joy of 1 Lord. 


CXLIIII. 
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CXLUL. 4 great Folly in apeing our Supe- 
riors, either in Dreſs, Diet, Actions, or 
; Amuſements. | . | 


T FOW cuſtomary is it for people in ge- 

neral, to imitate their ſuperiors in all 
actions of life, when they are ſenſible the 
purſuit muſt lead them to utter ruin and 
beggary. A nobleman ſometimes throws 
away thouſands of pounds at a horſe race, 
or a, gaming table. What numbers of 
commonalty follow ſuch examples, till they 
are undone. . The man of fortune and plea- 
ſure, carefles himſelf in his amours, with the 
ladies of eaſy virtue, as he can ſatisfy their 
demands, for the gratification of his fa- 
vourite paſſion. How many do we fee, e- 
yen of the inferior claſs of mankind, pur- 
ſuing ſuch follies, till both the purſe and 
conſtitution are exhauſted ? What numbers 
of ſplendid diſhes adorn the tables of great 
men, who certainly have a right to enjoy 
the good things of this life ? How far is this 
example copied at all our feaſts and enter- 
tainments, when even the maſter of the 
feaſt, by itriving to equal his ſuperiors, will 
ſcarce recover the extravagancy of it in the 
courſe of a year. The nobleman can make 
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uſe of no better liquors, in his evening 
entertainments, than rum, brandy, or wine. 
Let us take a ſurvey of thoſe houſes which 
are licenſed to ſel] ſuch liquors, and we ſhall 
find them frequently made ufe of by many, 
who are ſcarcely able to pay their reckon- 
ing. The governors of the ſtate can make 
uſe of no more ſplendid equipages than 
coaches: The middling ranks are at their | 
heels, in two horſe chaiſes and whiſkies. Our | 
grandees can appear in no better dreſs than | 
broad cloth, and filk. Let us but attend | 
play-houſe or fair, and we ſhall find the | 
fame apparel on the backs of many, who 
have little more money in their pockets than 
pay the expence of their recreations. My 
lord keeps a pack of hounds for his amuſe- 
ment, and diverſion. How many unquali- 
fied ſportſmen give government their two 
guineas for the pleaſure of apeing their 
| ſuperiors. And how many run the riſi 

of purſuing ſuch gentleman-like pleaſures, 
without either the payment of that fum, or 
qualifications. China ware, tea and ſugar, 
after their introduction into this kingdom, 
were a long time, only in the poſſeſſion of 
the higher ranks of people; but now, are in 
the poſſeſſion of thoſe who are even ſupport- 
ed by a pariſn. My lord ſues out a bill of 
5 * | divorce 
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divorce againſt his lady, becauſe ſhe was 
detected in adultery with her favourite; 


purely as a retaliation on his lordſhip, for 


the many beautiful dulcineas he has in 
keeping. The abandoned vulgar cannot 
be indulged with this toleration of the law 
for want of abilities; but in order that they 
may come upon a level with the great, they 
make no ſcruple of leaving their wives and 
children, and fleeing into another country, 
there to enjoy the pleaſure of polygamy. The 
nobleman ſeldom or ever appears at church, 
but employs that day, either in travelling 
or any other delights, to which his fancy 
leads him. Religion is deemed a politic 
invention, as its ſtrictneſs is incompatible 
with human nature; becauſe it contradicts 
thoſe very pleaſures he delights to purſue; 
the clergy are deemed hypocrites, becauſe 
they preach doctrines that they do not chuſe 
to obſerve themſelves. The peaſant ſhares 
in all theſe follies, juſt as his inclination or 
fancy leads him ; and, inſtead of attending; 
divine ſervice, you may meet with him, ei- 
ther at the ale-houſe, or on a jaunt of plea- 
fure, or worldly employment. The people 
of high rank often refuſe the payment of 
their houſhold expences; yet ſcruple not 
paying the money loſt at a card table, or 
84 their 
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their debts of honour. The vulgar exceed 
the nobility in this failing, as many of them 


are not willing to pay any debts at all. _ * 


tempora, O] mores. 

: Let us not ape our 1 an! in 
their follies or pleaſures: let us not follow 
a multitude ro do evil. I 


CXLIV. As one STAR differeth from another | 
.. STAR in GLORY : So, alſo is the R- | 


 SURRECTION of the DEAD. 


TT is without a doubt, that in a 3 
ſtate of exiſtence, there will be different 
degrees of glory conferred, according to the 
various degrees of piety and virtue in the 
probationary ſtate. It is theſe thoughis that 
incite us to lead a godly life, knowing that 
we ſhall be rewarded accordingly. What 
muſt it have been, that occaſioned all the 
apoſtles, and martyrs, patiently to bear the 
crueleſt of tortures, and the crueleſt of 
deaths, but the certainty of their great re- 
ward in heaven. They were indeed inform- 
ed by their Lord and Maſter, what cruelties 
they ſhould. ſuffer, and what rewards they 

might expeC for the ſake of Chriſtianity : 
Yea, 


8 
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.Yea, he told all his followers, that except 
they were willing to part with all that was 
dear to them in this world, and even life 
itſelf, they could not be his diſciples. 

Let us then be willing to facrifice every 
thing for the promotion of Chriſtianity, if 
God require it. Let us exert our talents 
for the benefit of our fellow-creatures. Let 
us daily ſtrive to admoniſh and exhort one 
another ; and let us take care that our con- 
verſation be innocent, uſeful and exampla- 
ry. For to be employed in endeayouring to 
bring about the happineſs of our fellow- 
creatures, is not only a god-like exerciſe, 
but an imitation of our blefſed Redeemer's 
actions, who was ſtill going about doing 
good. When the choir of angels pronoun- 
ced the nativity of Jeſus Chriſt to the ſhep- 
herds, they proclaimed the good-will of God 
towards men; and the goſpel precepts all 
tend to inculcate univerſal benevolence, love 
and charity one towards another; which 
commands, he that takes care to improve the 
moſt, ſhall ſurely be rewarded with a pecu- 
liar luſtre. 


RT 
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CXLV. How warious are the Worxs of 

- OMNIPOTENCE : in Wiſdom hath he 
made them all; the earth is 182 of bis 
— GooDNsss. 


HE royal Plalmiſt, aſter tikibe a ſurvey 
of the univerſe, and all the beautiful 
productions of the terreſtrial globe, broke 
forth into the above recited extacy. And, 
indeed, what living mortal can there be, 
that is not enamoured, or even loſt in 
thought, with the wonderful beauties ſur- 
rounding every part of it. How doth it 
pronounce the exiſtence of a God, both in 
its creation and preſervation. When the 
Supreme Being condeſcended to reaſon with 
Fob, on the formation and diſpoſition of the 
ſeveral parts of the univerſe, he was totally 
confounded, as well by the voice out of the 
whirlwind, as the queſtions propoſed to 
him; therefore, with great humility, he 
confeſſes that he is a wretched creature, and 
unworthy todpeak to the Majeſty of Heaven. 
How daring have many philoſophers been 
in attempting to aſſign cauſes for this or that | 
phenomenon, which, at beſt, is but conjec- | 
tural. When vain man attempts to pry in- 
to the Haan myſteries of God, which were a 
5 5 1 never f 
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never intended to be revealed to him, he 
undoubtedly is liable to incur the Almighty's 
diſpleaſure ; for ſecret things belong only 
unto God. 189 
Was it poſſible then, that we could take 
a ſurvey ot all the creatures that God hath 
bleſſed this terreſtrial globe with, we ſhould 
not only be filled with rapture, but wonder 
and aſtoniſhment alſo. What exalted -no- 
tions muſt we likewiſe entertain of the mag- 
nificency of the Godhead, who created theſe 
celeſtial orbs that we are ſpeQators of; but, 
indeed, what little do we ſee of this noble 
creation, whoſe limits are only a ſpan; or, 


as a ſmall ſpeck on this globe; yet, we ſee 


ſufficient to cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt; 
O Lord! how wonderful are thy works, in 
wiſdom thou haſt made them all. 


| 


CXLVI. Before I was troubled, I went 
wrong, but now have I kept thy Command- 
ments. _ | | 


ING David, in theſe words confefles, 
that before he was acquainted with 
afflictions, he committed many errors; but, 
ſince he had felt God's loving correction, 
Ee 2 he 
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he had been. more obſervable. of his ward: 

Nay, he owns that it was good for him to 
have been afflicted, that he might learn his 
ſtatutes. It is impoſſible to enjoy life, with- 
out feeling the inconveniences that attend 
it; yet, if we would ſet enjoyments againſt 
misfortunes, we would find very great rea- 
ſon to be thankful, that we have received fo 
much good, as is ſuffcient to alleviate the 
evil. The afflictions of this life cannot be 
very great, as they have only power over 
the body ; but the riches of a better life, are 
out of their reach. Let us conſider what 
afflictions our blefſed Redeemer ſuffered 
while on earth, as well as all the apoſtles 
and martyrs, purely for their innocency. 

How ought this to ſhame us, when we are 
ſenſible that our ſufferings are brought on 
by our own follies, or intended by our hea- 
venly Father, to reform our principles, and 
teach us wiſdom. Were we to run ſmooth- 
ly through life, without any miſcarriages, 
(which is impoſſible) we ſhould grow inſo- 
lent and vain, the thoughts of fut turity would 
ſeldom enter into our heads; and, though 
we might not fall into groſs fins, we ſhould 


not, perhaps, take due care to improve in 
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Let us then obſerve the reſolutions of af. 
flicted Job, and they will aſſiſt us to bear 
patiently, the natural troubles of human life. 
Though he flay me, ſays he, yet will I truſs in 
Dim: Till I die I will not remove my integrity 


from me : My righteouſneſs I held faſt, and 


will not let it go: My heart ſhall not ro- 
proach me ſi long as 1 live. O happy, bap- 
py, happy example! Let it be copied after - 


* 


to the utmoſt of our abilities? | 


CXLVII. Can the ATHIOPIAN change bis 
SEIN, or the LEOPARD his Spors? So 

may thoſe that are accuſtomed ta do Good, 
do Evil. | 


T)ROM theſe words we learn, that it is 
difficult to make any alteration in our 
principles, after we artive at manhood. It 
then becomes all parents, to teach their chil. 
dren the ways of godlineſs in their youth, 
and when they become old, they will not 
depart from it. I can give no better inſtruc. 
tions for this ſerious charge, than the pious 
Mr. Harvey hath done, which! beg leave to 
tranſcribe. * Let the mind be put under 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord: 
. 1 
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« Let a holy diſcipline clear the ſoil ; Let 
e ſacred inſtructions ſow ir with the beſt 
e ſeed: Let {kill and vigilance dreſs the 
<« rifing ſhoots: direct the young ideas 
% how to ſpread; the wayward paſſions how 
e to move :—Then, what a different ſtate 
« of the inner man will quickly take place 
* Charity will breathe her ſweets, and hope 

« expand her bloſſoms ; the perſonal vir- 
« tyes diſplay their graces, and the ſocial 
© ones their fruits; the ſentiments become 
« generous; the carriage endearing ; the 
„ life honourable and uſeful. * 
Ol that governors of families, and 
« maſters of ſchools, would watch with a 
“ conſcientious ſolicitude, over the morals 
« of their tender charge! what pity it is, 
ce that the advancing generation ſhould loſe 
«theſe invaluable endowments, through 
© any ſupineneſs in their inſtructions.“ 100 
it be obſerved then, that it is not making 
children repeat their catechiſm, that will be 
of much ſervice, except they endeavour to 
make them underſtand it; explaining the 
feriptures, and putting them in mind of the 
duties which ariſe from every point of doc- 
trine, is the grand duty required. If one 
day in the week was ſet apart, in all public 
ſehoale, for the improvement of religious 
principles, 
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principles, how ſoon would the riſing gene- 
ration be inſtructed in their duty to God, 
themſelves, and their fellow-creatures: For, 
all that pains we take in books or arts, which 
treat of things remote from the ule of lite, 


is but a buſy Itcnets. 


CXLVIII. The Alu of all our AcTIONs, 
ſhould be to hn, what are the great ks 
Jen which we live. 


N a former eſſay on Self-knowledge, 1 
hinted that wiſdom and learning ſhould 

be more diligently ſought for, than riches 
or honour. Now, this copious Self-know- 
ledge, ſhould be more diligently ſearched in- 
to, than perhaps our inclinations would lead 
us to do; or more than I can decently diſ- 
play in either one or two eſſays, as 1 intend 
to adhere to the brevity I purpoſed. Our 
great moraliſt, Mr. Pope, ſays, That all our 
knowledge is to know ourſelves. Let us 
then aſk ourſelves, What is the ultimate 
ſcope we drive at ; whether we are govern- 
ed by any fixed principles or not, or by ſuch. 
purpoſes as we are aſhamed to own. If our 
views center in the world we are in, we are 


every 


* 
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» 


every day more and mote departing from 

our happineſs; for, if our main care be to C 

appear great in the eyes of men, or in any 

Enjoyment of earthly pleafures, we ſhalt ex- 

poſe ourſelves to the pain of perpetual dif- 

appointments and miſeries : Bat, if our chief 

care is to pleaſe our Creator, by obſerving 0 
0 
m 


his precepts, we are laying up for ourſelves 
ſuch a fund of laſting and ſolid ſatisfaction, 
as ſhall not only appear great in the eye of 


God, but in the eyes of all good men. 1 
Let then this principle be our whole ſtudy to 
and delight; let us be reſolved to maintain be 
our integrity, both in public and private; in 
let us but recollect our rambling thoughts, th 
turn them upon ourſelves, and watch the tr 
motions of our hearts; for we all know as | V\V 
much as is ſufficient for our happinieſs, if we b. 
rightly cultivate that knowledge. By this VI 
ſteady purſuit, we ſhall always live, as we . 
dare to die. th I | q 
7 72 hy 
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CXLIX. The-Heavens ſhall paſs away with 
a great Noiſe, and the Elements melt with 
Fervent Heat; ibe Earth alſo, and the 


Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. 


| UR apoſtle, St. Peter tells us, that this 
| world is condemned to flames and diſ- 
ſolution, and that there will be a new world 
made, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. See- 
ing then, ſays he, that theſe things ſhall come 
to paſs, what manner of perſons ought we to 
be in all holy converſation, who expect tolive 
in this new. world? Should not theſe truths: 
then, teach us to {et our affections on ſuch 
treaſures as we may enjoy evxerlaſtingly? 
What are buſy mortals buſtling ſo much a- 
bout here? I fear, for riches, which we e- 
vidently ſee, and know, have no laſting du- 
ration; neither will they be of any avail to 
our happineſs, except we make it our whole 
ſtudy to do good with them; and, who 
knows whether thouſands of pounds, or 
hundreds, will be more beneficial to our 
heirs. It is no matter whether we are rich 
or poor, princes or peaſants, neither does it 


ſignify what become of our wealth, when 
we are gone. The frugal perſon may leave 
it to one that will ſpend all that he hath ac- 

Ff quired; 
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quired ; and the prodigal perſon may have a 
ſon, that will ſee into the follies of * fa- 
rn 

As then, the hin of this world are-not 
in our power to preſerve; they will come and 
go without our permiſſion ; for riches take 
to themſelves wings, and flee away, like an 
eagle, towards heaven. Let us then ſeri- 
ouſly obſerve, how many cautions are con- 
_ tained in the goſpel precepts, on the un- 
certainty thereof. Let us keep a conſcience 
void of offence towards God and towards 
man; then, contentment will keep us in ſuch 
a mein, as ſhall make us reſt ſatisfied under 
| the inevitable evils of human life. Thus, 
enjoying a meek and humble temper, we 
mall act with ſuch care and diligence, 
that when this period ſhall arrive, we may 
be found worthy of a place in the new Hea- 

venly 3 


— now 


CL. 4 great Benefit accruing to the M ind, 
in he Formation of ſimple Pleaſurcs. 

I AN being naturally active, will haye 

conſtant employment in proſecuting 

projets, as well as amuſements, either be- 


neficial 


„ 
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neficial or detrimental to his welfare. Yet 


if any ſhould chooſe to deviate, and lead an 


inactive life, he will ſoon find himſelf pofſefl- 
ed of neither a ſound mind nor a ſound bo- 
dy. Do not we ſee youths, before their 
principles are vitiated, eager in the purſuit 
of ſimple pleaſures. How ſweet is it in old 
age, to rehearſe'the innocent amuſements of 


youth! How happily then ſhould we enjoy 


life, when we advance to riper years, if we 


could but fix our minds on innocent amuſe- 
ments, or ſimple pleaſures. Thoſe of the 


rural kind are above all others to be prefer- 
ed; as a garden, a fiſhing rod, a dog and a 
gun. The two laſt, gentlemen have engroſſ- 
ed; but the garden, which is the moſt en- 
tertaining, may be occupied by all ranks, 
either in town or country, the metropolis 
excepted. Tet, there are ſo many delight- 
ful walks and amuſements, in, and about 
that city, as in fome meaſure to com- 
penſate for the deficiency. The ſuperin- 
tendence then, of a garden would take up 
our leiſure hours in a moſt delightful man- 
ner, as Nature is renewing her beautiful 
foilage continually. There is no end of her 
diverſities, as the 1s infinite in her produc- 
tions. Let us but take a ſurvey of the in- 
defatigable ants and bees, and they will 

| Ff 2 teach 
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teach us induſtry and activity. But, what 
delights muſt huſpandmen enjay, who arc 
_ continually breathing the pureſt air, among 
the ſongſters of the ſky, at their plow, their 
ſcythe or their ſickle: How ruddy their 
. complexions, how innocent their actions, 
and how ſweet their repoſe ! What health 
.and happineſs might our nobility enjoy, if 


they would but ſpend more of their Wan at 


their beautiful villas. 

Let us then all be content in the ausdem 
of life allotted us. Let us take care that we 
adopt ſuch innocent amuſements in youth, 
as may not only tend to the benefit of our 


health, but our future happineſs. Then, the 
refleQion of our actions will be ſweet, as 

they will not recoil on us in old age, when 
perhaps it may be out of our power to make 


any onement for our 1 | 


CLI. Ail the Felicity of a Man, as well 
preſent as to come, dependeth on the Soul. 


HE meaneſt capacity knows, that man 
is compoſed of two parts, a body and 
a ſoul: The former is only the huſk, or 
ſhell of the latter. The body was 1 

| | rom 
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from the duſt of the earth, therefore liable 
to pain, diſeaſes and death: Ihe ſoul is the 
organ and inſtrument of God, whereby he 
worketh in. us, and lifteth us up to the con- 
templation of his divine power and nature. 
It is very ſurprizing, that ſo much care, la- 

bour and toil, ſhould be taken to maintain 
this earthly part, he body, whoſe mort 
duration here, is only a ſhadow, in com- 
pariſon of eternity; and jo little taken 


for the welfare of the ſpiritual part, the foul, 
which is eternal. As the ſout then never 


dies; why do we not more earneſtly ſtrive 
to make it happy, both here and hereafter ? 
Does not the offender know how his con- 
ſcience pricks him, when he is doing amiſs? 
There is no peace of mind, ſaith our God, 
to the wicked. The delights:of the ſoul, 


ſhould be to know her Maker, to conſider. 


the works of Heaven, and to know her own 
ſtate and being. The pleaſures of the mind 


far excelleth the pleaſures of the body; the 


thoughts of the former will end in happi- 
neſs, but thoſe of the latter in eternal miſe- 
ry. The ſacred volumes having made hap. 
pineſs very attainable ; it can be nothing 
but our own depravity, that makes us 
thirſt aſter the one, more than the other. 

f > Let 


vp 
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Let a ſtrict guard then be ſet over all our 
thoughts and actions, and our merciful God 
will aſſiſt us in doing our duty, if we do 
but ſtrive to exert ourſelves. Who is like 
unto him in glory ? Juſtice and mercy wait 
before his throne : Who in power ſhall con- 


tend with him? He it is, O man! that cre- 


ated thee; thy ſtation on earth was fixed 
by his appointment: The powers of thy 
mind are the gifts of his goodneſs; the won- 
ders of thy frame, are the work of his hand. 
Fear then the Lord all the days of thy life, 
and walk in the paths which he hath ſhewn 
thee. Let prudence admoniſh thee; let 
temperance reſtrainz let juſtice conduct; 
benevolence warm thy heart, and gratitude 


to Heaven inſpire thee with devotion. Theſe | 


ſhall give thee happineſs in thy preſent ſtate, 
and in the next, eternal felicity in the man- 
ſions of God, where thy recunited body and 
ſoul ſhall dwell with the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, to all eternity. 


CLI 
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CLI. Debauched Love and Deſire cured, 
and a diſcreet PARTNER recommended. 
EWARE, my ſon, of the allurements 
of wantonneſs, and let not the harlot 
tempt thee to exceſs in her delights. Let 
not thine heart incline to her, ways z--30/nov 
aſtray in her paths; for ſhe hath caſt down 
many wounded, yea, many ſtrong men have 
been ſlain by her. Her houſe is the way to 
hell, going down to the chambers of death. 
Uſe not much the company of a woman 
ſinger, leſt thou be taken by her attempts. 
Love is a fading pleaſure, mixed with bitter 
paſſions, and a miſery temper'd with a few 
momentary delights. Give not thy ſtrength 
then to harlots, neither be thou partaker 
with the adulterers. The firſt conjunction 
of man's ſociety, was man and wife; For 
that cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mot hen 
and cleave unto his wife, and they two ſhall 
be one fleſh. Take unto thyſelf then a part- 
ner, but be diſcreet in thy choice; for on it 
will depend thy future happineſs. Chuſe 
her not for her outward perſon, but inward 
perfections; for a virtuous woman rejoic- 
eth her huſband, and he ſhall fulfil the years 
of his life in peace. See that thou reprove 
her 
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her faults with gentleneſs, and exact not her 

_ obedience with rigour. Conſider the. deli- 
cacy of her frame, and be not ſevere to her 
weakneſs; but remember thinę own imper- 
fections. Oppoſe not her inclinations, with- 
out ſufficient-reaſon, but make her the com- 
panion of thy pleaſures, fo thou mayeſt 
truſt thy ſecrets in her breaſt, and ſhalt not 
de deceived. Be faithful to the partner of 
thy bed, and go not after other women, for 
whoremongers and aduiterers God will j gr. 
Comfort her in ſickneſs and afflictions, and 
ſtrive to alleviate her grief with thy love. 
Then thou mayeſt expect that thy wife will 
endear herſelf to thee, by a reaſonable ſub- 
miſſion and obedience, according as God 
bath commanded her. She will alſo guard 
Rer expreſſions, with a becoming derencyi; 
for all her anſwers will be mildneſs and 
truth · She will be clothed with neatneſs, 
d fed with temperance. She will be pro- 
vident for her family, and her ſervants will 
be made obedient without rigour: For e- 
very wiſe woman buildeth her houſe, but 
the fooliſh.plucketh it down with her hands. 
She will nat be puffed up in proſperity, nei- 
ther, dejected in adverſity. She will. alle- 
viate her huſband's misfortunes, pee 
Pets, by. eee of her temper, and 


her 


own frailties; for, great and public calami- 
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her children will be taught their duty to 


God, their parents, and their fellow-crea- 
tures. Happy is the min that hath made 
her his wife, happy the child that ſhall call 
her mother : For whoſo findeth ſuch a wife, 


findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour 


of the Lord. * 


CLIII. Faſting and Prayer, the only Sup- 
pPeori under public Calamities. 


2672 


HEN it pleaſeth the Supreme Being 
/ , to puniſh individuals, or nations, 


for their enormous and flagrant offences, 


it. behoveth us all to flee to him for ſuccour, 


by prayer and faſting. Is it not as right for 


our heavenly Father to correct us, as for an 
earthly father to correct his child? Vea, he 
tells us, that whom he loveth he doth cor- 
rect. It would be well, if thoſe terrible cor- 
rections were more ſeriouſly laid to heart. 
Let us not then, in a mourning dreſs, go to 
church in hypocritical formality ; but let 
us be reſolved to amend our ways and our 
doings, and bring forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance. Let us, every one, correct our 


ties, 
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ies, are undoubtedly ſent for great and pu- 
ic offences; yet, all human means muſt 
be exerted, as well as prayer to God. 
What ferious, and tremendous, afflitions 
did this nation ſuffer the laſt century? In 
ihe year of our. Lord 1640, forty thouſand 
roteſtants were maſlacred in Feland. In 
the year 1665, there died ſixty eight thou- 
ſand of the plague in London; ſo that graſs 
grew in the ſtreets, and in the Royal Ex- 
change; beſides. very great numbers that 
died in the country, And, in the next year 
following, before the inhabitants of London 


were well ſettled in their habitations, a great 


fire happened in the metropolis, which 
burnt down: thirteen thouſand two hundred 
houſes. Would not ſuch judgments as theſe, 
rouſe the moſt ingiicos wretches ? They 
could. not help thinking, but that God was 
going to deſtroy that moſt opulent city. 
Yet, ſhocking; to tell, there were not want- 


ing men wicked: enough to ſteal their neigh- 
bour's property, while both the diſmal ca- 
taſtrophes raged in the city, though many 
loſt their lives in the attempt. In the year 
of ou Lord 1703, there was.one of the moſt 
violent ſtorms in England ever remember - 
ed, both. by land and ſea. The royal navy 
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two bomb veſſels, one advice boat, and one 
ſtore ſhip. Loſs of men on board, one 
thouſand fix hundred: Guns, five hundred 
and twenty-four; but merchant ſhips and 


lives could not be calculated. One hun- 


dred and twenty-three people were killed 
by the unroofing of houſes, and chimnies 


falling. People drowned in the River 


Thames, and Severn, were calculated at 
eight thouſand. Eight hundred houſes 
blown down, one hundted churches unco- 
vered, ſeven ſteeples totally blown down, 
four hundred wind-mills were burnt and 
blown down. The damages done on the 
banks of the Severn, were calculated at a- 
bove two hundred thouſand pounds. Fif. 
teen thouſand ſneep were drowned in one 
level. Stacks of corn and Hay all blown 
down, or conſiderably damaged. Hundreds 
of thouſands of trees blown down, all over 
the Kingdotn. The garden walls on every 
ſide of the city, were laid flat on the ground. 
It would make à ſmall volume to rehearſe. 
all the loffes ſuſtained. Many people were of 
opinion, that the damage done by the tem- 
peſt, far exceeded that done by the fire in 
1666. J cannot help renewing to our minds, 
the late dreadful earthquake at Liſbon; as 
well as two in London, which did not much 

G g 2 damage; 
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damage; happy, that we were not chaſtiſed 
like our neighbours. Let us draw ſome 
reflections from thoſe tremendous viſitati- 
ons. What diſmal deſolations did the plague 
make, what ſtrangeneſs and terror! Men, 
in their beſt age and vigour falling by mul- 
titudes, dead in the ſtreets and highways, 
hardly having time to ſay, Lord have merty 
upon us. Croutls of noiſome carcaſſes lying 
unburied, and rotting above ground, for 
want. of hands to remove them. Great 
towns and cities almoſt depopulated; rich, 
and well inhabited provinces, in a ſhort 
time made deſtitute of inhabitants, and al. 
moſt turned into a deſart. The pariſh of 
Aldgate, London, buried in one pit 5 grave; 
one thouſand one hundred and fourteen bo- 
dies thrown in like dogs; ſome in ſheets, 
ſome in rugs, and others almoſt naked. O! 
' tremendous fight! how unſpeakable would 
our terror and concern have been, had we 
been eye · witneſles thereof. 

Let us then repent of our ſins, and turn 
unto the Lord with all our hearts, leſt our 


* be, our own ruin. 


3 
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clu. PUNISHMENTS in this WORLD. 


land maketh he barren, 
for the wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein ; ; and Eli's houſe was cut off for 
its wickedneſs; becauſe his ſons made them- 
ſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not. It 
has been the Almighty's care, to protect his 
ſervants in all ages and countries, on the 
face of the earth, from the creation of the 
world to this period. And it bas alſo been 
his unerring wiſdom, to puniſh ſingers, by 
overthrowing empires, kingdoms, and cities, 


as well as individuals, who have trampled 


under their feet his divine commands; for 
the wicked flee when no man purſueth; but 
the righteous are bold as a lion, Where 
is the grandeur of Egypt, which was the 
ſupport of Jacob's ſeed ypwards of four 
hundred years? And where is Judea? the 
habitation of the once favourite people of 
God; a land flowing with milk and honey, 
called the glory of all lands ; but now al- 
moſt a deſolate wilderneſs. Where are So. 


dom and Gomorrah ? where are the famous 


cities of Nineveh and Babylon? and where 
is ancient Rome? who once gave laws to the 
whole earth? Was it not for their great 

wickedneſles 
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wickedneſſes that they were deſtroyed ? yet 
we find, that while they truſted in God, and 
juſtice and equity were obſerved, they con- 
tinued at their ſummit of glory, | 
Let, my children, theſe examples of God's 

wrath awaken us; and let us not think with- 
in ourſelves, that this, or any other nation, 
is perhaps better than the before-mentioned; 
for, except we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh. Let the word of God be our guide; 
juſtice and mercy our conduQors ; then we 
may teſt aſſured that the proſperity of ſtates, 
as well as individuals, will {till be protected 
by the Almighty Giver of all good things, 
ſo long as 1525 put their truſt i in him. 


CLV. J will ariſe and go to my Fa riet 


and will ſay unto Him, FarHER, I have 


ſinned +. againſt HEAVEN, and before 
THEE, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy SON. 


I-55 are n the words of the prodi- 
al fon in the goſpel, after he had 
ſpent cli patrimony his father beſtowed on 
him in riotous living; thus being reduced 
to great want and milery, it opened his eyes, 
and 
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and made him ſenſible of his follies, which 
occaſioned him to utter the above expreſſi- 


ons. No ſooner had his repentance, and 


future obedience, been pronounced to his 
kind and compaſſionate father, but he was 
received again into favour, with the greateſt 
joy and ſatisfaction. 

From this parable is plainly ſhewn, that 
all penitent ſinners will be date into fa- 
vour again with God, on their hearty and 
ſincere repentance. What felicity and joy 
then, mult eyery ſincere penitent feel on his 
converſion? And what great compaſſion 
and condeſcenſion is this in our gracious 
God, to offer us ſuch acceptable terms? O! 
the mercy and goodneſs of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer! No exceptions with him; Jews 
and Gentiles, publicans and harlots, are 


welcome to partake of bliſs, if they will but 


forſake their follies and repent. Let us 
then, all of us, examine ourſelves, and turn 
from our wicked ways, * our iniquities 
be our own ruin. 


—— —— 
— 
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deceaſed brother, ſhould he appear 
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CLVI. REPENTANCE and OBEDIENCE. 


ID EFORE we can expect the favour of 


| Almighty God, we muſt not only re- 


pent of all our tranſgreſſions, but we muſt 


reſolve to lead a new life, by a ſtrict obedi- 
ence to his holy commands. For our 


bleſſed Redeemer tells us, That except we 


be born again, we cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. ee Sena | 

My dear children, let us not deceive our- 
ſelves, by expecting that a death-bed re- 
pentance' is ſufficient to atone for a whole 
life ſpent in iniquity, and diſobedience to 
the laws of God ; or think that it will be 
time enough to repent in old age, after the 
follies of youth are in ſome meaſure abated. 
How do we know that we fhall have the 


opportunity of doing either the one or the 


other? or indeed, even of to-morrow. . Let 
repentance be begun with to-day, and per- 
ſevered in to-morrow. How many inſtan- 


ces have we ſeen of people reſolving to lead 
a new life when any ſickneſs or violent 


malady befel them ; but as ſoon as health 
was reſtored, ſo ſoon were their reſolutions 
forgotten. Nay, it is not in the power of a 
to us 
again, 


„ 
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again, after death, to bring us from an evil 

courſe of life, except we will tread in the 

* gUpe ſteps in the early part thereof. 
Let, my children, this advice fink deep 


* 


aſt into your minds; for from this very moment 
. depends eternity. Let repentance be begun 
. with immediately; and let your reſolutions 
* be ſteady and unalterable; for I am ſenſible, 


* the greateſt Epicurean can find no real ſatis- 
faction in his effeminacy or voluptuous plea- 
ſures... What madneſs will not that man 


A thiok himſelf guilty of, when, on his death- 
ble bed, he ſecs. 9 that he has forfeited 


40 bene happineſs, for a few. moments of in- 

be ſignificant pleaſure 4 ot Þ 1 

he 17 4; > $4 . . 4 43s. 445: ain od 

ed Sisde 37: yo wy 
. 


= 


yet 7 TY EATH, being the moſt terrible of all 


er- terrible things, ought to take up the 
1 attention of mankind far more than it ſeem- 
10 ingly does; for, as we are ſent here pur- 
A poſely to improve the talents given us, it 
becomes us to be exceedingly diligent what 
8 "uſe we make of them; for on that depends 


our future happineſs or miſery. And, as 
us the approach of death is often ſudden and 
gs + H h uncertain, 
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uncertain, we ought never to be without oil 
in our lamps, ready to meet the bridegroom 
ſhould he come at midnight. We are apt 
to complain that life is ſhort, yet how few 
do we find making proper uſe of that ſhort 
4 We are all naturally deſirous of 


le, yet how frequently do we ſhorten it 


by gur intemperance and follies ; We ſee 
people dying daily, yet regardleſs of death 


Let us refle& then, how dreadful the ap- 
oach of it muſt be to the wicked; but 
o rejoicing to the godly ! as it frees them 
from this ſinful world, and carries them into 
an everlaſting ſtate of bliſs and happineſs. 
In order then to avoid the actions of the 
former, and embrace thofe of the latter, we 
muſt fear God and keep his command- 
ments, (for this is the whole duty of man) 
and then we ſhall be ready to welcome our 


 deliverer, at any period of life. 


CLVII. 
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CLVIII. REwarDs and PUNISHMENTS 
| in a FUTURE STATE. 
I) EWARDS and Puniſhments being the 


ſure attendants on the good and bad 
actions of this life, how natural ought it to 


be, forall prudent people, ſeriouſly to weigh 


and conſider them? How careful would 


we be to addreſs a man whom we expected 


a favour from, yet how careleſs are we in 
paying our addreſſes to Him who is continu- 


ally pouring his bleſſings upon us here, and 


who will alſo reward and puniſh hereafter ! 
Solomon ſays, Becaufe ſentence againſt 
an evil work is not fpecdily execnted, there- 
fore the heart of the ſons of men is full 
ſet in them to do evil.” This is too 


_ the caſe with Chriſtians, though they know, 
from a far better author than Solomon, that 


God does not always execute rewards and 
puniſhments in this life, but will certainly 
do it in that which is to come. This ſhould 
remind us then of that awful period. 
Let us, my children, not defer repentance 
one moment ; but exert all our might and 


power to tread in the goſpel ſteps; then, 


when this frail and tranſitory he is ended, 
we ſhall be made welcome gueſts with the 
| Hh 2 ſaints 


— — — — — — 
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ſaints in light, and enjoy that happineſs to 
all eternity. A l 


K % ” . 
N 5 8 u 
hy * 


CLIX. e GREAT DAV, r DAY 
of JUDGMENT. + 


| 265 Day of Judgment, which is the 
final retribution of all our actions 
done in this world, is ſo plainly deſcribed in 
the New Teſtament, and its approach ſo un- 
certain, that we are frequently commanded 
to watch, as we know not in what hour of 
the night our Lord may come. Chriſtians 
are not at a loſs how to prepare themſelves 
for that great and momentous event. Yet, 
how unthinking, careleſs, and heedleſs:are 
they of its approach! Had it not been one 
of the weightieſt matters in the New Teſta- 
ment, our Saviour and his apoſtles would 
not have ſo frequently warned us thereof. 
For what is of greater conſequence than 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery! the parable 
of Dives and Lazarus is a ſufficient proof 
thereof; which alſo ſhews that it is the cares, 
as well as the pleaſures of this world, that 
we think after, and which fruſtrate our 
uappineſs.— For we cannot ſerve: God and 
mes. A 7 
O, my 


r Ty” r W. OO 
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= O; my dear children, let us act like Chriſ- 
tians, and ſhake off theſe earthly pleaſures 
we have ſo long purſued. And, let us ſet 
our-afteQtions on things above. and not on 
things below; knowing aſſuredly that what 
we ſow, we muſt reap; for the Lord our 
God is juſt, as well as merciful ; and not a 
reſpecter of perſons. So that if we will ſet 
no value. on everlaſting happineſs, we muſt 
expect to be totally excluded from it. 


CLX. HEAVEN, or a State of BLISS 
end HAPPINESS. . 


L EAVEN, the reſidence of all heaven- 


ly beings, is promiſed to man, on 


condition of his obedience to the laws of his 


Maker; but is ſo much out of the reach of 
human underſtanding, that it is impoſſible 
to deſcribe its delights and pleaſures. We 
therefore ought ſeriouſly to ſtudy, and lay 
to heart, this great attainment of everlaſtin 

bliſs and happineſs. Vet how little do we 


think about it! though it ought to be the 


ſole object and aim of all- ranks of people. 


It is our grovelling principles that are ſo 
_ glued. to our earthly habitations, that pre- 


vent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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vent us ſetting our affections on things a- 


bove, though one would think (ſeeing this 
life isfo full of diſappointments and troubles) 
that we ſhould ftrive to wean ourſelves more 
from it. For we have daily proof of its 


uncertainty, as alſo the enjoyment of all 


earthly pleaſures. - Yet ſo frail are our un- 

derſtandings. that without God's affiſtance 

we are not able to'do any thing of ourſelves. 
Let us, my dear children, frequently pray 


to God for his holy ſpirit to direct and in- 


ſtruct us; and let us continually be on our 
guard, to do our duty with all diligence 
and perſeverance. Then we may reſt ſatis- 
fied, That aſter this mortal life is ended, 
we ſhall through the mediation of our blef- 
fed Redeemer, hear that welcome ſentence 
pronounced by him, of Well done, thou 
d and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
me Joy or eny” LNG. AER ; 


CL. HELL, or a Oil 4 
* and YORMENT:. 


ELL "WIE the place wherein the 
devil and wicked ſouls are confined, 


cannot de expreſſed — horror. It is 
evident 


f MISERY 


Her Le2nnD 
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evident that the Supreme God of Heaven 


and Earth, hath implanted in the mind ot 


every man the knowledge of good and evil, 
and that rewards. and puniſhments. mult 
follow their contents. But how evident is 
it to the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, where 
its torments are emphatically deſcribed 
How ought then the dreadful denunciation 
of theſe torments to affect us! Yet, by the 
flagrant practices frequently purſued, it 
would ſeem, as if they were either totally 
forgotten, or miſbelieved by fome. But 
let not the unthinking deceivers. of them- 
ſelves be forgetful, that neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk - 
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall in- 


herit the kingdom of God. 


In order, my beloved children, that we 
may eſcape eternal puniſhment, let us con- 
ftantly requeſt the Almighty's affiſtance, to 
enable us to withſtand the temptations of 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil. For, 
without it, our endeavours are too weak. — 
And let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take 
heed leſt he fall. For there hath no temp- 


tation befallen one, but what may another. 


I 55 if the fear of God, and the proſpect of 


futurc 


His angels. FY 
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future happineſs, will not ſtimulate us to 


lead a religious courſe of life, we muſt ex- 


pect, at the end of time, to hear our, final 
ſentence pronounced by the bleſſed Son of 


God, of ** Depart from me, ye curſed, into 


eyeriaſing fire, prepared ſor the devil aud 


/ = 


, CLAN. n unto your FATHER that 


| begat you, hear CoUNsEL, and receive 
INSTRUCTION, that ye * be 235 at 2 ui-of 
LATTER END. | 


1 CANN OT conclude” theſe eſſays, why 
dear children, without ſeriouſly requeſt. 
ing you to conſider their contents. In this 
Edition I have offered a number of virtues 
to ſale; have uncovered many rocks, on 


which numbers have been caſt away; and 


expoſed many quick-ſands to view, which 


the unwary have plunged into, in a more 


ample manner than in the two preceding 
ones. Let me intreat you to buy the vir- 
tues without money, and without price; 


and let me beg of you, to guide your veſſel 


as clear of the rocks and quick- ſands as you 
are able: For voutb being naturally prone 
8 : to 


9 


een , . 
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W 
be reminded of their duty. How cautious 


then ought you to be, to ſhun thoſe nume- 


rous temptations that frequently ſurround 
you! Conſider how affecting it mult be to 


PREENKS, when they hear of any diſaſters that. 


efal their children, more particularly, when 
brought on by their own follies. Do but 
reflect what your parents have done for you; 
how they have nurſed you in infancy, fed 
and cloathed you; given you education ſuf- 
ficient for your welfare, and withheld no 
good thing from you, that was in their 
power to beſtow. What then is your duty, 


but to hear their inſtructions? Be ye hap- 


Py, and they are happy; and do not, by your 
miſconduct, bring your aged parents to the 
rave before their time. Strive to get your 
2 with honeſty, care, and induſtry; and 


let the word of God be your chief ſtudy 
and delight. Be obedient to the laws of the 


land; let juſtice and mercy be tempered to- 


gether ; but ſtill lean to the fide of the lat- 
ter; and forgive an injury rather than re- 
venge one. Let temperance, ſelf-denial, and 


a moderate uſe of bodily refreſhments, be 
conſtantly adhered to ; knowing, and daily 
ſceing, that libertines never live out half 
heir days; conſider ſeriouſly that every 

f 11 precept 
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precept 8 Chriſtianity 3 is founded on the 
beſt principles, for the welfare of both body 
and ſoul; for the all · wiſe and merciful God 

hath declared, That he hath no delight in 
the death of a ſinner, but rather that he 

mould turn from his wickedneſs, and live. 
Let no tauntings, ſcoffings deriſions, 
tony, buffoonery, nor obſeene diſcourſe 
proceed out of your mouth; for though 
the man may think himfelf a ad; that hath 
his quiver full of theſe, yet let him conſider, 
that he muſt be anſwerable for his expreſ- 
fions, as well as actions. Theſe things, feb 
riouſly laid to heart, will ſecure you peace 
of mind here, as well as happineſs hereafter. 
For, were but the laws of God as diſcreetly 
obeyed, as they are ſtrictiy enjoined, this 
earth might again be made a paradiſe of 
pleaſure. But ſhould you reject the whole- 
ſome: advice theſe eflays- W and are 
determined to walk in the ways of your 
heart, and in the ſight of your eyes; aſſur- 
edly, be informed, that God will bring you 
into judgment; for nothing can hide our 
works from his All-ſecing eye; nor ſhall 
any, noteven the moſt minute, be forgotten. 
For they that have done good, ſhall go into 
life erdolalting. and they that have done evil, 
into e * Tk 50 aan entreat 
ay Fou 
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ou to © watch then, and be ready, for in 
1 an hour as you think not, the Son of 


man cometh.” 


| —_— 
1 


CLXIIl. The PENITENT PRODIGAL's 
HYMN, en renouncing his Errors, 


[Szg THE FRONTISPIECE. J 


0 Praiſe the Lord of hear n and _ 


Let all extol his fame; 
For he alone gave all things birth, 
Then praiſed He his name. 


Let all the earth their Bonnie AF, 


© To God, their only Lord; 
Aud let us All inceſſant 1 pray 
To him with one accord. 


ner all the angels him adore, 
And all the powers above; 

For he is God for evermore, 
And endleſs f is his love. 


He pluck'd me from the mire and clay, 
When fourider'd deep indeed, 05 
When I would not my God obey, 
Or of his word — heed. 
H | Though 


WS % 
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Though | was ſtruck with rev'rend awe, .. 
By father's ſerious care; * 
Yet till my God did merey ſhew, 
My ſoul was in deſpair. 


Then on the Lord, I'll always call, 
He only can defend; 

His, bleffings he extends to all 
That 215 power depend. 


* ©. 


— 


CLAIV. 4 thus Plain =, Ea RULES, 
requiſite to be obj red, for the , Attainment 
7 LONGEVIT: 


ET the abilities of both body and 1 

be chearfully exerted, according to 

the gifts of nature; in all the ations of life 
we purſue ; for chearfulneſs raiſes the ſpi- 
rits, and gives a briſk circulation to the blood. 


Ars, being the moſt neceſſary thing to- 
wards the ſubliltence of health, ought el ief. | 
ly to be ſtudied; for ſo neceſſary is it to 

hree ot 


man, that though he might live t 


four days without meat or drink, yet were 
he deprived. of air, he could but ſuhſiſt a 
very mort time. The Iſraelites were ſtrict. + 
iy forbidden W the Almighty, to void 


things 
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nd defiled the air; for the purer 
the ait ve breathe, the more it contributes 
to health. Therefore, cleanlineſs in our 
ſtreets, houſes, and apparel, ſhould be par- 
ticularly regarded. PE 

Let exertiſe, and temperance in eating 
and drinking, be particularly ſtudied; as 
they are the principal preſervatives of health; 


eyery man's conftitution wiki ſoon inform 


him what is agreeable or detrimental to it. 
The exceſſive folly of drinking, I fear, car- 
ries more to the grave than the ſword. Let 


no more flceep be indulged, than is reafon- 


ably ſufficient for the ſupport of our bodies; 


aud let that be taken in the night, and not 


in the day; as far as is conſiſtent with our, 
reaſonable callinſg e. 

Let no indulgences of warm cloathing be 
allowed youth, it makes them, weak and 
effemigate; and let all tight bandages, and, 
ligaments in dreſs be rejected, as they ob- 
ſtruct the circulation of the blood. 

Let the paſſions be particularly regarded, 


namely, anger, fear, grief, love, and me- 


lancholy. _ 1 1 
Anger ought not to be encouraged too 
much, as nothing tends more to the health _ 
of the body than a tranquil, mind, ___ 

DOE Att + > oor: 
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Fear is dangerous; for it depreſſes our 
ſpirits, and increaſes our diſorders. The 
| conſtant dread of future evils,” dwelling 
much-on the mind, has been often. the oc- 
caſion of unnatural and untimely deaths. 
© Grief is more dangerous than fear; for, 
when fixed, it preys upon, the ſpirits, and 
waſtes the conſtitution. As we are naturally 
born to troubles, we ought never to fink, 


under them. Let it be conquered then, at 
its firſt approaches; leſt, afterwards all at- 


tempts be found fruitleſss. | 
Love, being the ſtrongeſt of all the paſ- 


- ” 7, 


ſons, we ought always to be on our guard 
to curb its violence; for, as it is not ſudden - 
ly eneouraged, therefore it may be more 
cafily conquered. We ought never to place 
our affections on any object, till we have 
ſerioufly conſidered, whether the end can 


be obtained or not; it that could be the 


cafe, (as it ought) we ſhould act with ſuck. 


indifference as never to be ruffled by a diſ- 
appointment. | 


Melancholy diſorders are frequently. 
brought on by ſudden frights, ' intenſe 
thought, exceſſive love, ſolitude, watchings, 


tear, hypochondriac or hyſteric diſorders. 


Let then che cauſe.be ſeriouſly eonſidered 


from whence the malady ſprung ; and if the 
” afflicte d 


SS ere 
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afflicted patient will only de perſuaded to 
ſhake off the weak and timid paſſion, and 
adopt the very oppoſite maxims, the diſox- 
der would ſoon be baniſhed, __.. f 
Religious melancholy is not ſo readily 
cured. © What a pity it is that men ſhould 
harbour ſuch diſmal and gloomy thoughts 
of religion ! The Chriſtian religion teaches 
no ſuch auſterities; therefore, no body ought 


to deſpond; for ſhould their fins be as red 


as ſcarlet, they may be made white as ſnow 
by repentance. ie 

The cuſtomary evacuations of the body 
ſhould not be negleded; namely, thoſe by 
ſtool, urine, and perſpiration. Regular 
ſtools ſhould be promoted if poſſible, either 
by diet or alterative medicines ; but the 
former the better. Though no certain 
rule can be laid down; for the fame conſti- 
tution will vary, according to regimen, diet, 
or exerciſe,” Every prudent man will ſoon 


be able to judge what fort of food is molt 


agreeable to his conſtitution, as well as 
liquids. | 1 
Too long a retention of urine is danger- 
ons, therefore the calls of nature ought ne- 
ver to he poſtponed. . | 
Perſpiration ought never to be obſtruc-. 
ed, but encouraged ;* a ſudden pen 
n rom 


5 nibenLianvdrys £55405, 
from heat to" Cold is dangerous, or cold 
liquor drunk when hot is equally dangerous, 


"Except the ſame exercile be purſued, till the 


liquor be warmed on the ſtomach. The 
"more 'we inure our bodies to the open air, 
the leſs liable we are to catch colds, or ſtop 
perfpiratiof, Wet cloaths;. damp rooms, 
or beds, Ar dangerous; which have fre- 
þ violent difarders, or 


In ſhort, if we have any regard for lon- 
gevity, our blood and juices aught to be 
kept in a regular and due degree of fluidity, 
For nothing will add thereto more, than 
ſubduing our paſſions, and leading a ſober 
and diſcreet life. For Solomon delt de, that 
the fear of the Lord proſongeth days; but 
the years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortened. 
The Son of Sirach alfo informs us, That the 
fear of the Lord maketh a merry heart, and 
giveth joy and gladneſs, and a long life. 
And St. Paul fays, That godhinefs is profita- 


dle unto all; having the promiſe of this life, 


and of that which is to come. 
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